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EDITORIAL

The MOCPED International Journal of Educational Studies was initiated to serve as a medium to
air the views of renowned scholars/educational practitioners on diverse problems confronting the

practice of education in Africa and to proffer rational solutions to the identified issues through
theoretical and empirical researches.

The publication would no doubt widen the horizon of knowledge in education and thus promote
educational development. AT
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GENDER VIOLENCE AS PREDICTOR OF FEMALE
SUCCESS IN THE SOCIETY

By

OSHODI, 0.0 Pr.p, OYETADE, Eunice M. Ph.D, ADEMLIU, Pauline U. Pi.D,

AYODELE, Olufunmilayo T. Ph.D & Adesegun Ola AYANLAJA
Michael Otedola College of Primary Education,
Noforija-Epe, Lages State.

Abstract

Gender-based violence is a psycho-social issue deep rooted in the world: developed, developing or
third-world countries. It is a worldwide malaise, eating deep info the fabric of society. Unfortunately,
women bear the brunt of a lot of violence in our society and silently cover them up so as to avoid
stigmatization or protect their families. This study investigated the extent of female subjection fo
' . physical, sexual, educational and psychological violence in Lagos. The study adopted ex-post facto
[ descriptive research design using a sample of 280 respondents and a self-designed instrument with
reliahility coefficient of 0.67 using Cronbach alpha. Data collected were analyzed using descriptive
statistics of simple frequency counis, as well as regression analysis. Findings revealed that females are
subjected to violence and that the variables in the study had combined effect on respondents’ perceplion
of violence against female gender. It is therefore recommended anong others that Government should
embark on campaign against acts of violence against women.

Keywords: Gender, violence, female, predictor, success, society

Introduction .

The peace and war times continue to suffer one form of violence or the other at the hands of the

state, community, or their own family, (Cleen Foundation, 2006). The Foundation is of the opinion that gender
discrimination is any pattern of preferential treatment of males in education, employment, and leadership roles.

On this note, the United Nations defines gender-based violence as harm or su ffering to women.

Violence against women and gender-based violence are interchanged (Cleen Foundation, 2006). Violence
against women, according to United Nations (1994) is any gender-based violence that results in, or is likely
to result in, physical, sexual or psychological harm or suffering to women, including threats of such acts as -
coercion or arbitrary deprivation of liberty, whether occurring in public or private life. Such violence may
oceur in the family or within the general community, and may be perpetrated or condoned by the state.

Violence against women or gender-based is a psycho-social issue deep-rooted in the world society:
devel?Red. developing or third world countries. It is a worldwide malaise, eating deep into the fabric of
society. It has become common to see women violated in different aspects of life by their male counterparts.
be it their fathers, brothers, husbands or for that matter total strangers. Unfortunately women bear the brunt
of a lot of violence in our society and silently cover them up 50 as to avoid stigmatization or protect their
families. In recent times in Nigeria, there have been everal cases of violence against women and, most of
these cases are kept silent despite their pervasiveness. Issues like sexual harassment, trafficking in women
and girls, sex selection, early marriage, female genital mutilation etc are fast becoming epidemices plaguing,
Nigeria as it is the case globally (Nnadi, 2012). Violence against women is a common act, and this is
primarily carried out by the parents, husband and other male employer, government, community due to socio-
cultural factors where the female originates, resides, works or carries out business,

Thi persistence of violence against women could be attributed to certain factors, such as, history of
colonialism, and post-colonial domination, nation building initiatives, armed conflict, displacement and migration,
economic status, race, ethnicity, class, age, sexual orientation, disability, nationality, religion and culture (UN
General Assembly, 2006). Other contributing factors by Heise,(1998), Heise (2006) are male attitudes,
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dominance, economic and decision-making dominance in the family are predictors of violence against women,
Ujiro (2009) stated that the social context of violence against women in Nigeria is related to traditional
African patriarchal society, which defines the gender power structure. For example, upon marriage, a
woman surrenders to her husband exclusive sexual rights and obedience. His invariably gives her husband
the liberty to violate and batter her if he feels that she has not adequately fulfilled her abligations or for any
ather reasons.

" Violence against women. according to the Secretariat of the Pacific Community, (2009) takes different
forms, manifested in a continuum of multiple, interrelated and sometimes recurring forms. It can include
physical, sexual and psychological/emotional violence and economic abuse and exploitation, experienced in
a range of settings, from private to public and in today’s globalized world, transcending national boundaries,
Jalal, (2008:2) further stated that the act of violence against women could be; intimate_partner violence,
marital rape, sexual violence, dowry-related violence, female infanticide, sexual abuse of female children,
female genital mutilation/cutting and other traditional practices harmful to women, early marriage, forced
marriage, non-spousal violence, and violence perpetuated against domestic workers, and other forms of
exploitation and trafTicking. The most prevailing violence experienced by women globally is intimate partner
violence, and this is often perpetuated by a male partner against a female partner, 95% of domestic assaults
reported in the Pacific region, the husband was the perpetrator. One of the most pervasive violations of
human rights in all societies exists on a contimum from violence perpetrated by an intimate partner fo
violence as a weapon of war (Grown, 2005:23 13

Violence against women is a major threat to social and economic development. It is a violation of
human rights and a major impediment to achieving gender equality and it also undermines and constrains the
achievement of the Millennium Development Goals, including those set for poverty, education, child health,
maternal mortality, HIV/AIDS and overall sustainable development. (UN General Assembly 2006).
Commonwealth of Australia (2008) and Council of Europe (2006) equally stated that violence against women
severely constrains development, obstructing women’s participation in political, social and economic life,
escalating costs in health care, social services and policing and increased straini on the justice systen,
lowering the overall educational attainment of victims/survivors, their children and even the perpetrators of
such violence. WHO (2002) reported that violence places women at higher risk for poor physical and
reproductive health, mental health and social functioning, Women subjected to violence are more likely to
abuse alcohol and drugs and to report sexual dysfunction, suicide attempts, post-traumatic stress and central
nervous system disorders. Flood (2011) reported that violence against women in which nen express and
maintain their powers over women fuels women’s distrust and fear of men, and hurts the women whom
many men love and this is the price they pay for their actions.

Considering the consequences of violence against women, the United Nations Secretary-General
made the following statement on the international women’s day (2009):

Violence against women stands in direct conradiction to the promise
aof the Unite Natians Charter 1o Promoie social progress and better
standards of life in larger freedom. The consequences go beyond the
visible and immediate. Death, mjury, medical costs and lost employment
are but the tip of an iceberg. The impact on women and girls, their
families, their communities and their socicties in terms of shattered
lives and livelihoods is beyond calewlation. Far oo often, crimes go
unpunished, and perpetrators walk free. No country, no culture, no
woman, young or old, is immune. _ Secretariat of the Pacific
Conmmmity (2009) '

The effects of violence against women were recognized in the Millennium Declaration of September,
2000, therefore, the General Assembly of the United Nations resolved “to combat all forms of violence
against women and to implement the Convent on the Elimination of All Form of Discrimination against
Women (United Nations, 2005: 12). The millennium resolutions as laid down by the United Nations concern
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not only individuals but also the whole global community. The resolutions which are still alive are concerned
with freeing all men, women and children in our world from the conditions that ti¢ them to unhealthy situations.

The eight MDGs were set by the United Mations as: Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger, Achieve
universal primary education. Promote gender equality and empower women, Reduce child mortality, Improve
maternal liealth, Combat HIV/AIDs, malaria and other diseases, Ensure environmental sustainability and
Development of a global partnership.

Violence against women violates the following Millennium Development Goals; eradicate extreme
poverty and hunger, achieve universal primary education, promote gender equality and empower women,
improve maternal health.

This study therefore investigated the extent of female subjection to physical, sexual, educational and
psychological violence in Lagos-Nigeria.

Research Questions

To what extent are female subjected to physical violence?

To what extent are female subjected to sexual violence?

To what extent are female subjected to educational-violence?

To what extent are female subjected to psychological violence?

What are the individual and combined effects of age, gender, religion, literacy and occupation on respondents’
perception of violence against female gender?

ha T

Al

Methodology

The research design used for the study was ex-post facto descriptive research. Simple random
sampling was ‘used to select the two hundred and eighty (280) respondents for the study. The rescarch
instrument was a questionnaire of two sections, Section A was on demographic data while section B comprised
modified likert scale of strongly agreed (SA) Agreed (A), disagreed (D) and strongly disagreed (SD) to
measure the extent of the physical, psychological, social and economic growth and development. The reliability
coefficient of the instrument was found to be 0.67 (using Cronbach alpha formula). The instrument was
administered with the assistance of Research Assistants, Data collected from the eighty respondents were

analysed with frequency count and simple percentages as well as regression analysis. This was used to
answer the six research questions raised in the study.

Resulis
Research Question One: To what extent are females subjected to physical violence?

Table 1: Frequency count and percentage of respondents’ perception of female subjection to physical
violence -

ITEM, STATEMENT SA A D sD
s Females are usually beaten by men 96 122 32 30
(34.28)| (43.57) | (11.43) | o.7)
2 Females are sometimes victim of hitting 60 | 140 52 28
(21.43)| (50.00) | (18.57) [ (10.00)
3 Sometimes, females are exposed to injury 20 110 42 28
resulting from objects (missile) (7.14) | (39.29) |(15.000 | (10.00)
4 Female are usually accused of being the abuse 82 148 20 30
of rape (29.29)] (52.86) | (7.14) | (10.71)
3 Female find it difficult to get justice most of 46 108 36 90
the time (16.43)] (38.57)| (12.86)| (32.14)
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Table 3 reveals that the respondents opined that females are subjected to educational violence with
higher percentage of respondents agreeing to four of the five items on educational violence. ltem four
disagreed to the view that school materials for males are usually met before that of female.

Question Four: To what extent are females subjected to psychological violence?

Table 4: Frequency count and percentage of respondents’ perception of female subjection to
psyvehologiceal violence =

ITEM STATEMENT SA A D sD
1 Female are sometimes categorized as being of 40 84 46 110
low intelligence (14.29) | (30.00) | (16.43) | (39.29)
2 Women are not carried along in some important 74 94 01 . 62
issues concerning the family (26.43) | (33.57) | (17.86)] "(22. 14)
3 FFemales are rated as second class citizens 50 126 <44l 6l
(17.86) | (45.00) | (15.71) (21.43)
4 Women are always left out in decision making 42 102 50 86
(15.00)] (36.43) (17.86) (30.71)
5 Women that give birth to female children alone 70 88 64 58
are being traumatised (sent out of their home, (25.00) (31.43)| (22.86] (20.71)
deprived of their rights) =

Table 4 reveals that the respondents opined that females are subjected to psychological violence
with higher percentage of respondents agreeing to the five items on psychological violence.

Question ive: What is the individual and combined effect of age, gender; religion, literacy and
occupalion on respondents’ perception of violence against female gender.

Table Sa: Summary of Regression analysis of age, gender, religion, literacy and occupation to
respondents” perception of violence against female gender

Model R’ It Square Adjusted R Square |Std. Error of the Estimate
1 0.302 0.091 0.074 10.59717

Table 5b: Analysis of variance of age, gender, religion, literacy and eccupation on respondents’
percepiion of vielence against female gender

Model R df Mean Square F Sig,
1 Regression 3079.145 5 615.820

Resiclual 30770.227 274 | 112300 5.484 000

Total 33849371 279 2

Tables Sa and 5b show that age, gender, religion, literacy and occupation had combined effect on
respondents perception of violence against female gender (P<0.05). It reveals adjusted R* of 0.074 indicating
combined contribution of a mere 7.4% to the variance measure.
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Table 5c: Regression Analysis of age, gender, religioy, literacy and accupation on respondents '
pereeption af vivlence against female gender

Unstandardized Standardized
Model coefficients coefficients T Sig.
z B Std. Error Beta

| _(constant) 26.636 6.278 4.242 000
Age 948 668 086 1.419 157
Gender -~ | 5058 1409 228 3.588 000"
Religion 4.982 1.355 227 3.675 .000°
Literacy 3.117 1.441 140 2.163 031"
Occupation -.688 A08 -.109 -1.685 093

Key: *Significant at 0.05level

Table 5c shows that three of the five variables namely gender, religion and literacy singly affect
respondents’ perception of violence against female gender. These three variables coentributed to the variance
in the dependent measure in the order: Gender (4 =228) > Religion (4 =.227) > literacy (4 =.140), The
contribution of age and occupation to variance in respondents” perception of violence against female gender

is not significant (P=.05).

Discussion and Conelusion

The act of violence against women could be; imimate.paﬂner vialence, marital rape. sexual violence,
dowry-related violence, female infanticide, sexual abuse of female children, female genital mulilation/cutiing
and other traditional practices harmful to women, early marriage, forced marriage, non-spousal viglence,
and violence perpetuated against domestic workers, and other forms of exploitation like female trafficking.
The most prevailing violence experienced by women globally is intimate partner violence, and this is often
perpetuated by a male partner against a female partner. 95% of domestic assaults reported in the Pacific
region, the husband.was the perpetrator, (Jalal, 2008:2).

Violence against women is of different dimensions. Physical violence against women is one of the
violence faced by women, The study showed that women are faced with physical violence. In line with the
finding, Falayi (2012) reported how one Mr. David Sulaimon poured acid on one Miss. Chika Egbo his girl-
friend who is the mother of his child, this later caused the death of the lady. Also Utebor (201 3) reported that
George Theanacho killed his living wife, Regina James in their residence sometimes in April, 2013, Etim
(2013) reported the raping and killing of a market woman by hoodlums in Uyo. In the same vein Isiguzo and
Oladele (2009) reported a case of 18 year-old girl rape ordeal by two male undergraduates. Nineteen
teenage girls who lived on the western weather coast during the conflict reported of being raped by forces
occupying or raiding their village (Secretariat of the Pacifie, 2009).

Levinson (1989) found that male economic and decision-making authority in the family was one of
the strongest predictors of societies that demonstrate high violence against women. Flood (2011) likewise
found that decision-making in the family was highly related to a husband’s level of violence. The most violent
husbands tended to make most of the decision regarding family finances and strictly controlled when and
where their wives could go,

Girls face many barriers to education some of them involve in violence or make them more vulnerable.
For example, many families place little value on educating girls, and prefer to keep them working at horie or
for wages elsewhere. Poor families who can afford to send one person to school will prefer to send the boy
leaving the girl (Abama and Kwaja, 2009). There is a global evidence of inequality in the area of preference
of sons to daughters, limited education and work opportunities for girls and women, and higher levels of
physical and sexual violence against girls and women.
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Women in many parts of the world have no social or legal recourse against violence by their husband
or partner, and men use domestic violence to diminish'women’s autonomy and sense of self-worth (Abama
and Kwaja, 2009). Women are frequently segregated involuntarily into different types of sports, events and
competitions specially targeted for women, Women’s access to positions of leadership from the local level (o
the international level, The values placed on women’s sports are often lower, resulting in inadequate resources
and unequal wages and prizes (United Nations, 2007). The positive outcome of sports for gender equality
and women’s empowerment are constrained by gender-based discrimination in all areas and at all levels of
sports and physical activity, fuelled by continting stereotypes of women’s physical abilities and social roles.

Recommendations
In the light of the findings of the study, the following recommendations are made:
¥ People should be educated on the effect of violence against women, o Wz
> Perpetuators of violence against the female gender should be prosecuted.
> Government should embark on the campaign against any act of violence against women,
»

Women organisations should have representatives in all government agencies to forestall any act of
intimidation from the agency where reports are being made.
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