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There IS .1 gr\)wlng concern over the increaslllg 1I\111\I1<.:r(,f !,r:ldlL'tc' hem!!; turned our .mnu.illv (1"<)111~lg.:rlJl1
SC11(1)ls (secolld.lrr and reru.try) with liulc or no sktll for sustCIl.II1C':. !! is also WOrtl~I)llll' t hur m.uiv re $1)1'1 10

cruue s, nCf:1rIlJlI' .ictrvuics, rivrl unrest .iru l Ihuggcry .1';:1 rc."ly 11c.m s ut' 'lIn'i\,.II while the lnhour market so.ns
.111111t.llh This nel·CSSI!.\leS :1 crnicnl cxumm.mon of the <cc Hld'lr) ::c!lo()1 curriculum, which forms ihc Ius" I)t'

lerlur)' cduc .111<'11ill Nigen:l, \·jlh a view 10 dcrcruunruy .mcl Idclltlf\'ing the d re.un. vision .md philo,:oplll'

ufllkrlylllg 1I TIll' l'UlpOSC of ilus p"per IS 10 fulfill dUI rim, lv IJs]; 1l) c'amll1lng rI,C prospects .md challenges of
ihc curncululll 111nrdl'r 10 detcrmlnc tlu- degree of ir s relevance for Ih.:: future and rhc :1Il..1I111lt'flt of [Ill' null 'rlnlllll1

dcn:lopmcnl !,o:l1s. I :111pl.)\ Illg :1 descriptive SUI'\'CY deSIgn, lh(" p:q't'r s.implcs :l total of son rcspoudvurs frllm
v.uious second:ll') 'Llwols. Qucstionnaires and do(u11lttll.lry .'llal),sls of rhc ' 'anonal sccorul.trv School CurneUlLl!ll
cout cur were cmi~lu)'L'd .IS m srrurncnts. , t:tllslicallooh; were also cmplovcd to :1I1.1h'Zt' d.u n. The cc-sults o br.un cd
showed Ih:1I .ccolllbry schoo] cu r rtcuh un had :1 significanl i.lfl·l'::f\c(' on the lifestyle and future li\'lIlg t)f vou ih s
Ir also showed rh.u ihc current curriculum content seems in.ulcquutc :'<)1' Illcuk:ltlllb fUIICIWILl] and SllSf.l1n:ll,1l'

skills in students. Th(:1'<': IS Ih('l'c(or.:: a need for an urdcnt .uid pr"l1pl review of this currcr.r currrculum In

.uldrcs s the 'lIh>!lI.!ilt:S.
}\~)'II'(lr"J. Sclu)ol Reform, Cui ncuuun Relevance, ~llrnculum l mprovcmcur , Curriculurn for ihc Future.

INT RO )UCT ON skills th"y must ha 'C for rhe 21" century \\'orkpl:tc'
rhcrcby c()nfirml!1,~ rhc need [ora sweepi.ng change 111
how we think about curriculum. This ooscr\'a(iol1 finds

support in l'-hrnot (20()<»)who opines ihnt "to succeed

111todav's wo rkpl.icc, young people need more lh:l1l

b:1S1C [Cadlng .lIbJ marhematics skills. Rruhcr, need
sub s ta n n n l c o n t c n ' kno\'lcdgc n n d inform:llltlll

fcchnolngy "Llb, <llh-ancc thinking skills, tlexlbiJtry ro

:1dapt ro chan:e, a s well .\S inrcrp crs o nal s k ills.

C()n~idcr:lhk esc.irch hSllt''' . riSing from curriculum-
based educari )11:11 [er( rrm (, rurrcd from the 19()()s

through thl' nullcnruun . Sll -h . n Cl1lcrgl11g body of
...cholarshIp IS;t product uf tI L. Increasing concern rvcr
he growing ~.lp bet \ C '11 -h r is rrnduionallv mugh:

III sclw()ls ;\I1d the applic: tIon ()f rh« 21 "-century skill".
IS on rccor 1 th:\[ l'1l1plll\'l'I':i noted since the e:lrly

()l)lb th.ir US schouls wen- nor rL'achlng srudcnrs the

-- -- ---_._-- _.. ---... ....-.....
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\","dll;.!: I,) [:I( [,I" _II'I)I)),lh,' hUt11.l11 ~1)('I("r\ i:-'1I1

dll,' ne- ,I ,,( 11.111.,' (,,' 1..11; "ItL n')r:\I-,b I, I ',lucart<)1'

,11.\1-"1'))1)\":\11<>11 I, 1 ) efC.111 , \"rilt-, :\I1d r:tlk ~lhnuI

till Ill'" l"lll.lnL rl" 1l11,-llIUll, (,I' [ut un: rl'k\':U1LC,

"\ ·1t:11 I 1.1) IH' Ill,(, I,d [ .1 t"uII,Lllll"lll:l1 shift in ho\\'

\\L' 11111t1" il » 'Ill Ihl rri: .lum. Th« CUrrl'IH IhillkiIl)!.

1111h, :-olllhl.llt!' 111(.\'1':'1 III is t1>:lt go\'crIl11ll'1l1 should

ll,lill(' I 1l' \\ h.u 11.l' IlliCllrlb :1l1d the schools :llld

1(,,1,,11('1; sh()lIld ,ll'I-IT.' tlh' h,,\\'-rhc InSrl'l1l'IIOl1

IH" ' ....:.:1 v I'll t, ,I 1 I I,.
hll'oIl11'S jl,")pL, .11',' r:1lLlllg ~Ihl ,UI ~HCless C()IHl'111

dlll'llll'1 .111,1 Ill' I' .•h .ur pr(J'-l'SS, d c man d uu; a

.11t"1,I, '11 ,IPIH'"I' I. r" I, .lchll1;';, In suuc n on m:l~
lleL'l1 It I)L':I p,.rt (): Ih" CllrnCllILln1 anJ C()llCL'nr

S1.lllI,hld..•,,(> dUI l' at' 1":ICbil1?; the skills st udcnt«
1\, cd ,IS rill':)' ,111:111'-, 10 l" )\Iege a ncl rlu- \\'orkpbce"

(rklLiIL\', 2(lI}I); 2)

1,,1 r ':i) 211(1-).." ern ('lILI\',' .uucul.uc 1 (he nee I
I. l! .i u l\ t' (I!\ till lut ru, in curriculuru de e'll1pm 'IF

\ 11,'11 hI' <:,)11)11\(" lip IS i1llpk 'it>ci:d srudic s lesson to
dl, •. i! t Ic' rl«: dltkrL'!1l (' IW!\\,l'L'11 what IS rrn liuon.illv
1.:,1,":' d ,.Ild t he . PI,ltl:t I Id!\ o( rhc 21" ccnrurv skills.
"ICIt!H'1111:\11 u .« h:1 :-'1'1'1,'0; uf f:1Ci", vc sl1l>ulJ .Il'pro.lch

till' SllhlL'ct III ,I prClIJIL'! h:t ...c:d \,:1:, for 111.r.mcc. hy
.it\ Idlll!:' ';(lHklllo; illlt) tc.uns, gl\'l! g c. eh rcam :: GP,"
,\Ill! "pl'Cit~c: lIO!\S ((JI' ,I cily' park, nnd [hen :J'king rill'

..,tdtkllr.., to pick rhl' best sire I() place r] l' p:([1' as we-ll
:IS .uricul.ue ,hI.' r.itionnl for their decision" (p, 17).
1111~ gl,)\\'lJ1g Ctll\Cl'1'1li,H" the pursuit, ( cllrriculum
h II' uu urc rdLT:IIlCL Ill.l_ he' bcn cr t:xpl.tinl·t! by the
l"lll< rglllg J,HHlIl:l1lCl' ll! the !.I,'."'~Iht' 1",,1,,1',' ('//,.,i,'"/",,,
IZ.:.lII/!nl'.I' which .uc 111' \ hl'1I1g 11'cd by 1l':lchcrs ill rhc

1 Iut ed ~ r :111.' S (f \ 11. r t Cl :11 I m Clre rh an ut h l' r

c. >111 cl riD )f rhc \ orld, I /17" [/".] ffl/m: ( l{ui,H/"/Ii flmji'd

Ill\ ('..•1, ,-(ll1 Idl'f.lblc U re and r 'Sllll1'CL'S to .bsl'ssing
till' im p.i c t If o ur ),,\TLltnllle<: ;Ind c o n s ta n r lv
dt". t'l(llllllg :1:1 !ptl rlllg Ct.rric\llulIl m n r c ri n l s

b ,I ,;" d t III 111pili f 1 l 1 e l LIc aI CH S (P r l) g r:1m 11le

I !.\lltlb,,,,k, ';'1111.
.\lIl1ll[llg 1<> f'.1.11 110 I uth cr l"':'ing, ~[cCLlllnlllgs,

~2Iltl{,) ',.Iy~,"\"l' lire .u. 1 nu 1\ ir}. dr .a ms COL1e visions
,lllll [rum \'ISH "IS l' III " Il\lS~lIlll," 'I hi:> St<ttcl11UlI is .1

IICc',''''~11 \ r"l' rill' d, \ It pmcnI of :111)' 1l.1Iion in :111 is

LI, els p:lrtlcul.11'l: Ihl' L'due IllOn llf its \'ouths.
t 'Ill rIl l.llIlll glllcr:t1h l.;\~ dL'\ t"l IjlL'd rhrul1gh \'ariC1u:'

j

P:II'..JI,'I I ,;ltlf,s; from rh c '1') Icri:111 rrn l\tr," l.\h

I1i .I 'l'I'ci'I'1 I J I· tcr P'l~'lIll(ltkl nism. F,ll'\1 p.lr:\dl,~' I

~htt' 1..1'0' h ILpitllll't\;\ (c>lIr';c: c)f study, lor 1l1',I:llk.,

\ ilL rh« ..,hT! I of cornpuls. lr~' s('hou'I[J~~ill till' l
:J1', '1l1ll I;-j,')(I, curricu\c.llll hCCltlIl' :111 l·..,I:lhlislll,

("<illl :lfi,1I1.1! hlll'prinl hili 'lllly \ 'LIlt rl r lUg!1 \ ,'r~, lu tl
ree( .rm \(11I ill he I·:igh I Yel r Srudv \ '[lIdl \\':lS ('11110III"[L \I

frol\\ lC)l,~) III 1')-1-1, which rurncd ou: ro le !hl' IlHJ I

siglllfH :1111 curriculurn :>lIldy ever n r.ul«, :IS It plCk,·,1

hol. S 111rh . n~~IJp:1tlcrn Ilf subjcct s hl'll1).' l.!lI~hl :1

thl' hl'SI \\':,)' I" prl'p:lrc SLUlcnrs fl)r ctlll,').!.C ,111,1thL
fUll ":. t.;l1h~"ll Il'l Ih, Ihe vurriculuru \\,:1 ~~r,',.rh ,,\t '1"ll

.u u] 11lt1liLIlL't hy:l ILlndt'lIl ()f C\ l'nb 111till' t[lliL" ,\1 I
IhL' ~!':nl s, I Ill' m-t.uic«, "Ill I ()5(), Bl'IlJI!lIll1 1)\". 11,

T:LtlnOnl,' t le I :,dUCHi,)ll:t1 Obiecti\','S, ,ll1d l.ucr lu
'1':1. l"tlmi,'~, !..id our ;t schetn:JI:1 (l( kno\\'lc,lg' ,\11-\

rlii: kill! pro '\.'sses whicl: rmnsbll'd int o :1d".'l'r \"ll'\\

l)f dlllJl','n', " ·ccprj(ll1:11iric.-" (p, 2), TIll' curnculum

\\'.., nlso rn h -nccd I)'; Ihc I.IUIl-hillg ,'l Spulllik 1 I,.
.hc Ru o rs JIl CktU'JlT-l, 11)57, \\111,h ndllllll.1lld III

the 11"1' ,d '~l'll"n~ u(lh,' "~1 ,lC,' r.ic c" :\lld Pl<lIl\P[lJ

\11 ,tIC: ,. r~' p,lIld ItnnwC\i:lrcly b\' slrt'n:-~t1l\'n!l1p: 11,

cui l dll!11 111Illl' ,\r('.l~ ()C 111:1I1)l'ln:lI.cs,~Ci"IICl', :!l1d

t't'r"I,~I' I.tn:,.',I.,lgl'S (\\'0' it rn and Rc: I1IJlds, I t)':'-) , Thi~

..•ht .\"s L1I.,rr'. rl h.is :11\\,:1) s been ;\ ,-,)[ICCrn, .tlIK'1! I" ,I

hili l'd t! ·t',rn, fc>r curriculum of lite [urun: which I'"

ex: leLL'" tu he IInpkmcnred onlv by ,I le,lchcr (l( th,'
fl',mre. T!H' icnchcr of (he fururc will hc l'x!lt'ctl'll It)

be ,I f:1cilit:ltllr\\'ho wil] I1ln(kl the "how of inl,'~r.lllll:

rhc "\\'h,'>", '\ -har", "when", "where" .mc] .' vhv" 111111

:1 Cdhl'rcnt wh o lc , stir up in t c rc s t by I're~l'l\l1ll.'

clullcl1ging questions rcquiring r!w use lllllighn md"1
t!lI!lhllg ,;\,;:11',and bc n resource jlL'l'SPII [or Ihe -,Irinll'

grc'lIps ill the c\a.:;sro()!11s,whereas t lu- curnrulum ill

tlll' fut u r vil l aIlovv . tudcnrs tu gr:ldll,lIC \\ u h
kl\(\\\'kd~l' b.iscd on 1'l':11-\\'llrld silu;ltions/pr<lhl('l1\s

sniJI,·d dld :-;,,j\'eci (Clr \'.did :llrl'mph m,HIe Itl Slil\l'

Ill, m) ill rh. cb~SrllOlll."
~ll\ltLtrl [ofnLlI cducn ion III • Ignl.l ...mcc 1\ -,

ill.-"ptiO:l III 1 :-H211:1s p,ISSl'llthrllugh v.iri, 1I1S11:Jr:ldlg111

slllr'r~ wilh variou- visions and go:ds, III rhc 1~'l'I'l.11

COtlll \:1, ,l LpllCk reil ctiOl1 :.ltll\\'S rhat dUlln~~ Ihl

(:ulu ,I:.! t.l, 18-L2 - (1)(I(l thL' :'Rs (l',·.tdillg . \\"rillll_
.lllt\ \nthm,:nc) formed thl' b:lsi::; I'll! r11l' Cl 1'1'1,'\1'1011

tlf prlm"n .•.1 I secnnc.l,lry schu"ls in "\2,l'li:1. ,\1 ril.l ,
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me, rl«. currrculurn ()t s,'c( nd:'f) schools \\'a:; lIlIlll
ur. )W, t'lilph:ISl 'Ing ollh till ,', ',l',llIli"L' d'II1):li11 to 111('

I ••I· I of <ltIHT dOJ1):lIlls. 'I lus ',I'U1,trio COIHll1l1cJ until

(he .(.In'l1l of Nlgcrla's CIvil \'~',lr (19G(j - IWil)). The
P( .," r r, il \\ ,II' .md cr.: hud Ib (Ut riculum b:1sed on

r I c ) IZ s (lZ l' C , J 11~ r r U et I0 11, n. f' 11:1biIi r :1r i 0 11 :1Il cl
I "CIJlIClh,ltllln);h g(),II~ ,lI1d llll:-.si')11 ObjL'Cl.I\·CS :111cl :111
lu- r u rricu lu r :1<tjl,'llk:> \\'CrL' 1:.i/llrL'd t own rcls rh c

c.ilrv.u rou of such gll:d:-;. I:nlll! rh,· ] <J7()s came the
L'ruvcrsnl 11rJlll:lry ]':duc1ti()1l (LIPI':) CI':! with 111:IS::;

hreLlc), :lS irs Cm us. 'I.'IlL' curriculum (pr rhis era wa s

basnl Oil pruvJdi'lgc\'Cry child (.f sdl!)(.! :I,l',l' In Nig('ria

\\ tlh rl':ldlllg, \\'t'lrlng and 111.11hcn .ancal skills.
The )'l':lr 1l)t'2 \\,ltlle~sLlI ih,- introduction uf the

(I ).) -l system (.f ,'duc.lIll>ll 'hieh consrsicd of sjx

(':11S (If prlln:lry, rhrc« y -ars (If l' uuor secondary, three

I'C:lrs ,)1 senior sccond:ll) :IllL1 four ),c:u·s of terria rv

cducuuou. The curriculum here W:15 hroad based and

lut! lii'L' skills, digllll) of l.ihour, L'll1phasis on practical

skills, technical skills, value-s :llld rulrurc embedded in

11. I lowcvcr, the 6·,)-)--1 s: src Jl ,)f education \\,:15

adludged LO h:1\ e railed irrespective or the curricular

se c . T'ln s ta ilu rc IV,),> p ro b ab lv a ta ll-o ut of

gU\ l rumcnt's 1I111'rt.:p:lJ'l'dllI'SS ,1Ild [lIabili!:) re provide
the resources (material and nrmruaterial) ro enhance

(he succc ssful implementation ()f the curriculum. A,t
present, t hc l.lnivcrsnl Basic I .ducation (UBE) has taken

(ill' ccnt re stagc in rhc igeria educational s)'ste111. This
requires a Fre-e and cornpulsorv «ducauonnl package

for :111 school age children and adults In the society.

The c ur rtc u lu m s h o i Id a l s o be rcv ie w e d to
.icc ornmo da tc rhc objcc nvcs :!l1d mission of the
gm-L-rnml'nr. There currcnrlv seem to be indicauons
~lIggl'Slll1g all imuuucnr shrfr towards a ()·S·-I- s~':rem

wli: .h, for sornctirn« in Nigena, \\ ,lS the educational
oricnrauon.

Norwithsranchng :111 ch,· move-ments forward and
backward ovc r curriculn r iSSllt'~ 111 Nigeri:1n schools
rhc number of gradll:Ht': rurricd our annually from
these schools especially ar the secondary level, with

lrrrle Of no skill for sustenance, Ius hccornc worrisome.
rhe \ rsiou of the Iururc tn Nigel'l~11lsecondary schools

s rlurcforc rrnprurcd arid \VC hard!\' think bcvond what

xv - I- 1()'" 111 r!1L' present. I;urrhcrmo[c, it leaves the
" . ,I' wu h » vaglle 1Jl1:1W' of rhe rururc full of fearful

spect:1tc)rs, 1'.1I '1':!11;', (1'( >111 terrorism ('[ vnrious forms

incll1dillp kii lI1:!ppini'" armed I'ohhny, \':11'10tlS fC)rm~

of v iolcnce :'nd ('\'en 1) rnnnic.il conrr 11 of our gL'nl'tic

destinies.

I t1 th c \ icw ()f Pinnal', Revno lds, Shttny :llld

Tuuhmnn (I 1}()5) , rh(' lllldcrst:lIldlllg of r.ur nculurn is
making t he curriculun- to reguhte soci:lllife t oward-;

(he .utninmcr. t (I f ,,(.( l,lI goals, 111 :1 simil.i I' token, BrL'lldr

(20t)5) opim-s rhur kl't()\vkdgl' is as dvn.imic :IS social
cha!lges in :t sncin) nrid cduc.irion should stay :ltlC):lf

[() transform rlu-sc ch:lIlgl's. Ir becomes imperative rh.u

if cduc.u ion should -;t:ty a Ilon r In rrans for m rh csc

change,', rlun [he curri, \I lu III should provide an avenue

for the rC;1l!;I IrI'JIl ()( rllc .mucipa tcd goals. In an iJl':t!
settillg, li1L' curriculu.» I" reg:lrded as a guide 10 :t1lthc
educational pr:lC'tic,'s. I r dictates the to ne and direction
w which cducauon in rhc socicrv must tilt. This makes

it nccessarv t')t' curriculum. to incorporate not only an

adequate kru wledge of the society in die present but

also of the tururr-. Thus, Ber1l:1.rd Shnw (1 ~56-191~(l)
:IS quoted h) Fp!.II' (20()5) stares that "man is made
\\-isc not hy his recollections of rhc past but by the
rcsponsihilirx he :IS~UIllCS for its fur.ue". I le WC-11r

furrhcr 1'<) sal' L1uI 1I1:1fl can and indeed lleed [0 assume
rcsponsibilirv for the future as this is the essence of
cduca tio n. This c xp l.uns the need for currtcu lu m
planners to t lunk :llld plan for tomorrow, Secondary

school studcnrs must be cducn tcd wisely 10 cope
with t lrc fu tu re in a W:I}' tha [ fundn mentally dit'Cers from

the P:lst. T'lu s iuvo lv c s dcveluping a cu rric ulu m

d cd icn rcd tt. prep:1.ring the young to deal with

circumstances that reflect Nigeria's current needs.
desires and :t~ pirations.

f\ccordjl1.~ tu I Lt:. cs PUU-I-), such future LUITICUl:t

mu. t equip. L'cond,lIT <chool vouths with the ~kjl1s for

eng:1:~ll1g in the ,111.1, Sl' of the future, exploring the

r<ln~t' and nature of choice' .ivailahlc ro i lic-m :111(\

above- all ass: on::, 11 ell, In rakiL1~ \11 ('a JlIllp,ful dl'CtSIOIlS.

This hL'C"l!11C~ IIn;1 r.mvc III rhe socicrv IOd:!}' as die
coulHry is f: ce d wir li :1 nlrtL'r), Dj-' ~t)Ci:11 Ills like

u n c rnp lovrnc n r , s(1('ul unrest, vo ut h rcs trvc nc ss,

violence, hIgh r.uc ,f c nrnc s, huollg:lll:sm and the

.uirr-cedcnt P( verrv Ih.11 .'trIS(,rhcr« tr- un. lr is cotnruon

knowledge 111rhc L'dnc:tflol1al j1a 1'1.111C(' ihar the rum ut'

ccluc.rrion is rll prl'p:Jrl' t h c youths f(lr a hctrcr future

- - - ..--- ------------,-- ~---..~~~
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III lmc \ -irh rh,' n::lliw's ()( tlu-u soclery ancl the \ -orld
III genn:t1, 1:pLtll (2()()')) corroborates this when he
affirms that 111rhc fILl' ut the most difficult re.iliry of
time wl.i .h IS .1 long l"lngt' and profound unccrrainrv
of rh,' future, th 're is an urgcnt need to make existential
dccisi,)1 s fur ,,\If'>(,,,"C and UtII' children des )itc these
1I1 ccrU ntics. It rhcr, fm" behoves rlie educarionists,
r u rrrc UI:lI'ISlS, or licr sl.11:cholLlcrs .uid gc)\'ernmclH

po!tC\' m.rkcrs tu ell, :1'<'rhar education truly prcp:1res
the ),Otilhs ror m.:al1I11gr-ld und construcrrvc future
thruu/1. wlucl: due. iinll can be made :1 tool per
l•.cr cll c Ice tin I1:H1<: ,11 tiL'\'elopment as stntc I in

Nation. I PUIJL\' f( r l: lucarion CWO-L~).

STATE 1 T 'OF P OBLE_

t\l:lll}' school lcavcrs III , ligerIa today arc no longer
aCylllril1g rh' -nmpt:[ ncies ncce sarv for self-r liancc
as entrenched 111 the I. uon.il Policy on •. ~ducacion
(~Oll-+). To be prcci: c. the school no longer prepares
the youths f, r Itft:)f 'or' n tter graduation from

schools ) t is .1g. 111:( tl ~ background that this study
cxarru ncs the extent to which the content of the
uatioi :11 sccoudarv :LLlllJI cur rrr ulurn is embedded
with the concept of .1 more functional .m d
rcahstic curriculum rh.ir :l crually prepares vouths for
:1 t r uly rcn h s n c future. III a manner capable of
making them function well in the face of the future

eh: II 'l1gcs_

PUI POSE Of THE STUDY

The study is aimed at e,=amining the extent to which
rhc curriculum content of secondary education in
Nigeria prepares the vouths for meaningful living in
the future. Specltically the study seeks to:

Fxamine the chall '( ges and problems
inhercnr in th c current secondary school

curriculum
.\sCerlaln rhc exrcnr to which the curriculum
provides opp' vrnu itics to the vouths for better

hYIng.
Determine the r .lcvn ncc of the curriculum
for sust.unahlc rjn'CI()pmellt in rhc COllIHr),

Identify the l'mergent Issues that m:l)' arise
from such n.uisforrnation of the curriculum

content.

I'lC ~EA ~C -1 ~ T.cSTIONS

1. ,\"\1: t :lr< the ('h:l\il'nt;e~; :lncl prohkms inhcrctH in

tlu: i're~ , u second:1ry school currr -ulum?
Dlh'~; till present curriculum provide :l(k'lu,lrL'

oppUr! 11 itics for a better li"ing?
Is thc present curricu lurn rcleva nr f(lr fl'llrl
I nuon.il lkvclopmcI11 :l11cl susrn in. hili~';'
\'('h:lt ::re the i ssucs dUI n1:1Y.msc (rum rlic Ill'\\

cu r ric 1I1UIll?

3,

-k

lv TI- OnOLOG .

The sur, \'! method design W:1S used :II1Ll ih« L (\I IlL'

sec )l1du), schools illl.:lgos SUI' sL'rn'd as popula,ion
for the, rudv. Using the suuple rnn dorn s.\mpllI\~
tecluuc uc, ~\'L out of th« SIX e~i,ting -ducarion .hsrncts
in the start' \ 'ere selected. Two sccoudarv schools were
als I ran lnmly selected [rum each of the cduc: tion
disr ric rs t o make :J. total or rc n -;clh)uls, Fo r rv
rcsnoudcnrs -c,mrriSlll! ~() srudcnt s and ~O t >:Ic!lers
were s: tnpk l trc 111each scho )1 \\h1l ' 2() oft! -ia]" (It

the ,'r:ltl' Ministrv ut" F luc.rtion \\-en: sampled from
each .hstri .t to 11akc a 1 1(:11 of fin: hundred (SU(I\
responJL'l11s trorn a ro ss the 6\'c zones. _\ twent), irem

three-point scaled qucs rio ns with the options or
"agreed", "dls:lgreed" and "uncerr.un", served as the
msttumcnts for the study, The questionnaire COl11pt"iscd
[W(' sections, namely: Section \: Biodaia a nd Sect ion

B: [he resr ire ms. The content of the qucstionnnir«
was fa cc i vn hda tccl by curriculum expcrts from the
Un.versiry of Lagos. 1\ tesr-reresr rcli.ibiliry c.,;rlm:1fl

of 0-.9 asccrt:lineJ (he rclinbilir, (If rhc ins rurncnt
Furthermore, simple Ircqucnci .s ancl perccm ilc \\T\'l"C

used for analysis of the data,

,-cSULTS D DISCUSSlON

Research question 1 sought to cxn rninc the ch:1Ikngc,
and the problems inherent in the present sccond.uv
school cur riculuru. From the analysis of the sccondarx
scl.c.ol curriculum, it w. S g:lthcred th.u the: content

l.icks skills, L\C\'dl)pm -ntal :lclivirics ere, which arc
r a p a b l c ()f ensuring youths e m p o wc r m cn t l

cnl.annng :In·,ductlnry :1nJ better li -ing. Moreover, the
curriculum l.icks the pr.icncahry required tor susr.unablc
de elllpl11l'IH of the youths, hence, the pcrenni,t1
recurrence of the sn mc set of so cral problem,:
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um-rnpl. « m.uu , P ) en" 11111.1 !:thollr, v ioh-nc«, de.

111.11h:h ph; Ilnll., It, 'nh 'l .nJ.II"Y ,clh)()1 gr:ldu.ues

t~ .Il bur :1bo rho 't' "I hi:,lll'l insriruuons.

Rl's(',lrrl lllll''>tillll.2 a rt '1 lpred IP asccrr.un [he

.I'!<-<il.ln (If t lu: prL'~t'1 t r urrt "1I:1111l 111pru idlll!'; fl)r

1)l'11~ r 11 'lt1g 1111{)llg Ih' \' Hltll •...

•. '..1 I (" 1

Adl"ll'l.lc), of rh c Prt:~"I,1 :"lnclIlull. ill Pro 'iding

Better Lit,tllg [<or rh e Youths

1:(1': l .r: l!.1J11 ./ f) (J 'J;)/,,/

I.'.) :; !2 5(11)

('Ill ;) (Ill) (2.5) ,1(111)

1"8 IS S(JU

,'1'>.5) (l. 'i) ,l.ll) ( I (10)

hili
..,- 5' IlJ_J

(" 1.5) (I.~I) (5.0) \ 11)0:,

:lClllliSI11()11 ut 11ft .skills .uu.l rhus pr()Jl101l' special
rr.u sf.um .•trm. l'un11l:"rrnOrl', th« prL'''l:"l1t curriculum
ha,; he, ,')!11' .I ro ur in c :IS ir IS rn on o fnc c tcd nn d
dllTCt(,(j m-un l , ro vn rd s preparing t h c sru dc n r s
fpr l\l~~l,( r uv-.rit ur to n w ir h h e :lSS Imp non t h ar

all ~n',II d,lr) ~,J,uul gradl1:lrcs will evcnru.illv be III

11lghn u.stitut « I 1~.

T.IDI, 2 Shd\\'S (L,:['lt)J1d 'J1lS' , ic v ou the relevance
or till' CC(llhl: rv school curriculum :IS s tn t cd III

research question _).

T:,blc 2
ctcv nee of dIe Se coridr ry School Cur ri cu lurn for

Su sx.un , b lc Dcvclopmcru

_\. Cur ru.ulurr, "b,·s .in

Itnp"1 r.mce roll' In the

rsr.u II tit( (r 'lgY!Ll

Lcon. my
The [.:.dll) "t.lo.:cd III I.ag'"
.1~rL il,)\\'s Ih.,1 rlu- sccon d.ny

.hool curru ulum to,ld), is
1'l·1l1.:'11l·1!(·

Fhe se ~ond'lr\' school
LUHlCilu III d(K no t p rovrdc

ror .1 !1le'lI~llIt'flll future for
cc 11 L rr c hool leavcrs

D. The Sl 'roo. cur riculurn is llllltc

re -v.mr to the second.irv
sch 0 t~!.ldu:][c~

E. There' I: ur t HI need fur a
re.ihs u 0.: Irll(I,I,I(11 for

rr.msf rrn ..li III 'h.!r will

gu. rar

.md :,

A D l: 'J~)/oIi

455 18 27 son
(l) 1.0) (3.(,) (5.-1) (Iom

-1::- -(5 28 51111

( '5 S) t') 1I1 t5.5) (IIII I)

-120 52 2K 50()
(84) 10.5) 5.5) (lOO)

332 60 108 SOli
(()6'-+) (12l)) (21.6' IUU)

330 105 65 5uU
(G6.!)) (21.0) (1\.0) (IUO)

IF c s n o n 3 tried tu d ererminc the

re le v: ne III r hc scco ndn ry school curriculum for
Sl1SLlIll.1b l' • L' ('pment 111 igl'ri.1. ,\ guoJ m:l)orlry

of the re P( 11louts were uf the view ihar curriculum

plays .l :tl' -nr rr t \11 the sustrunabiliry and developrn .nt
of IhL' _ '!st'l': ecc nrllny, ,\ review of the responses to

(he ucrn c.lfeg In -s ,\-E above revealed thar, 4-55
(91.0" ,,), -L:::'- (oS:;o ,-l2U I'of ,,),332 (GuAo 0) :tnd 3_)()

(6().01l ,,) l'eSpOJlL CIH" were in the- nffirrnarivc while 10
(33' 0) and 4" q U" "J, 52 (' OS) •.), GO(12.0° u) and t I15
(21.1)0 u) lus:tgrt'l',l. On the other 11:111J, 27 'SAil 0),28

\ The curin . [urn L"lIlllll 01

illl ,(,(,)1\,\"1'1 r h- ",1-> I,

'lLlllL t'l.ILl, jll,lIe

I{ I'hc (LtrIlLI lum pr' "k

ade'lll.Il<: "PP"! IlItllIIC', tor
,,:If d",'clol'!111'!l1 of t lu-

school lc.iv -rs
lo .u u c.•1tul .1.: rl:( '1Ill.HIt (I

11',:rc I' Ill), 'Ill Ill'<d III

I,','I,'\\,' rh« llllllClIhll1l I"

cnh.uu:c

D. Th c' 1'1l"CIII cu rru.uluu i "

dllLlll'clm.llnlj I<l\~.lf,l

pn:p.lrttlg the students tot
ht!,hl'! lIbll Ufl<lll

B

tC -(~ 5 50u
tN.'» (9.)) (l lI) ( IIIU)

(

'1 abk- I ,huws rh.it m.qoruv of the respondents

(rc.rchcrs, S(UJL'!1(S arid office Is) are of the 0PllU0I1

that rill' curuculum is grossl~ mad '<'luate in content
,11lL! rh e rc IS no s u fr ic ic n r provision of such
opportunitie: (like skills .1' Ilusition, developmental
.ictivin 'S ere) tor secou LI[) chool leavcrs. \ review
or tilt' rc~p,)tISes to the item G (t.:gunes ~\-D above

rc\'c:J.lcll ihnr, ..J.S.\ (%.5" -. -l·7H (95.5') 0), -168 (<)3.50;\)
.1l1d 4-1'" (~<).:" l') re pUI1Je!l! respectively support cl
(he :1-;SL'rtl(lll IIlJ were vcrv criucal (>f the curriculum
coru cnr ill rh: I regard, lulc 5 (1.0°;,),7 (1.5u 0) and 48
(9. '1) of t hc n sp' 1!1l1-ut-s WI.'IT of the opinion rhar the

ru rrtculum t,; IdL'lju,lI":1'-; It Is )nl~-, ft'\\' respondents
12 (2.~" ,,), I ' (3.0" 'I) 25 - _U " and 5 (l.llD·o) were
1 nccrtam and ,h'l\\ cd n. I c. 1I1 ern. Th •..high pcrccl1 tage
ut" lilt: rL'sj1<11 dents who ,lgr(? .J c,) the m.idequacy of
lilt' prt'St'lt[ c urnculuru I' worrisornc and calls for

nrgcnc I r.uisform.u« HI. Thus ,dcgok' C2(01) and Ti-,f'\\'e

'Il(lo) assert .hor there b 11': ',I for tr3nsfotm:ltion of
c' cur nr ulum 1[1 such ,l \\':1) ih.u u would enhance the

il



mill n u: 1111 .lcvelopmcnt g(;ab, The tlh.h

rh,'';, ',)ild:lry :clt.)(\\ curriculum h~: :i~11lfi .l

illil'.ll'll' e ,,1\ the lifc"lyk .!nd future II\'ing()[- [he \0\

'I he n'~ ihs showcc! that there I~ no adc'lu:l£l" cU'O

pro\ ist- III ror funcriol1.l1 :\1ld SU~I:II11:1bk In-l11\!, kl
is t h,'f"f.)I,' C\ idcnl fro11\ the srud , tll:1r t hcr ' l' I
ro ,'L".l,'\\ rh c C(>lHCIH of t.hc [:ItIllll.1I Sccon
~lh.lIll cur riculi m rCl Cll1br.ICC rhc soci:J! r,:tln
our rim« .m d the distnn cc future suc h [11:1l :Idc,

! I ----------'- --
\ c.,.c: I" 11)0 21.£," ul (IS 1 'U) I ••) rC~p()lllkll t wr rc

un: ,·rLlIII. lllis l •• ,Id he :IS :1 resulr (If it';1h)r:1nCC .ind
Ito. l h.i ll.mr .n nn. I· tol nnr« d1:tI issues, The rcahrv :l~

LIe. J lit 1,:1,,":' ~"tr' \'.111C11 IS ihc :1IT:1 of srudy and
Jill\.-l'll rh; nn I< I •• I l.lrt,l' S\II)\\'S rh.u tlic secon.larv
"ll"I()1 r u rri i l m l'Ilhy h:1S not onl) b ccom c

In.lIln!ll,llL' Ihll d )L" 10[ SCl'Il1 ro ensure :1 successful
l'lI11lrl' ll)1' Ih,' sch • ,I gr.HllI:tll'S :1IIII rlic so crcrv 111

gCll..:ral.

Research ,!l,'-,I.lJl -I rrrcd rll [ lcll(ify d1L' cmergenr

issue: II .IL I1U, .11'1'>' fr,)1l1 {he nnticip.ucd changc: in

[h ' cu r riculu. I, I h, resp(lnde!1[s poinred our rh c

full Iwing .1" S'dlh "f {he issues rha t relluirc atrentio!1

r()t i11L':U ccs ()f t l ~.Iurur« eurri. -ulum, These include:
Ih ' prm I~i. 111 ()t' ill service rr:\lning for the pr:lct.icillg

tcu -her. (Cl prl·p .•rt- rh '111 [I) effec[l\'cly rn ckle the

ch:dJL'l1gCS po: ·d h) rhc future curriculum.
Th; tr.11111ll~~'l)uld take uiffcrellt dimension

't:1l.111a rs, \\', 1Iksh. IPS (It I[ 19 a nd short), con Cc:rCIlCl'S :111I
other forms (It S\\(IIT rr:1ining. This is \'l'ry crucial for

et t't CtI\T Il11plL'l11t'nt:.tl< in of the curriculum hec nusc
LC:I -hl rs .1" un p lc m c n tc r s can make or mar .mv

curn ulum no matter how sophisticated tt 1ll:1:' be.
:)iI1111.\['!)" r h crc 111:l: be the n c c d ro ["CVIC'" rh e
curnculum pack:1gl':i of prc service teachers in the
cullc1-!,t:s .u ul f.1Ci.t111l'" of education in line \ -irh rhc
rransformed scco udarv school cL1rriculum,,\ rl'-

omnr.uion of the Sl.lkeholLkrs in education (p:lrellt~,
tea -h -rs, learners, 'duc;ltionists, ere) is also identified
,IS, n nrcn of cc .nr crn. Other important issues ideruitied
tu .ludes, prl)vision of facilirics for tcnching/Icarning
prc.visron of ill tr.isrrucru re, provision of teachingailb,

l.ib ir.u.oi ies ,1I1d \\ orkshop for practical experiences
\ is :1 vis \\'lHld \ 'UI ks, etc. suffice it to .,:1Y that all these
h:1\ c henv , cost implications. T'hc go\'crnment has to

Ill([C:1SC her buduerarv allocation to accommodatc . 11
" .

these expenses,

et NCLUSION AND
I ECO, l:MENDATIO IS

llus P~lj .r h'\~ .rrt erup tcd a critical cxauuu.itrou ( f the
prc IspeCIS an d eh.dknges L1t- the ~cc()IlLlan Sci1001
cm n -ulul11 111 1 'en:l, :1!c)ng idc the dream, "iSH In, :1nJ

pll.Josl)ph 1I1Il\( r~,'1!16 it, with a view to dl'rl't'minil1~

tlu dl'~n:l' ot rt n.levanc to the future :1!1d the

soci.!! fni1"torm:ni,)Il, nn ti n:11 tll'\-CIOPl1ll'l1t • n

SOLI" L'lonnmic wellbeing of rh c indl\ id 11
p, n:cL l.ulv secDnJ,lry school lcavcrs :1I1dorlu r. d
.m.un l1i~~hcr education Hased Oil ilie :1Il,II)'si' l)'-1
n.sult-, :111L!r rhcr iindlogs of the study. lilt: tU.ld 1

l'eCtH1111cndutions arc made:
T!1ar an ardent and urgent rev re v o r he
~econd:lr)' school curriculum content b

c,lrricJ out.
That :ueh re vie \ be made [0 rd11 et Ihe true

rC:I'itiL'S o f the society such rhur the :.1'
l.crwccn rl c school world :1\1L1 the socicrv h

n:lnu\'t'd,
That the rev Il'\\' be l11:1CJeto ('((eer rhc mclusion
ut' life skill« and o tlu-r pr.ictical skills ill [he

l u r nculurn.
Th.ir [he review be such rhnr GHerS (m the
future of secondarv sehoollc:1\'ers .ind cnst.rL'~
.idcquntc empowerment, improve d ,::;()CIO-

ccon mic life for the II1dj\'idu:1ls and l1:t[!011:11

development,
That such a review as wdl be Gl.rned out shnulJ
draw on apprcci:1bk experi.ences from various

educatjon:11 settings that have stood the test

of time,
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