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FOREWORD

Cultural Quiz for Niger State Pupils by Professor S. J. Timot y
Asobele of the Department of French, Ibrahim Badamasi Babangida
University is a welcome addition to the growing list of scholarly
works to come out of the Faculty of Languages and Communication
Studies, especial y the several issue off a humanities based journals
of Art Education Management Science: Vol No 12012, of which Prof.
Timothy is a member of the editorial board, Lapai Journal of
Language and Literature and Communication Studies. Lapai
Research in the Humanities, Cultural Quiz for Niger State Pupils is
unique, in the sense that, it seeks to make the Late Sir Ahmadu Bello,
The Sardauna of Sokoto and Premier of Northern Nigeria (1954-
1%0) wise saying - "Let us try to understand OUT differences 50 that
we can live in peace with one another; with his slogan: "One people,
One Nation, One destiny, its bed rock.

It is true that Niger State pupils will in future have dealings with
their counterparts from all the 36 states and FeT of igeria, hence
the saying that the unity of Nigeria is based on unity in diversity.

Cultural Quiz for Niger State Pupils is an open treasure of 2000
years of TSQCdeNupe and NOK Terra CQtta cultures, that made Dakar
1966 Black and African cultural festival, to name Nigeria the Greece
of Africa: with several cultural landmarks. As readers go through
this well researched book, they will discover that it is what unite us
as a nation that the author dwells on. Apart from the geography of

iger State, the power state, with 3 hy ro electric dams, Kainji
National Park, Languages of Niger State, the cultural influence of
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rp boya, caJled Igunuko in Isale-Ek h "
.rr _/o 0, were It 1 now part and

go State cultural heritag " , , "
b th fact th his I ,1 gIvenvISlbIhty,Iamexcited

at t IS IS an Important follow up to Prof Ti
sob le authoritative book Ni " , nnot y

20th Century. ' gena 5 Cultural Diplomacy in the

The influence of Nupe Cultu ' K
the kal 'd re In ogi and Kwara States as well as

er os cope of cultu IQui f
units, that make up the f::erat::: o~e~b~r state of the federating
the author nu kn 1 igena, were search lighted by

, s ow edge of Our differen Ibel' ,
alutary inf1 ces, ieve will have a

uence on Our way forward to the
deveJopmentofour ati 'N' , growth andon. igena.

It is gratifying to note that Pro S J T' h .
... imot y-Asobelehas lied hi

academic energy during th C. app I s
d . e orona VIruS lockdown (COVID-19

pan emic) to produce a k h ' '
doubt that our pupils in w~r t at strikes universal cord. I have no

prImary and second h I
our tertiary institutions 11 '. ary se 00 s, as well as

a over igena will find th b
companion in the knowled f e ook a useful

ge 0 Who we all are as . .
therefore recommend Ni S igerrans, I
and ' . , tger tate Cultural Quiz to both academic

public spmted Nigerians deterrnin ed to k
. eep a copy' theipnvate libraries, municipal lib . In elf

because books link 1 ranes, as well as state libraries,
ti peop e to people, state to tates and nation tna Ions. 0

Prof. A. K. Adamu
Vice-Chancellor

IBBULapai, iger State, igeria.
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DEDICAT 0 (Abubakar Gimba)

T is authoritative work on the life of the people of iger State
is dedicated to my late outstanding NYSC cohort member of
August 1974 to July 1975, Mallam Abubakar Gimba w~o
served with me in what was then South Ea tern State, m
Calabar College of Technology camp through August 1974-
July 1975. He was a committed Youth Corper and showed
admirable leadership qualities in camp and in the local
languages: Efik and Ibibio classes. We all enjoyed Prof. Essien
Udom insightful orientation lecture where, the Ibadan
Univer ity and Captain Essien the military Governor howed
to our delight that the pen is mighiier than the sword.

It is true we parted ways from the University of Calabar's new
site on the Airport Road to our various states. He, to the
Northwestern State, with the capital in Sokoto, where he
served out his civil service initiation and I, to Lagos, to resume
duty in the Nigerian Foreign Affairs Ministry r...:arinaon th~ S:h
of August 1975, as a young recruit into the vibrantpost-civil
war diplomatic mainstreaming.

I was later to leave for M.A., M.PhiL, Ph.D at the French
Prestigious (SORBON E OUVELLE),University of Paris III
from the so" September, 1975 to 9th ovember 1979. We never
met until I started work in the Department of Modem
European Languages of University of Lagos from April 6 1981
- 2019 August. But as luck will have it, I met him in early 1990s
at Union Bank Marina Lagos, where he and Alhaji Hammid
Taju, my classmate at Kabba Provincial Secondary School
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o I' 1963 67, worked as directors. I was working on my
uthoritative play on the life and times of Sir Ahmadu Bello

th arduana of Sokoto and Premier of Northern igeria,
titl d Gamji. I gave him and Hamid Taju a copy each of the
manuscript, which in his usual eclectic mannerhe was happy
to go through and wrote his comment, which gladdens still my
heart till today. What surprised me a little is: 11Did Dankabba
really play such role in the life of the Northern Civil service of
Sardauna Era?" Iresponded that yes. The likes of Ambassador
M.M Toluhi, newly arrived from FourahBay College Sierra
Leone, S.B. Awoniyi, Daniyan, Osha, Waziri. Abdul etc. held
sway in the newly independent orthern Nigeria (1959).

We reviewed and renewed our YSC Calabar Camaraderie
which made me to introduce him to the I]OKO OTA WRITERS
RESORT in Ogun State, where he read some of his poems and
we discussed his artistry, with me, as the Critic-in-Residence
on that occasion. It is important to state that I had earlier on
invited my classmate for a reading session at the same venue.
Thus the three of us became an articulate Arewa literary
presence among the Lagos literati. That exposure Igave him
fired his imagination to keep on producing works of very high
literary qualities, to the point that he mounted the coveted
chair of Association of Nigerian Authors (ANA) chairmanship.
His chairmanship led to making Minna, Capital of Niger State
a vibrant, center of literary activities in Nigeria.

Now convinced of his literary ascendancy, I dedicated the
Hausa version of Gamji to him: a great Area ovelist.

x

1111 L III tural Quizzes for Niger State pupils, 1am happy to say,
I pll lish d, in recognition of ourliterary camaraderi~ in l.ag.os
111 th 1990s and it is an indelible stamp of our fnendshIp,
fri nd hip that made me to gladly assume lectureship duty in
th department of French, Ibrahim Badamasi Babangida
University (lBBU)Lapai in the Month ofJanuary 2020.

The chapter dedicated to Malam Abubakar Gimba works is a
loud testimony to our friendship. He, being a foundation Pro-
chancellor and Chairman of council, who laid the academic
foundation of IBBUL in 2006 and I, a friend indeed, intent in
howing the world that his absence in the body does not mean I

have forgotten him. No to out of sight out of mind syndrome.
He was a literary giant of all time. Hence, this work of large
academic scope and breath on his people, the iger State
people. May God bless the family and children he gleefully
wrote letters to in his life time.

Au - revoir: Hasta luego, so long.
Guten mangen, Lapai
July, 2020.
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RODUCfION

I t 11 try to understand our differences so as to live in peace
'it/. one another. Sir Ahmadu Bello (1909-1966).

Imu t from the on set give a rounding Merci beaucoup, thank
you sir, to our Amiable Vice - Chancellor, Prof A.K. Adamu,
who has granted me an opening in the department of Fench of
our prestigious University: Ibrahim Badamasi Babangida
University (IBBU) Lapai, since January zo" 2020. This is so
b cause, the history of Kogi State, old Kabba Province to which
I belong, in general and Kabba Kingdom and Nupe Empire is
so intimately link, both in substance, governance, language
and cultural borrowing. I must say I am welcome home,
because the Bawa Salka, the Jeremiah Gana, Garuba Kuta and
many more upe pupils were my school mates at Kabba
Provincial secondary school Okene in the 1%Os.

We studied together, played games together and what is more,
Bawa Salka held the Northern igeria sprint record during
Our Arewa Athletic Jamboree at Ahmadu Bello Stadium in
Unity Schools in orthern Nigeria, for cross pollination of
ideas among the youths in the north.

This Cultural Quiz is a continuation of Sir Ahmadu Bello's
spirit of building large scale community in which no man is
oppressed. This cultural Quiz is a follow up to my 2007 Cultural
Quiz for Kogi State Pupils. The cover of this work how-case the
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