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Symbolic Meanings of € olours in Cultures

explanations of gestures, attitudes and objects while -f
interpretation of their significances (Ursache, 1976). Du 7
also upholds the notions that sympols have stlgnlﬁef
expressiveness because they have certain homogeneity of th
and are captured within the dynamism of a cert:
framework. Saussure (1998) also identifies with the ¢
between symbols and the signifier; symbols according
driven by motivational forces that intend to interpret it v
non-verbally. il

Solomon (1983) examines the notion of cultural symbo:
he infers that they are drivers that assist us in the interpret
social realities that we find ourselves; it enables us to give
meaning. It equips us with the beliefs that our interpretatio
is consistent with that of others. To him, symbols exert th
since the birth of an individual and the socialisation
continua! and developed over time. Berger (1989) argues th
communication over the centuries had been done through

the comm_unication is the sine qua non of any human
(2012) opines that traditional African societies used tradit
and symbols .which were dynamic human activities that
danaln of living for meaningful development and pe
~-existence. Dunn et al (1990) expounds furthér b sa I

lt;-lans:pt’tted. through words or even pictures haz)d ; any
co‘:aa:g":lgxs’l the most ¢ommon being denotative, conifotd
ontextual. The denotation of a sign is the reality that ¥
:)lgasli ;:soc;lit_lon of signs with what they represent

i l . . : 3 i 4

sign as a‘::ll :: tgvs::t(x)::nclia?\lz:n‘.j subjective realities dasi8
primary or secondary realiti

: es de i (o
contextual meaning which jnc| pending on the s

udes mental, visual or oral ¢
o 1k '
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¢ in Cultures

Symbolic Meanings of Colour

Both cultures have some similar symbolic Signiﬁg'
colour white, this is seen as a positive colour for the pe
Yoruba culture, white represents purity, sacredness and righte
while in the Chinese culture it signifies both positive and
raits. On one hand, white in Chinese culture represents succes
peace, it also signifies longevity and on the other hand, it

death. |
Lastly, these connotations of colours in the Yoruba

Chinese culture escape all forms of scientific proof or
explanation because they are based on cultural and tra
perceptions of cultures. It’s a strong belief that is widely
acceptable and practised in these two cultures across the sp‘cr“
time.

Conclusion
Colours have offered us greater insights into the culture, ¢
and values of two different but unique societies, the Chinese anc
Yoruba. They have increased our knowledge about the spll
the physical world while holding strong religious connota
thc?sg two cultures. Colours therefore are symbols of the pl
spiritual and the religious world. Colours have also been
religions and different cultural traditions or cerelnoniegi!
colours represent symbols of sacredness in one culture
symbolising a complex trait in another. Colours have beé'n
these traditional as tools of communicati;)n, i
serve aso ng\:/:hfe r;:: nt observation of this research work is that €0
SIS powerful, une.:xplamable, mysterious and secretiV
cultures that have different symbolic meanings and attrib
;r):;i\aps 18 a universal trait of colours as symbol in both col
can::tsbvevhcyo;nhey |hoId these attributes of negative or po
Juxtapositi prehended or explainable but is widely ac
position of the cultural beliefs of this cultural £

symbols gi ours i
y given 1o colours in these societies have been made:
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Adetoro Banwo

by humans when expressing their own cultural realities. Finally,
colours as cultural symbols have facilitated social interaction,

communication and preservation of traditional values, customs and
traditions over the years.
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