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The government as well as the educationists should provide well
ventilated classrooms, equipments, well equipped laboratories, modern
teaching aids, improvisation and infrastructural facilities e.g.

electricity, chairs and desks should also be provided for more effective
learning and teaching process.

Law should be mad by govemment that in a school, students
should not be more than 30-35 in a class. ‘

Parent-teachers relationship should also be emphasized

The services of counselors, inspectors and supervisory staff
members should not be over-emphasized
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Abstract

Varieties of solutions to the question of the relationship between
man_and environment abound in Christian theology. One of them is
Matthew Fox's Creation Spirituality. Fox advocates a shift in
Christianity from an -ethic -of duty oriented stewardship to an
ecological spirituality founded on mysticism and the cosmic Christ. In
other words, ecologic or creation spirituality is presented by Fox as
the principle guiding the relationship between humans and the
environment. The question at this juncture is this: to what extent has
the creation spirituality of Fox solved the question of the definition of
the relationship between man and environment? What are the merits
and demerits of creation spirituality? It is the position of this paper
that inspite of the criticisms, leveled against Fox, his very important
statement that environmental problem is a reflection of the inside of
man can guide us in the search for solution to the environmental crisis.

Introduction

It is imperative we give brief sketch of Matthew Fox’s background
before we address the main issues. Matthew Fox was born in 1940. He
was a Roman Catholic Priest and Professor of Religinus Education at
the University of St Thomas Houston Texas as well as Lecturer for
Thomas More Association. He was silenced for a year in 1988 and
removed by the Vatican from his post as director of the Institute in
Culturc and Creation Spirituality, Holy names college, Oakland
California, because of his controversial views. Fox’s writings have
stressed a style of spirituality that emphasizes the wonders of creation
and reduces the focus on sin and redemption. Fox, briefly was a priest

=}

i
3]
=
<y

K

|

|

s s




R

400 Journal of Applied Edu. & Vocational Research Vol. 2 No.2 Oct. 2007

in the Episcopal Church and recently started his own University of
Creation Spirituality in Oakland California.

Fox seeks to define an ecological Spirituality within the Christian

tradition. Drawing on many earlier Christian scholars, including
Meister Eckhart, Hildeigard of Bingen, Francis of Assisi and Julian of

Norwich, Fox introduces a religious experience delight; it is a religion

as if creation mattered.

Matthew Fox’s aim was to Proffer a solution to ecological problem
which according to him mankind has been involved. From where does
the solution come from? Not from religion says Fox but from mystic
spirituality. According to him:

—In-order-to rediscover spirituality which is at
the heart of any authentic and healthy
religion, we have to be free of religion.’

Spirituality according to Fox is:

The praxis of the heart, the praxis of our living
in this world. - It means dealing with our
innerselves and not Zjust living on the level of
outer organizations.

Mystic Spirituality according to Lester Brown means exploration
of our inner houses and this means that” the soul is not in the body but
the body is in the soul’, The body is an instrument of our passions, of
what we really care about, of our grief, of our wonders. Exploring the
inner. house..of our soul means listening to the deep self.  This
exploring of the inner house, is not just one’s personal inner house, but
the inner house of our communities, the inner house of our nations, the
inner house of our gender, the inner house of species. In other words,

the-inner-house-is-not-just part of -an-individual: our ways of life

contains an inner house. It is because we are violent inside that our
environment is dying all around us.*

According to Fox to retrieve the mystic in us we have fo look at our
own spiritual traditions which have often been condemned. The
representatives of those traditions according to Fox are Mildegard of
Bingen who was known as the greatest saint of the creation traditions
and who was also ignored for seven hundred years.” Francis of Assisi
was sentimentalized and put in a bird bath. Thomas Acquinas was
condemned three times and then made a Saint, Meister Eckhart was
condemned and is still on the condemnation list six hundred years
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r 1shed
later. Julian of Norwich was ignored. Her book was notte[::(ljnl::sel;::ic
i l- three hundred years after her death. The creation cen sy
gzgple in the seventh century had thgir nature- mysticism smother
il of whitby” _ _
. t”:l[“(;luenczzb:))ve listed mystics according to Fox were stgfgeii 1;1naa}
creation — centered spirituality — a spirituality that .b&?gu;sB“l:;SSing gw .
blessing instead of original sin. Fox contrasts Origina i
o lg :n. The idea of original sin is radically anthropocentric. "
fmg“;‘;r :lsn.old as the human race. Fox denies the prlgmm?né:e thji
West i iginal sin. It has fle
Church has given tq origin It .
Wel?xt'en:)centﬁsm it is so egoistic to think _th_at rehg_logs exp;neirxﬁs
iﬂt 'nospwith our s,ins Where then does religious exper(‘ilence d:f, and
X - - - n
inl says that religious experience ‘pegms with awz f;e b\:;)i it of
that is the first step in the spiﬁma%ljou{negédefg:: :) PR 1o
' . Therefore our species has to re ' .
:;tsttlir(:eﬂ;ncluding the wonder of our belonging here with the sense o
s . -
a"W:‘.Why did Fox dismiss the Stewardship model in theologioarfn?;?ﬁ
totally inadequate for the ecology era an‘d and c;ntvellls o
resurrection? According to him, the Stewardsgxp 1510 e T
. i dlord and we an
is re”. God is an absentee lan ' )
gog’lss w%:;cthe’rherefore, we have a duty-oriented mgrahty,Fb:l(t y(c))ﬂ
cacx)mot inspi;:e people by the concept of duty. A;cc%xl'?mi ;gndor; a);on
make  them feel guilty which tires ngple out. % e s P
iven by Fox is-that the Stewardship mode} re -otrc ko G;;rden
,groper model for Fox is mysticism, the cosmic Cpnts;heax(l_j 1 66 Cerden
?n the song of songs where we realize tglat ?0? is Al
i -~ 2 $-are., 3
is- essed in-each “word”, that the plants ; . y
Gog ISI:;p:hese are being jeopardized, God 1s being c.1'u|c:1_ﬁeclc.1 W ftx;
an ‘:re splendid and healthy, divinity itself is radiating vl_;S tﬁf:’m
1? The cosmic Christ ié;ra;liat_ilrjlg its glory in the SIOI}’ ﬁ_ hfila mo'd "
g 1'1}; Fox unconstructive‘in his critique of the ‘Stgyvarg.a:, gle e
No! He proffers an alternative model. For Fox a s(};xft ﬁ:ngﬁri Shio
ori;anted Stewardship ethic to mysticism and the Comi e g
basis for an Ecological Spirituality — Fox quoted Meis

support his position:
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This is the home the ecos in which we live, it is
the divine home, God zs here, it is we wha
————have gone-outfor-a walk."! ————

According to Fox Divinity is everywhere but our eyes have to
learn to see again.

Also, Fox emphasises another dimension to Ecological spirituality
which counters the idea of a God out there. This is found in the word
environment. It comes from the French word environ which means
around. The proper theology for ecology is not about a God out there
somewhere it is about a God who is around us or in the words of Julian
of Norwich “who is completely enveloping us”. e
~ According to Fox this is Pantheism, it teaches us that everything is
in God and God is in everything and that is the proper way to name our
relationship with the divine.

Moreover, Fox says we should shed the sin of Acedia-refusal to
begin new things."”” It is the theology of blessing that is the proper
response to acedia or inertia. It is when we get excited about the
goodness of things that we are prepared to act for life and for the earth.
It is like “falling in love™ and this capacny for being in love according
to Fox is about experiencing blessing."* According to Fox each person
must recognize the glory and beauty inherent in the imperfections of
ourselves and others and the world."

Fox proposes four paths to a spiritual ecology. " The first is io
c.\pcncncc the Divine in terms of delight, awe and wonder at being
present in the world, it involves the intuition that creation is a- blessing
and response of gratltude that is known as (via Positiva)'®.

A _second journey mto a_spiritual ecology comes through
experienci 7g darkness, deprivation, suffering and pain (Via
Negativa).'

Human experiences w1th these first two journeys lezds to a rebirth
of creativity (Via Criativa)'® a third path; this involves identifying new
ecological virtues for living such as vegetarianism, recycling,
relearning the sacredness of nature, defending creation through
political action and makmg new rituals to celebrate sacred places,
times and heing in nature."

A four lh transformation to a more compassionate society in which
all beings love one another, (Vla Transformativa); such compassion
includes the making of justice®.
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Having highlighted and appreciated the salient issues in Matthew
Fox’s Ecological spirituality, it is imperative at this juncture to
consider the shortcomings of Creation Spirituality as espoused by Fox.

According to Ian Carter, there are many modem approaches that
invite us to embark upon a creation centered spirituality, the least of
which is that described by Matthew Fox?'. For Carter, if we look at
these creation centered spiritualities, we often find there is a
concentration on the word through whom all things were made and
without whom nothing was made that was made and a neglect of the
word of life who is atoning sacrifice for our sins and not only for our
sins but for the sins of the whole world** The God presented in
Creation Spmtuahty is often very different from traditional belief
about God in orthodox teaching and especially is oﬂen lacking in its
understanding of the place and meaning of the Cross.”

Secondly, Matthew Fox has been accused of being ecclectic and
unoriginal in his presentation. Margaret Goodall and John Reader
opine that:

Reading Matthew Fox is like consuming large
amounts of Strawberry Jelly. It slips down
very easily, giving an initial impression of
something pleasant, but in the longer term, it
offers little of real substance or sustainance

They went further to confirm Fox’s ecclectism:

Fox'’s writings is similar to his lectures, a bold
array of glittering theological sparklers,
culled almost at random from previous
displays, combined with a number of highly
attractive but contentious contemporary ideas
to form a vivid but fleeting image of harmony
and well being. For a moment there is light
and anticipation but then the darkness
returns... This is cheap grace, convenient and
neatly packaged, but somewhat lacking in
depth and z'ntegrity.”

Margaret Goodall and John Reader Concluded that:
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He (Fox) may not be worth taking seriously.

The man is an entertainer, not a serious
z 26

thieotogian

Thirdly, Fox’s use of the writings of people like Meister Eckhart
and Julian of Norwich has been described as “somewhat dubious.”’
Fox is said to be certainly very selective in his choice of material and
onc sided in his interpretation of those less amenable to his
arguments.”®

Fourthly, Fox’s Creation Spirituality has been described as elitist.
What he writes is said to be “Sloppy romantic rubbish™ which appeals
to a certain type of believer, notably the affluent type who is shielded
from political reality.”” In other word, Fox’s work according to
Goodall and Reader is going to fail in its own terms because it will
have a negligible impact upon those who make the vital decisions
which affect the future of the environment.

Fifthly, Fox’s Creation Spirituality has been described as
essentially legitimating — What it seem to support is one of the latest
American alternative lifestyles — ‘living green’. His is an attempt to
provide legitimation for this from within the Christian tradition hence
his constant use of traditional sources, which otherwise would be
irrelevant. It leads him to play fast and loose with certain elements of
the tradition and this annoys serious theologians.*

Sixthly, Fox has been criticized on the grounds that he displayed
superficiality in his use of scientific discourse when he suggests that it
is possible to establish a new mysticism by combining science and
cosmology. It is as if he wants to take scientific language as being
literally true and then appropriate it to his own theology. Many
scientists will disagree with Fox’s simplistic approach, even the ones
who are sympathetic religion. According to Goodall and Reader this is
characteristic of the way that Fox works:

He takes what suits him _from whatever source
seems . fashionable and mixes it all up to
produce his own personal cocktail. The end
product is tasty and entertaining but ultimately
unsatisfying. tis work is a warning against
the dangers of consumer religon.”’
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Finally, Fox has been criticized for being pantheistic in his
exposition of creation spirituality. For example, Fox says religion does
not begin with original sin but with awe and wonder, he also says that
God envelopes us’; that God is in everything and everything is in God
and according to Fox that is the proper way to name our relationship
with the divine.

Having considered the pitfalls in Fox’s Creation Spirituality 1t is
important that we consider the merits of his arguments.

Fox should be praised for proposing a shift from duty oriented
stewardship to Creation Spirituality. In his exposition of Creation
Spirituality Fox noted that our environment is dying all around us
because human beings are violent inside Fox’s submission is vir
fundamental as Schummacher noted:

The environment is a mirror for social attitude.

Our outer world he says is a reflection of inner
attitudes. If our environment is showing us an
outwardly degraded condition (pollution, exhaustion
and breakdown in nature-this is only the visible

face of the invisible qualities within people.”’

Based on the above observation, Fred Krueger asserted that :
The mobilization of more resources or different
applications of technology can never eliminate
these problems because they emerge out of the
heart and soul. What has to change is the
human heart. This is precisely what must be
part of any comprehensive environmental reform.”

Conclusion
We have examined Matthew Fox’s Creation Spirituality which he

proposed as an alternative to a duty Oriented Stewardship. We also
noted the demerits and merits of his argument and upheld his very
significant statement that “our environment is dying all around us
because we are violent inside”. Lastly, we submitted that a
comprehensive environmental reform must consider the question of the
negative attitude of human beings to the environment.
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