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Background and Objectives: Tobacco use among youth is a public health problem. Youth outside offormal school
settings are often understudied but may be at increased risk. The purpose of this study was to determine the factors
associated with tobacco smoking in a population out-of-school youths in Lagos, Nigeria.

Methodology: A descriptive cross-sectional study was carried out among 326 young people aged 15-24 years in four
randomly selected "motor parks" in Lagos. Interviewer-administered questionnaires were used to collect data.

Results: The mean age of the respondents was 20.99±2.3yrs. Almost half (46%) had initiated smoking, while 32.5°'0
(n= I06) reported current smoking. Half of the current smokers (50.9%; n=54) felt the need for a cigarette fir t thing in
the morning. A multivariate analysis for smoking experimentation, showed that for every increasing year of age.
respondents were 1.08 times more likely to have initiated smoking; males and respondents who lived alone or with
peers were 2.34 times and 1.77 times more likely to have initiated smoking respectively; those who con ume alcohol
and marijuana were 7.27 and 1.89 times respectively more likely to have initiated smoking while those who consumed
alcohol were 6.17 times more likely to be current smokers.

Conclusions: Smoking prevalence and tobacco dependence among out-of-school youths in igeria is relatively high
and calls for targeted interventions that should be designed to address a cluster of multiple risk behaviour among till
population.
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