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Funding of Vocatio nal Programme
In Lagos State Secondary Schools

Ngoz: E. Uzoka
Universiry 0/LQcoS

This paper investigates the im, licauons o/filllJing (r)r vocatioua! programme's 01:
the f.:achillg and learning 0/vocauonal subjects in Lagos Slate secondary schools.
Thepurpose ofthe study was to examine same of the factors hindering {he effective
teaching and learning 0/ vocational subjects in the state. Three hypotheses wer.:

[ormulated (0 guide the investigation, A descriptive survey research design was
adopted/or the study and the population comprised secondary school principals,
vocational subject teachers andseninr secondaryschnn] 5111dents. A simple random
sampling technique was employed and {he total sample WUS 330. Pearson Product
Moment Correlation, t-test and Spearmcn Run]: Order correlation were th-:
stausticat techniques.used fa: data anciysiJ Among shefind.ng: of th« study wer.! ;-
that there is virtually little or nofacilities and equipment j.Jr effective teaching and
learning of vocational subjects and lion avai!ahi!:ry offund (0 purchase these

fcciluies The teachers who are the implementers of tliis laudable programme and
the society or large appear to have a wrong conception of what thi! programme
intends to achieve The study concludes by recommending among others th.u
government at ail levels shoul.l make availcble odequote provi tion offimd t.:
purchase instructional materials and equipment to make the teaching and learning
ofvocational subjects man: effective.

Introduction

n order to alleviate unemployment, reorienr students' attitudes towards rural society, half
urban migration and transmit skills useful in employment, the National Policy of
Education (::004) provided for vocationalisation of the secondary schools in N igeria.

Unfortunately this programme has been bedeviled by implementation problems and one of
the major problem is finance. Nwokolo (1993) observed that the problem of youth
unernployrnenr still remains persistent. Equally, important is the need for technological
advancement and self reliance. Teaching and learning ofNocationJVtechnicnl subjects in
secondary schools have been confronted by a lotof problem which are adversely affecting the
purpose for which the vocational subjects were introduced. One ofthe major problems ISnon
availabiho offunJ CO purchase instnxtioml materials facilities and equipment. The Federal

~. : Government of Nigeria imported ~lachjneries and equipment from Bulgaria, Roland, etc. to
- ::,::-::-.. prepare for the take-off 0 f 3 -J system 0 f education and even sent some N igerians to the above
-:-~~._:~ ..mentioned to be trained on how to operate these machineries and repair in cases of break
._. ';;' down. Unfortunately many of (hem did not return (0 the country However most of the

.:~.:i equi, me.nt are la: mg waste in (he schools because Lle'e is nobody t operate tJW:1. Some of
::::::-l ~::=::_theschool do not even have electricity supply to operate the rnachineries. vocational
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Purpose of the Stud),

. ftl e contribution of vocational subj ':15 to te.:hl1olo':l..:al
1\J1Owkdgeabout h nporiance 0 1 , N" referred liberal educat ion to

I t of' countrv. Mcst . q~erlans p .' .
de'~,eti~~~~~:chnical'education f~r their children because it provid~d ready whlt~.col~ar J,Ob~f
Educ " as indeed r""Jrdt!d as a means to liberate their children from ( e te 11I!.l0E ucanon w ~ -s '.. h . . ti ons such as Hope, I ~ >'. I' bs lt was therefore not surpflsmg u at msutu I .farmins J'Id otner rnerua JO s. .' I I Ab kuta received
\
"1 Id••!l instirution Calabar and Blaize Memorial Industrial Sc 100 at eo (Ad I

ac ., .' I J technical c:duca£lon eso a
little patronage because of their emphasis on vccauona an .
2002):

indeed the old contt!mptuous attitude of Nigerian to voca,tion:J.l. schoo.ls 5ti~!11~~:siS~;
A 0"din" to A d 'sola (7001) even if vocational schools are available in the n~ht ~ , ",

cc r '0 ," - "1 . a there General!' Nf<JenJn parent>
is doubtful that many students would volunrari '1 opt [? ",0. ~. 'I :'h' : ifthev fail to
would only consider grudgingl~ acct!.p.ting sending their dllltin:~, to po ytec IlIC~! '~J I

secure admission for them in unlvt:rSltlc:s;

The goals of vocational education which are clearly stated in the N~tional Policy (:200:1) are:

. h' "d' "I~n ,,.. rechnolcgy arid business(a) to provide trained manpower to tne JPp,l~ se ~ .~., • " '"
narricu!arly drt craft ad ...ancedcraft and (;;:~hr,lC.lllevd'.; .. .. " . I
t' 'J the ,_ . .....:1.<...31 knowledze :J.oJ vocational skills n;!~e$3J.7 t,); a~rlc,!ltdr<l .(b) to pro\'! c • ,~Llill ., '0 _

comrnerc ial and economic cevelopment, and . di ,..l, I' 1'0' shall be Se! fOrcLi,'n£ ::-
le) to grve training .li;~ impart the r,ecess:lr! ,k1l15 (0 1[: 1\ icua ,v. ou v

economically (p.)

All the above mentioned goals ca,n har~:y b~ :.chil!.~ed ~!p:~~~l~;~ o~~~c~~~~~:lae~~c\!:~):~' in
Nigeriaand in Lagos Stare to pJrtlcular "re racing a or 0 . c

Sllltt!I1I:!Jlt of th I! Prob/~m .' Nizeria and Lasos State in particular are facing a lot of
Most of the secondary school~ 10 AI 10 11the '~conJar..1 school; lack adequate teach mg
problems In vocational education. mos, a ., l f' 'J

facilities and equipment because of non availability o: tund.

If tl arents srud~nts and even some:There is also the problem of ignoran.:e on t le part 0 le pa.r , ~, <;:. idenrs "re
t.~~, >~ who are (he imph:menters of vocational education progril~lme. ~ll. :.' . - d "
_.!C:1",~ , . . " ,'. dmi .; d preStl0IOUScourses ImteJ :.

iunorantly wastinz time warung for uruverstty e ,s~:on to re~ I JO .t . '011edu cation -;,
" cs hni d ~I '.J courses m vocanona an tecnruc cof ooina to the polytl!c l1lCS to rea re ale . ' . . n i rechnoloaical L"

h':' h 0"11 abl th 'm to be self-emoloj<"erl.lIlJ contribute (0 the econorruc a u ~, - :.,
\,v le wt ~n. ~
development ofthe country. .

. . I d t" . , expc:cred by oJD'Iemment and as :
Lack of proper impkmeotJ[ion of vocattona ~ u::J 100 ';; .' :> sical ere •.••.th of :;
stated in the national policy of educaricn has negatively ) 'r~=~:~~hseot~~;~i~: for v~cJ(i'JnJI -;
the country, hence the need for this p:lper,to rrr.csugate IITIp It. '" . "
programmes in Lagos State )CconJarj schools. . ';.

- to idenufy the problems mdlLltillJ J!.:,IIII',t "tll;"tl\l!: tr.1I 1111\ I 11 .l I 1111/ If

vocational subjects in Lagos State secondary schools
Research Hypotheses

The following hypotheses were formulated to guide the investigation.

There is no significant relationship between adequacy of facilities and students'

interest in vocational subjects in Lagos Stare.

There is no significan: difference in the number of students offering vocational
subjects J!1d those in non-vocational subjects in Lagos Stare secondary schools.

The is no significant difference in the responses of principals and VOCational subject
teachers on the problems militating against the effective teaching and learning of
vocational subjects in Lagos State secondary schools.

1\ldhoJology
The study a opted the descriptive survey research design. The population for the study
comprised secondary school principals, vocatiocal subject teachers and senior secondary
set-col students in Lagos Stare. ,..\simple random sampling technique was used to se.ect the
pri 'le;?Jb, teachers and-sen ior secondary school students.The sample consist or·lQ princ ipals,
I ~oteachers and J 50 studer ts bringing the !OtJI to 330.1wo structured questionnaires tar
te.ichcr _ and ~tuJ;:n:; w,:r~ ;e·.e:opeJ, validated and used for dat.i collection. The instrument
was divided into three parts. The first part sought infbrmauon on the development oi
vocational subjects; problems lllili(.1(ing against (he effective re.lchil1~ and learning of
vocarional subjects in the state. Third part set out to elicit information from teachers of
v(JCJtiol1JI subjects 011 the development, how to make vocational subjects teaching effective
in Lagos' State secondary schools. The second questionnaire sought information from
students on rhe level of awareness and the importance of vocational subjects; progress,
reports and problems militating against the effective teaching and learning of vocational
subjects in the schools,

The instrument for the study was thorough!': scrutinized for content validity by experts in
';. educational administration and planning. To determine the reliability of the instrument, a pilot
1..study was conducted The reliability coefficientwas 0.70 percent.~.- .

- tfo:,' The questionnaire W:J.Sdistributed with the help of a research assistant, All th~ questionnaire
~.h,distributed were collected. The OJ!iJ collected were analysed using Peurson Product Moment
,i.;t Correlation, 'r-resr d id spearm.in rank order correlatioo.
:"tt Dal;) Presentation
~;-
~ Data collected for the steely were analysed and presented.
·:':iTHypotho!sis 1:- There is no signif ant relationship berveen adequacy of facilities and

. students' interest in vocational subjects. _'
Iable I: Adequacy of facitities and students interest in vocatioun! subject
.;\Variables \-Iean S,D Number r-cr itic.rl R-c::lIl

Th.: purpos.: of this study ar~ ~!,oJ.!~ws: . . . .
_ to ascertain the level of ad~quaci of f.lCliltles and equtprnenr in

schools in Laaos Srate '.-. ..' '. - -.:....-.- - - .' .' I' o,l.::r
III detc:rmine ~he number of students offering vocational sllbJ~~ts In re anon (0 n ~~
vocational subjecrs in L~g<?:0!Jt.:_s<!co~d~~;cho.o_l~ <~'-':.." _ .' ..~ o;r.- ~(JurCt!: Field work Sig. (1.05 priJb5.biljtfle~·el ..

/<,~=""",,'•••..••1IOii6""""'S;;;. ~- • - _.- --- _. ~~-=-..__

. . ;Facilities 49.96 5.5-1 I.
'~_M-:':':~_ ,M'•• -.. . __ ". M_

. ·¥St~ldents'.in(t:fest -t6.~~ ~·:9:..J-I
- -:iiiVo\:3[IOnal'-----, ----.... ..•.

0.173 . 0.34!20
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Due .inenrion and recog.nJtion has not been given tu the establishment of many vocauonal and
technical schools. The question is even if thc:y are many, how many students and parents
would be willing to opt for such an option. It seems that government could not cope with the
hl;h cost of purchasing equipment and hinng experts to leach these subjects. Tlus InJY be
mmucal to tile government's aim of improvrng technology in the country and encouragmg
scl l employment through vocational and technical education.
Lick of facilities. proper counselling and motivation may be responsible for the few number
Q( students offerin ; vocationa! subjects. This trend, if not checked could Jt:Opardrl~ the
gm ernment effort of advancrng the country lcdu:elogically.
The third hypothesis was accepted and that is thJt there is ne siuniticant difference in the
\':.~"\ 5 ofthe r .v0 groups on tile problems mditatins against the ei:c~l!v;: teaching an.l teaming
er \ oc.n.ona! subjects This t~r.dlnJ agrees with Ola it.m and Mog:lJI ( i989) \\ ho emphaSized
on ;<::!r;;ny of trained teachers, poor financing. unrealistic currtculurn, lack of J !..:qt:Jtc;
facilities, poor evaluation technique as SOr:1:: of the: major factors mllll.lting ag.lll1st effecuve

teaching and learning of vocational sub ects.

Recommendations

V:lri:lbks Meun S.D Sig t-critic:l1 Tvcal

Table I JUO\i!! shows the Pear30n product mom::r.t corre:bt:on on the rebtionship b:r.veen

adequacy of be ilities i.Hld 5[ud<!nrs' inl~r<!st in vocaticnal subjects.
Frem the table, the <::1lcu l.ited r VJ lue 0.3<1 is greater than the criticll value 0 f 0.178 at 1 t S
degree ( f freedom an 0.05 level of signi fionce. The null hypothesis is therefore rejected
This implies th,n there is a signific;'H1t n:l.ltionship ber.veen the ad::qu:lcy of f.lcilirics :!.I~':

student,' uuerest in vocJticn:.d ;ubjects.
HJpolh~5j5 1: There is no signiticant Ji~ft:r~[1cc be::-.ve::n [he number of students offering

_ voc;J.tioI1JI5ubject:; and non-vucation.!l ,ubj~cts in Lagos State ;t:conL!~r! schools.

Table l' The nu In her of students offering VOC<l tional su bjects in second» ry schuols

Il.J9 1.98
559 lOO 0.05

'our.:.:: Fj~!tl work
TI'e u'-;k above prt:s';i\t, the result of the HcS[ 3[;l[::;tlC5 on the f1l:mber of S'l!J~~ts oft~ri:1g
,..ocauonal iubj~~(3 and non-v o..;,.!t;l,[u.l ;;Ubj:::L~::;::: :.:.:.! '5~3"::.
The table r -ve.ils that the cal.:lIlJl~d ·t' is 11.-l9. while the criiie;!l 't' value is I. S. ThIS
mdi,;,:tcs t~\,~t the c.!lcubtt:d 'r value is grc:H<!r than [he critical 't' value at 143 degrees of
t'r~cJul11 and 0.D5 significunt level. The null hYP\)[!lesis is rherefore rejected This show$ that
there is a signifk,\l\t Jitracnce bel\Veen the number o[studcnts offering vocational anJ non-:

vocltlol1.Ji subjc!cts.
Hypothesis 3. That! is nu signiti'::Jnt ljiffacl1c<! in the responses of principals and vocation.ll
subject t~J<:ht:rs on the proo!ems milil.lting <lgainst the effective reaching and karning of

vo-:a,:')flal $ubj<!cts ill the stare.
Table 3. Princip.ils and Tc:lchers' Rcsponse~ on (he Problems Militating Against the

Efr~.:tivc T each ing a rul Learn in~ ofVoc:ltlOn:J! Su bj ects.

Vuri.tble: JfcllJlS Jj su. Dt!v. cul-t crift sig

Pr.ncipals I) :9 I.:! ~.N 0.3·! 3.11 0.05

:,,~spor;~~

T~dch-:rs 486 1.~7

resp n::i~

Discussion of Fimlings
The result of the first hypothesis reveals Ih:H there is a significant rclauonship bcrwt=en the
adeq~Jt:Y of facilities and students interest in vocational subjects. This t~nding rr-ay not be a
surprise b cause in a situation where the: vocational/technical education IS besieged by man"
problem; among which is inadequate: fund which 15 the major problem to run the programrn:
Tb':.re an: some other problems like inadequate number of qualified teachers, material and
equipment. etc. The students mJY not sc:e any force of attraction to YOC3ilOnaV(cdmical
subje ·ts especially for the! fact that people generally look down on these subjects.

This tind~ng agrees with that of Ak.ndijt and Hontoyon (201) I) who noted tha: inaJequ.ltc
supply or insrructional o:quipment to school; and colleges in 1 igcria could be blamed on
governmenr low interest in voc3:ionalftechnicJI education and partly lean financul resources
of the state gove~unt!nts. Also National Council on Education Moni onng Cornrruuee (1990)
reports 5,howed the non-installation of all tl:e mrrcductory rechnology equipl!1t:~q W:.\;

atrributed to lack of ·..•orkshops. The report further mdlCJled rha: In many school, onlv
the\ir~t!Cllaspc=(;[;; or,he>.;: subjects were t:lU;hl. -

The second hvpothesis shows thr [here is) si3niti(;J"t ditference In the number ofs'udw;,..-
j'\." .' •o .e: ,ng voca icrul a::d '1!1-\f)C1,lOna! subjects. This finding corrobor:tt.::s th~ view of

Oiaitan91 ~34) that society has t iken vocational <!~uca(l!)n to mean eJuCJ!lOIl (,)1Ib: rn;;:l!~T.

retarded students. -

:;1
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~ If' • \IIkl\l, ,lilt! ~V<:11re.u.hers 5':':01 not (0 be JJ~q~I.Hel/ informed of Ill:.' ill If Of[:II\(,: ul
thrs conuuenduble progrJ!l\I\l~.

There is need also for adequate provision of instructional materials and equipment needed tor
the successful {<:Jching and learning of vocariorul subjects. Incentives and rewards should be
given to students in secondary schools and higher institutions for outstanding performances in
vocuuonal subject>.

Qu rlified and competent teachers should be recruited and vocational teachers should cc gi\ en
SpCCi3! allowances and incentives. Th.:y should be encouraged by ensuring that adequate
provision ofequipment, inst. uctional materials and workshops are made.

The gm ernrnent both J[ federal and 5[3t.: levels shall Id ensure the successful implclllcl1l:Hill!1
arch is programme since ie is the hub oftechnological advancement of any nation.
A well balance . and relevant curriculum is v~rl important for successful implcnteruurion of
vocational educ ruon programme. Since technology is always changing, vocational cduc.uion
curricula should be subjected (0 constant review to meet the challenges of these lechn"h,;; icul
changes,

Conclusion

It is evidenced i~Qtl1 investigations [hat there is still much to be cone to fJciliral~ "'I'::cli\::
~::!lchin~ ~nd k1r~;ng orvocational St:b~:eL!S fn Lagos Sto:e JnJ lh<: country :\S a \\1101::·_ One
could rhererore conclude (Iur until government gives recognition bO(11in S(<!ru~ and in
remuneration [0 pruJUC(S of vocational, technical and techuological institutions . rhe
provision JIlC :!dyOC3C) for increasing output ofthis ~ype of gracuates would remain l1le~c lip
service.
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