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Preface

55TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION OF GAABA IDU,
ATTA IGALA DR. (ALHAJI) ALIYU OBAJE CFR, CON,
CBE, LLD, FIAMN ON THE THRONE

WHEN on Thursday zo" October, 2011 the Vice-
Chancellor of University of First Choice and the
Nation's Pride, University of Lagos, Akoka, Prof.

Adetokunbo Babatunde Sofoluwe, FCOANminuted to Alhaji
Adama Sule OIK, Secretary to Igala Area Tradition Council's
Notice of 55th YearAnniversary Celebration holding today, 2nd

November, 2011 at His Royal Palace Idah, that I should
discuss, I already had a pet idea of what to expect from my
gentleman Vice-Chancellor the usual yearly visit to Idah
since the past five years.

This visit is not my first, nor is it my second, nor third that I
will make to the Palace or Kogi State summit in Lokoja with
the express support of UNILAGVice-Chancellor. This one is. .
unique because it came at a time when the 7th Annual
Research Conference and fair of our great University wa
holding. The Fair started on Wednesday 19th October, 2011
at UNILAG Multipurpose Hall with the Vice-Chancellor n k
deep in its development and workings. I was prop rly
dressed to the occasion in my Aso-oke with Eleti Aja. Wh n
the VC saw me he cheered my soul with Prince of Kabba, to
which I said Randadede Sir. The following morning Thursd y
I said the opening prayer on the 2nd day of the Research F lr
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not knowing that God has a plan and testimony waiting for
me from my amiable Vice-Chancellor.

When you have a leader who believes in you and approved
your re-appo'i~tment for a 2nd term in University of L~gos, you
must thank God and your star for that is a demonstration of
the level of confidence he reposes in your leadership. To
God be the glory, amen.

The long and short of the story is this pamphlet on the
Politics of Knowledge the Debate on the place of books,
that I hurriedly put together to distribute as University of
Lagoscontribution to HRMss" Anniversary celebration.

The other UNILAG gift to HRM is a book written by me and
dedicated to Gaaba Idu Alhaji (Dr.) Aliyu 0 Obaje CBE, CON,
FIAMN, LLD, CFR. The book is titled: Cultural Literature
Quiz for Kogi State Pupil in which we documented for
posterity HRM'sOdyssey.

Wedocumented HRM'Sthirst for education, a thirst that took
him to Idah Government School, Dekina Elementary School
and Okene Middle School, my own alma mater which is now

orry sight inspite of having a Deputy Governor and Head of
rvice and my classmate, Benjamln Agbenyon at the helm

of ffairs in Lokoja. May God forgive our leaders who hate
bo
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HRMattended Teachers' College at Ibadan and the Clerical
Training College, Zaria. He worked as an Accountant in
Training at Ogbofu Kabba Divisional NA 1944 1945.

HRM loves reading. He still reads up till 9.00p.m. without

reading glasses.

HRM treats me as his son each time he comes to our
University and he personally gave me on 12/12/2006 His
Biography The History of Fifty Years Reign of the Attah Igala,

Alhaji Aliyu Ocheja Obaje 1956 2006.

So loving and so compassionate he is to my wellbeing in
UNILAGthat he kept on asking the then Vice-Chancellor and
other Professors present at the Lodge: Where is my son,
Prof. Timothy-Asobele; go and fetch him. I was in the Library
composing as usual one of my sixty-six books. The
following morning Prof. Ade Ojo asked me what was your
relationship with the Chancellor. He was oblivious of us all
and your absence was what was uppermost in his mind and

he wanted the Vice-Chancellor to bring you.

I am happy since 2002 the Palace Library at Idah is full of the
many gifts of books I donated to the Palace Library annually.
It bears repeating HRM reads. Most of my books bear the
imprint of his stay in Kabba City and some were dedicated to
him like Cultural Quiz for Kogi State Pupil which
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