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Abstract

The advent of the Internet, combined with the development of commercial network providers has opened up a lot of
opportunities for individuals, schools, and organizations to communicate with each other and to share information. This
umnvesﬂmn!mdywhnlumnﬂmmmwym mmmm DJ(I!I
female and 98 male participants) N ity lled in two N 10 semi-
wmmmu,mmmmnum L(‘“‘ I The data collected
were subjected to chi-square statistical analysis. Thnnwlnwmnﬂﬂe-lhvﬂm mh*-—hd
female participants more than male participants would rather engage in cyber-learning most of the time. However, the
mﬂh»ﬁ‘mmo’tﬁwMkipuuﬂmdmhwtdsmbwlwlhnhmm-mm

Hkely o answer “Yes™ 1o the question “Would you rather cngage in cyhnpu-lnmq most of the ime™ The resuits
learning

also showed that most of the participants have positive di

cybersp

Keywords: cyberspace, i learning, cyberspace-learning, Nigeri iversity students, attituch
INFRODLCTION stream at a variety of points, rather than be forced 10
According (o Strate (1999), the term “cyberspuce” which  follow a predetermined path. This approach allows

was coined from the parent term “cybernetics”™ was able
W0 represent the many new ideas and  phenomena
regarding  the  interiet,  networking  and  digital
coninunication that were growing dramaticaily

Coberspace 1w the elecronic  medam  of  compuler
weowhich onbme commumication lakes place

Maffhn H 2009).
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An attitude can be defined as a positive or negative
evaluation of people. objects, event. or activities. It could

also be desciibed as “a settled way of thinking or feeling
about some

»~
Learning to the process of acquisition of
knowledye ills by bemng taught. studying. practicing,
or expenenc iy something

€ omputer-hised learnmg irclude the following

) € di (CAL. (b) the internet's
World Wicke Web (WWW), (¢) Electronic mail (E-mail),
(d) Chat-rooms commumication, (¢) Videosconferencing,
(1 Puperless  classcoom  and (@) Inderactive
computers televisions, and satellites

() Computer-nssisted fnstruction (€ AL

Computer-assisted Insteuction (CAD can be considered to
be the greatest value of computers which reside i the
ability te provide woproved support to ¢classroom

wstruchion. and there e ties of
v

valiv software prygiam
sl s

Some softwagye e grated a tumber of comporents from
traditional classroom instruetion. There are menu-bused

applications that allow students o enter the invrmation

students to determine what they think s important rather
than what the instructor has  deemed  important,
reinforcing  students’ ability to control the learning
process which could result in a reduction in the un-m
of ¢k time. Moy (1993) identified a
ol reasons for using CAL in education. Among them were
suggestions that CAL provides students with the “why"
behind what they are doing. it provides unlimited
practice, review, and remediation; students stay actively
involved, and it meets a variety of student needs
(Sandholtz, 2001). CAL f mdividually  developed.
requires considerable time on the part of the instrucior
but this is pencated for by J learning e
available in the classroom Using CAL an instrwctor can
develop or acquire a series of supportive and rainiorcing
soltware

Computers also have integrated learning with multise Jia
presentations.  Fraditional encyclopacdias and refercnce
books have been replaced by compact disce with read-
only memory (CD-ROM) that contair pictices. sownd
and video, as well as the standard text In the classroom
students can observe and listen to the examples and pla;
ovel those parts they do not anderstand. Instosctiona!
fopics remain  tralitional. but the delivery s non-
traditional and flows the student to move i her s own
puce (Shuell & Favbor, 2001

() The interaet’s Workd Wide V' eb (W WW)

[his is thae part of the Interset sapporting graphics
widio, video, and by pertext links as well as stundaed
From the converience of the classroony a student wirg
computer and a modem, can log on (0 & variety of sio
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throughout the world. Students can take notes and copy
the pictures 1o a notebook that is built inte, the program
and can download and print the notes (Shuell, 1992).

() Electronic Mail (E-mail)
With the invention of the intemet came one of the most
wselul ols. for communication which is the electronic

torm of sending and ing mails fered to
as the "E-mail’. Electronic mail (E-mail) through access
0 the i has b very popular all over the

world. It is a fast and convenient method of sending
messages - individuals and groups whether locally or
internationally.  The E-mail is used to facilitate

i among i and b the
mstructor and students. E-mail allows individuals to send
letters and post messages 1o one another through their
computers and telephone lines. As technology develops,
Fomail s being used for o wider variety of functions
meluding berng used as an educational tool (Olusakin,
2009),

E-mail provides students advantages similar to that it

offers those involved with di g
(Myrick &Sabella, 1995). An established network can

conneet individuals and groups to  work togeth

Students can with colleag: or hers to
diseuss particular situations for which they are requiring
lormation. A colle of Jents' and | p Vide: fe
names  and  Fomail  addresses  (Listserv) can  be

fisseminaied o those that would like 1o participate
When situations anse. or at cegularly scheduled intervals,
ndividuals can  post E-mail messages and receive
feedback and suggestions from others in the group.

A drawback to the use of p I
mlormation is that there 15 no guarantee on the identity of
the receiver.
ndividual's server until it is read, responded to, saved, or
feleted. F-mmil ag
from unwarsnted recipients i an individual is using an

un-secure serer. or is on o computer accessed by a group

ol people ;f\nnﬂ\knu.uhl-
Inddividuals Tlve 0 review the risks and benefits of using
Famaml befe
every situatig but in particular instances it might be the
wheal solun

() Chat-rooms

Similar to the concept of E<mail is that of chat rooms
communication. These options allow mdividuals to post
comments and questions to others in o group and receive
feedbuck  or  suggestions.  Also.  these  electronie

s for room ipts that are dered record (Santo
& Finkel, 1982, Myrick &Sabella, 199%) The sense of
When sent, E-mail is siored on an ity in video-confi ing is based on the fact that it
utilizes a closed poi Mt communication system
are also vulneraole o access  and oceurs in real time (Roblyer, 1997). The use of video
P beneficial for both individual and groups
Individuals are able to communicate without being in
may be comp 5 B ity with one her. and can share written, voice,
and (F 1996, S ]
they proceed It is not recommended for  Purgar & Shy, 2003).
(1) Paperfess classrvom
The development of local arew networks (LAN) allows
3 o with theiwr hers and with

cach other locally without leaving their location or
without the need of a telephone converssron. A LAN
provides a physical link between several nat
computers and & mainframe (White, 1993) In some

discussion boards are wsed to expond ¢l

discussion.  The improvement over E<mail is that the

communication among the group is in real-time. These

programs allow individuals © log on o their computer

and chat with other individuals. Questions can be
! instantly and a di can follow

A hst of all group members and thewr assignedchosen
screen names hos to be compiled I using a chat room,
all individuals: who want to participate in the program

a pap have been developed
using the LAN as a communications base A paperiess
classroom allows the student to submit work theongh a
computer (0 a central location where it is graded by the
instructor and then returned to the student's electronic
mailbox. The advantages of this include the speed with
which one can respond. always having a copy of the
fents’ papers, timeli and | A fort with
software packages that students may frequently use
(Karayan & Crowe, 1997)
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Classrooms, around the world can now Re connected  Level Influence on Preference for

using technologies that include computers, interactive
television, satellites, and the Internet. The linking of
computer technology through the use of the Internet or
CD-ROM \mh television transmission provides a new
hi to di Jucation. This technique can be
used 1o link students to their teachers and other students
even when they are all physically distant from each other
(Shuell, 1992; Brett, 1996).

MOTIVATION FOR THE STUDY
Ihe world is now like a global village with a lot of

Do to the traditional Face-
you prefer Cyber-learning

A

| Edueatinne) Love)

I
s Tt

0.094; df = 1; P < 08

The results of comparison of the participants based on
their educational level showed that there was no

benefits on the information  highway. Enligh
desived from many international conferences constitute
the motivation for this study

SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY

Students at various levels of education, teachers as well
as parents, could make use of the content of this study
Ihe rescarchers could explore other arcas based on this
work

METHODS AND PROCEDURES

Ihe volunteered respondents were a total of 213 (123
mdergraduates and 90 graduate) students enrolled in two
Nigerian universities. They were made up of 118 female
students (60 undergr and 55 grad ) and 9%

"

ignificant difference in the percentage of undergraduate
students who were more likely 1o answer “Yes™ to the
question “Would you rather engage in cyberspace-
learning most of the time™ (67.5%) compured to the
percentage of graduate students (66.7%) who were more
likely to answer “Yes™ to the question “Would you rather
engage in cyberspace-learning most of the time™

The results also showed that most of the participants 143

167!%)M-Mmmmm
g This is in with Olusakin (2009).

CONTRIBUTIONS TO KNOWLEDGE
This study has highlighted the points that Cyber-space-
learning  provides students with an  alternative 1o

male students (60 undergraduates and 33 gr ). All
the participants were within the age range of 16 to
Sdyears. The mean age was 3Sycars. Descriptive
nformation  about  the  participants  showed  the

of the respondents to be : undergraduates
8% and graduates 42%; female participants $5% and
male participants 45%. undergraduate female participants
% and andergraduate male participunts 47%; Female
Geaduate  participants  61%  and  Male  Graduate
participants 49%. The participants responded 0 semi
structured questions developed by the authors exploring

N wtudels oward yherspace- learning.  The duia
collected weig subpected to chi-square statistical analysis
g

RESLLTS
Lable | CBpSquare Statistical Analysis of Level of
Preference (g8 yber-learning bused on Gender
Do you prefek Cyber-learning to the traditional Face-
to- face Clastroom learning®

[Gender " TNe ——TVe BN & RN
Female TG "4 81.7) 118 (35.0)

[ Mate wary | oo | wwee

| Tom [y [w@nn | 2

Chi-Square X' cal = 234 df = |3 P < 05

he results were significant for gender; showing that
higher percentage (72.6) of male participants more than
female participants (62.7%) would rather engage in
cyber-leamning most of the time. This result supports
Bruner and Bennett (1998): Butler (2000). Shashaani,
CH997) Wiburg, ( 1995)

lsloend

26

la settings and frees the instructor from rote
processes that are better handled by the computer

Female students  still  desire  face-to-face  human
mteraction in addition to cyber-learning while most of the
students have come in terms with the ideals of cyber
learning.

CONCLUSION

W new  qute  obvieus  that  computer-based
technology traiming eed to be incorporated into all
tevels of education  achieve the greatest educational
mpact (Shuell & Farber, 2000 Joncius and Pacs,
2601). For example:

University students should:

o Be computer-literate

¢ Beable to use E-mail.
Be able to use productivity software to
develop group preseniations, letters, and
reports.
Be able 0 use such audio-visual equipment
& video recorders.  andiv  recorders,
projection eympient, video conlerencing
equipment, and play back units
Be able to scarch for various types of
information  or  the Internet. nchiking
information.  about carcers, amployment
opporimitivs,  educations! &  training
opportumities, financ il
assistance scholarship s, rreatent
procedures.  and  social  and  persoasd
nlormation
Be able to subscribe, participate in, nd sign
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off relevant listservs .

e Be able w0 access and use relevant <D=
ROM dutabases.

¢ Be able 0 use computerized statistical
packages.

e Be able W use compulerized lesting,
diagnostic, and  carcer  decision-making
programs.

o Ithve knowledge of the internet-related
legal and ethical codes.

o Have knowledge of the  strengths  and
weaknesses of services provided on the Internet
and be able o evaluate the quality of Internet

nlormation
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