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Funding of Vocational Programme
In Lagos State Secondary Schools

Ngozi E. Uzoka

University of Lagos

This paper investigates the implications of funding for vocational programmes or
the teaching and learning of vocational subjects in Lagos State secondary schools.
The purpose of the study was to examine some of the factors hindering the effective
teaching and learning of vocarional subjects in the state. Three hypotheses were
Jormulated to guide the investigation. A4 descriptive survey research design was
adopted for the study and the population comprised secondary school principals,
vocational subject teachers and senior secondary school students. A simple randon:
sampling technique was employed and the toral sample was 330. Pearson Product
Moment Correlation, t-test and Spearman Rank Order correlation were the
statistical techniques.used for data analysis Among the findings of the study were -
that there is virtually little or no facilities and equipment for effective teaching and
learning of vocational subjects and non availability of fund to purchase these
Jacilities. The teachers who are the implementers of this laudable programme and
the society at large appear to have a wrong conception of what the progranme
intends to achieve. The study concludes by recommending among others that
government at all fevels should make available adeguate provision of fund to
purchase instructional materials and equipment (o make the teaching and learning
of vocational subjects more e frective.

Introduction

norder to alleviate unemployment, reorient students’ attitudes towards rural society, half

urban migration and transmit skills ussful in employment, the National Policy of

Education (2004) provided for vocationalisation of the secondary schools in Nigeria.
Unfortunately this programme has been bedeviled by implementation problems and une of
the major problem is finance. Nwokolo (1993) observed that the problem of youth
unemployment still remains persistent. Equally, important is the nesd for technological
advancement and self reliance. Teaching and learming of vocational/technical subjects in
secondary schools have been confronted by alotof problem which are adversely affecting the
purpose for which the vocational subjects were introduced. One of the major problems is non
availability of fund to purchase instructional materials, facilities and equipment. The Federa!

- Government of Nigeria imported Machineries and equipment from Bulgaria, Roland, etc. to

prepare for the take-off of 3-3 system of education and even sent some Nigerians to the above

mentioned to be trained on how to operate these machineries and repair in cases of break

down. Unfortunately many of them did not return to the country. However most of the
dy to operate them. Some of

~equipment are laying waste in the schools because thers is nobo
Vecational

the school do not even have electricity supply to operate the machineries.
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? which will enable them to be self-emplo

o L agon mnil of Eie swna Agrinsirinn & 1
Knowledge about thegmportance of the contribution of vocational subjects to technological
development of eﬂ country. Most Nigerians preferred liberal education to
vocational/techaical education for their children because it provided ready white-collar jobs.
Education Was indeed regarded as 2 means (o liberate their children from the tedium of
farming and other menial jobs. Tt was therefore not surprising that institutions such as Hope
Waddell institution, Calabar and Blaize Memorial Industrial School at Abeokuta received
little patronage becauss of their emphasis on vocational and technical education (Adesola,

2002).

igerian to vocational schools still persist.
schools are available in the right numbers, it
o go there. Generally Nigerian parents
ir children to polytechnics ifthey failto

Indesd the old contemptuous attitude of N
According to Adesola (2002) even if vocational
is doubtful that many students would voluntarily opt t
would only consider grudgingly accepting sending the
secure admission for them in universities. :

The goals ofvocational education'whﬁgh are éleairly srated in the National Policy (2004 are:
(a) to provide trained manpower in the “applied sciences, technology and business
particularly artcraft, advancedcraftand technical levels; '

(b) toprovide the technical knowledge and vocational skills necessary

commercial and econonic development, and 3
(c) to givetraining and impart the necassary skills to indiv

economically (p.)

g T
for agricuitural.

hen most of the secondary schools in

All the above mentioned goals can hardly be achieved w
in vocational education.

Nigeriaand in Lagos Stare in particular are facing alot of prablems

Statement of the Problem
Most of the secondary schools in Nigeria and Lagos State in

problems in vocational education. Almost all the secondary sc
facilities and equipment because of non availability of fund.

particular are facing a lot of
hools lack adequats teaching

orance on the part of the parents, students and even some
tional education programme. Students are
ission to read prestigious courses instead

There is also the problem of ign
teachers who are the implementers of voca
ignorantly wasting time waiting for university adm

ional and technical education

of going to the polytechaics to read refated courses in vocat
yed and contribute to the economic and technological

development ofthe country.

f vocational education as expected by government and as

has negatively affected the technological growth of
implications of funding for vecational

Lack of proper implementation 0
stated in the national policy of education
the country, hence the need for this paper to investigats
programmes in Lagos State secondary schools.

Puvrpose'ofthe Study
The purpose of this study are as follows: .
- to ascertain the level of adequacy o
schools in Lagos State it o
- to determine the number of students offering
ational subjects in Lagos State secondary schoo

vocaticnal subjects in relation to no
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idual who shall be selfOrefjant

f facilities~ and equipment in the szcondary?
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: Data Presentation .

- to identify the problems militati e — -
g fo lde e pre ing against effective teachin
W vocational subjects in Lagos State secondary schools . '“m'ﬂ' of

Research Hypotheses
The folfowing hypotheses were formulated to guide the investigation.
P - . .- . - .
There is no significant relationship between adequacy of facilities and students’

interest in vocational subjects in Lagos State.

Th;rc is no significant difference in the number of students offering vocational
> o C. M M bt H ID
subjects and those in non-vocational subjects in Lagos State secondary schools

Y Thei T T o
Pf;:;:ﬁno significant dxﬁ‘c.renf..'. m}h: responses af principals and vocational subject
- ers on lh:a pro!)!cms militating against the effective teaching and learning of
vocational subjects in Lagos State secondary schools. }

Methodolagy : '
The stud scriptive s i ot the |
mmpriscﬁ :grggzir;hchi:ac'rzpt‘wc. survey research design. The population for the study
¢ ' hool principals, vocaticnal subject tea i
; 5 al supje chers and senicr second
school students in Lagos State. A si n : e toseletihe
! 1 gos State. A simple random sampling technigue was used
chog) students in | e A : g vigue was used to'select the
I e L[ep:,: t:anncrsgn@sc‘mor secondary school students. The sample consistef 40 principals
: 11 ! ;(. .c:'js anc’i 150 students bringing the total to 330.Two structured qv:sﬁor‘nairc; rQ?
teachers and students wera devei i ¢ & Thei
o (;i‘i.:;d;'tu;,n;: wera developed, validated and used for data collection. The instrument
Aded into three parts. The first part sought Infi i he develop
J ‘ : ! information on the development of
vocational subjects; problems militati inst i gt lagung of
: 15 militating against the effective ¢ [ i
- : . g e eaching and leaming of
vocational subjects in the state. Thi ¥ ek nforn . hers o
vocatl ubje . Third part set out to elicit informati
. ( J ! ation from teachers of
 ocaii . i gachears o
. -L:t:)gsd‘lss:?ew on the developiment, how to make vocational subjects teaching effective
- ” & = s : ) = »
St'ldt';nals . :h: !sm.olnd.;ry schools. The second quesfionnaire sought infermation from
t evel of awareness and the impoitan i j '
ce of vocational subjects; es
reports and problems militati a i i L of vocatonal
: ! ’ ng against the effective teac ni cati
ST ke wag g teaching and learning of vecational
The in 3 inized :
nstrument for the study was thoroughl scrutinized for content validity by experts in

educational administration and i i
; 2 i planning. To determine the reliability ofthe instru i
s:ud)f was conducted. The reliability coefficient was 0.70 percent ’ e

. The questionnaire was distri i
distrgbucst(;onnmre was distributed with the help of a research assistant. All the questionnaire
2 : i .utg w'?rc collected. The data collected were analysed using Pearson Product Moment
orrelation, 't-test and spearman rank order correlation.

-Data collected for the study were analysed and presented.

H 0 - - . . - - -
ypothesis I:- There is no significant relationship between adequacy of facilities and

- students' interest in vocational subjects. . : :

, . ) oo
ble I: Adequacy of facilities and students interest in vocational subject

31 Vari =
- Vr.!"xbles Mean S.D Number r-critical R-call
Facilities 4996 . 5354 i s

udents” interest i 4658‘ “Todq " pag” "'0.1'78- Fre 034

Source; Field work Sig 0.03 probabilizlevel _
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Table I.abovc shows the Pearson product moment correlation on the relationship between Discussion of Findings 2 ‘j
adcquam:‘,'offacilitics and students' interestin vocaticnal subjects. The result of the first hypothesis reveals that there is a significant refationship between the :
From the table, the calculated ¢ value 034 is greater than the critical value of‘Oil"/S‘at 118 adch.mcy of facilities gnd students interest in vocational subjects. This tinding may not bea fﬁ}
0.05 level of significance. The null hypothesis is therefore rejected. surprise because in a situation where the vocational/technical education is besieged by many Pl
problems among which is inadequate fund which is the major problem to run the programme

degree of freedom and : R :
Y : : sonchi e 1acy silities and
This implies that there 15 a significant relationship between the adequacy of facilities anc ' ' A

There are some other problems like inadequate number of qualified teachers, material and

students' interestin vocaticnal subjects. ‘ i i
o o . 1ar of ctude equipment, etc. J lents may see any foic ~ational/technic:
5. There is no significant difference betwesn the number of students offering ip ‘ he students may not see any force of attraction to vocai onal/technical
secondary schools. subjects especially for the fact that people generally look down on these subjects.
This finding agrees with that of Akindiji and Hontoyon (2001) who noted that inadequate

Hypothesis 2
yocational subjects and non-vocational subjects in Lagos State s
ng vocational subjects in seconda 01) who
hools and colleges in Nigeria could be blamed on

ry schools

qble2: The .rofstudents offeri an ; :
Tanieg: Tieupn et o> supply of instructional equipment to s

itical T-cal
e = : ey ,
R AT Mean S.D Sig t-critical - ) K ) ) . . N )
Variables 34 = — government low interest in vocationaltechnical education and partly lean financial resources
Ry J A t . . % i . -
Vacational 49.96 J of the state governments. Also National Council on Education Monitoring Committee (1990)
. g - T t € i o . - « 5 - X =
= e 3.3¢ 100 143 0.05 1149 1.98 reports showed the non-installation of all the inroductory technology equipment was
Non-vocational — ‘ . P o .
= ,_.'——_F_——I———ﬂl—-———:———'———’—' anributed to lack of workshops. The report further indicated that in many schools only
.~ » ) 4 - - -
Sgurce: FIiC WOTR , : s s damre (RS T theoretical aspects of thesg subjects were taught.
t-test statistics on the number of SIUCERIS offgring . e T - _ ) -
thesis shows that there is a signiticant ditference in the number of studenis

The second hypoth
offering vocational and non-vecational subjects.

Olaitan 91684) that society has taken vocational education to mean education for the meniaily

ents the result of the

The table above pres

| non-vocaiional subjects in the state.
The table revzals that the calculated 't is 1149, while the critical : value 1S 1‘.13. Th’.
i Yol nr a at ¢ 2 360
value is grearer than the critical 't value at 143 degrees of
hypothesis is therefore rejected. This shows that -
he number of students offering vocational and non-

there is a siznificant difference betwzen th

This finding comoborates the view of

vocational subjects an

indicates that the caleulated 't retarded students.
Due attention and recognition has notbeen givento the establishment of many vocational and
technical schools. The question is even if they are many, how many students and parenis

would be willing to opt for such an option. [tseems that government could not cope with the

freadom and 0.03 significant level. The nuil

vacational subjects.

N o2 Thare |g s anific ifference in the res \onses of principals and vocational 3 : o i )
Hypothesis 3: There 15 no significant differsnce i tt . pe ’ fca Mfw ool Tedigiiing of fuzh cost of purchasing equipment and hiring experts to teach these subjzcts. This may be ;.
cithinct teac ~hiems militating aga st the effective teact ana carnin 3 L . _ . i )
subject teachers on the prodiems militating agains ’ - - jnimical to the government's aim of improving technology in the country and encouraging 5
vocational subjects inthe state. . ke G self 2mployment through vocationaland technical education. e
~ hle 3 Principals ac ' Responses on the Problems Militating Against the "= T . o ' s
Table 3: Principals and Teachers’ Responses - Lack of facilities, proper counselling and motivation may be responsible for the few nurmber e

fVoecational Subjects. e 2 4 ) 1 : . . :
ngof ocational Subj of students offering vocationa! subjects. This trend, if not checked could jeopardize the

Effective Teaching and Learni
government effort ofadvancing the country technologically.

______________,__._——-——-——'—“"——_T—_———'——_—
Variubles Means dr W £
—_— ) - The third hypothesis was accepted and that is that there is no significant difference in the i
cipals 6.29 12 3.04 0.3+ 34l L visws of the two groups on the problems militating against the effective teaching and learmng 14
sponse of vocational subjects. This finding agrees with Olaitan and Mogaji (1989) who emphasized .’
i . on scarciry of trained teachers, poor financing, unrealistic curriculum, lack of adequate
Teachers 4.86 T facilities, poor evaluation technique as sorme of the major factors militating against effecuve

teaching and leaming of vocational subjects.

Table 3 above sliows the t testresuit of the responses of the principalsa ‘ Recommendations :
teachers on the problem militating 3;:3.‘155 arfactive teacher teact Based on the findings of this investigation, the suzzested possible solutions to enhance the i
vocations subjects in Lagos State Secondary School effective teaching and learning of vocational subjects are ;

Government should encourage the students to sudy vocational subjects by ensuring that -

adequate provision of fund is made to facilitate the teaching and learming of vocational

(=%
—
<

- o
=
o
©
~n

ntescative part of vocational education

srhoecic 13 ther ceen g o =
sthesis 15 1ae v e eoblems S subjects. This is because finance 15 the mamn iniez
. - s S PR s a rc oon the piel ’ = - . i
s difFapamens in the responses of the principal subject 12achen an Eas I"- o T PIOgramme.
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par«::.‘!(udenls and even teachers seem nat to be adequately informed of the importance of
this commendable progranune.

There is need also for adequate provision of instructional materials and equipment needed fur
the successful teaching and learning of vocational subjects. Inceatives and rewards should be
given tastudents in secondary schools and higher institutions for outstanding performances in
vocational subjects.

Qualified and competentieachers should be recruited and vocational teachers should be given

special allowances and incentives. Thcv should be encouragad by ensuring that adequate
materials and workshops are made.

provision of gquipment, instructio

=
(43

The government ": h at federal and state levels should ensure the successful implementation

fthis programme since itis the hub of technological advanceme nrar‘an"n:uun.

A well balanced and relevant curriculum is very important for successful implemeniation of
r2. Since technology is always changing, vocational education

vocational educatio p gran‘

curriculash ou!db subjected to constant review to meet the challenges of these technological

chanses
changes,
.

Conclusion ba
enced from investigatic

fvocational subiects in Lagos State and the country as a whole. One

5 that there is stifl much to be done to facilitate effective

until government gives recognition both in status and in
technical and te I"d\)!ué,l’ al institutions, the
uld remain mere

could therefore ‘:m.\,hzd tha
remuneration to products as‘ vocational,
provision and adyocacy for increasing output of .m=£wg of graduates wo

service.
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