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ABSTRACT'l'ltis puper exttrttines tlrc ettvit'onnranlol problcilt.\ confi'ontitlr tlrt,Ltr.qtt.t \lt,!r'rt1t.lis. llrt,

tltc nu/trIa of prerolcttl cttt'it'rtrtntattlttl /ttohlcttt.v itt llu ltrgtt.s .\/t'lt.o1tttli.s. tut(l lltL,it. L.Lttt\t,\ ttttLl

/br rlu ,\lDG'.y.

Ka.y llbrds: ( t'butt l'orart.1 , l',ttt'irottttrarttttl 1)cgttrtltrtiort. I rhtttt (ipt.t'r.ttrrrttt,

IN't ROt)ti(_'t'toN

l'hc clitical ltloblcnrs lacirrg cities ol'rhc
tltr cloping \vorld includc rlctcLitirrtina. Iir inrr

condiIions. inclcrising ratcs o1'clcath i.lnd discllse s

cxuseJ b\ llollution an.l lloor sxllitlrtiou. l-hc

cnr ilonnrcntll antl social c()nsc(lLlcltccs ol'

ulhilni./ilti()n lrrc tlLritc r isihlc. ( onr crsion ttl'
lrrirrrnnrcrrtlllr lrlgiic itrcls [() slnrrtrtorins ltr
iridiscnt ntigrlnts lriuhligltts thc incrtricl[rlc
lclltionship bctuccn cn\ it'onntcntal de !.I'adation

rund por crt\. lin\ ironnlcntal degradation is both

ir e itusc and cor.rscclucltcc o1 po\ crh . 'l'hc slunt is

thu llrsic rnanife'station ol' ulban cnr ironr.uct.ttal

cicgrarilrtiorr. I)rtrcltt pLlls ltrcssLlc on 1'rcoplc lo

cnqlulc in rrnsustainablc and cnr ironnterrtltllr

Lrnllicrrdlr practiccs.

Irr orcicr to addrcss the issues ol'povcrt\. irnd

sustairubilitr on a global sc.ile, 'l'hc Millennium
I)ccliu'ation \\as adopted in Septenrber. 2000. All
tlte tlcntbcl countries ol' thc t jnitcd Nations

lu_ulccd on lr sct ol intcrnatiunal dcr clopntcnt

ti.ile.cts. ilcsisned to hclp crcatc il bcttcr. \\rtrld.
('onscqLrcntlr. thc IVlillcnniLrnt Dcvclopntent
(irxrls (N{DCs) \\'crc pLlt Iortr,ar.d. These goals

inclLrcic those dcclicatcd lo cradicatine porertr..

lchier irrr: ultivcrsill pt'intarv education.

prouroting gcrldcr cclualitr'. reducine clrild

mortaiit)'. i mpror, in g utittcillal hcalth. contlrati n s

IIIV/AIDS. lnalaria lut.l othL'r diseirses. cr.rsurinq

enviror.rr.r.rcrrtal sustirinabilitv and devclopinrr u

global partnelship lbr devcloprnent. Nigclia is a

signator,\' to thc lVlilicnniunt Declaratittn uncl hus

a rcsponsibilitv to intplenrcrrt the MDCis localli.
I'oda1''s Nigcrian cit1,. accolding to Mahoctrnie

(2002) is typilied b1, substandard and inadcclr-rarc

housing, slums, and lack of infi'astructLrrc.

transportation problems. lou, productivit). crinrc

and .juvenile de linquencl . Povertv is irlso

cnclenric in Nigelian cities. While ar ailrrtrlc

statistics put the nationai povefiy ler.el at 7()'li,

(UNDP, 2004), a number of real indicators sltru.

that the current povefty level is actually highcr

than that. Lagos represents the epitome ofurban
decay. The ntetlopolis is replete r., ith

environr.nental problents ranging fiom slunts and

srluatter settlements, to crinte and delinquenc-r..

Betrveen 1984 and 2004. the number olblighted
settlements in the Lagos Metropolis rose frortr

42 to I00. (UNCHS/Lagos State Governnrent.

1984; UN-Habitat/Lagos State Gor,ernnrent.

2004).
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This paper. therelbre seeks to inquire'into the

relationship betrveen poverty and the

environmental problems in the Lagos

nrctropolis. ln order to sharpen ihe lbcus of the

enquirl'- the paper looks into the concepts of
po\ertJ and enr\tomenta\ dc3tadrtro\, t\aees

the incidence ol these problems tiorn physical.

socio,ogiL?l and nranagentent perspectives and

analvses the clli:cts ol these issues otl

sustainable urban development. The paper

concludes b1 advancing urban planning

strategies for achieving both poverty

ihanagenrcnt and enrironrnental sustainability

and thus meeting the targets of the Millenniunr

Development Goals.

LIRBAN POVERTY AND

ENVIRONMENTAL DEC RADATION -
CONCEPTUAL ISSUES

Povert'i can be said to rcle r kr spccilic iblnrs lnd

lelels of dcprivation. uhich inrl-rosc nrirjor

limitations on normal hunran lunctioning irnd

existence (.A.kin1'clc, 199-l). Poveltv is

inseparabll linked to lack ol control ovcr

resourcL:s includins land. skills. knou'ledgc,

capital lnd sociirl conncetiorrs. (lJnited Nrtions.

199(r). Section i8 ol'thc ltcdcral lruvilonnrcntrl

I)rotection Agencl' Act delrnes the cnvilounrenl

ls includine \\'alcr. ir' llnd and lll pllnts and

human hcings or irrrmrarls living thcrein irnd thc

inter-rclationships tlut erist bcts'ecn and aurong

tlrcrn. f)egradation conllotcs rcducins thc t1uaIit1'

ol- a thins iOrlirrd Advirnced Lcarncrs

l)ictionan'. 6'r' Edition- l99ll). Lnvironnrentirl

I)c_eradation can thus be describcd as the process

oI rcducing thc qualitl' ot' thc cnvironnrcnt.

Kolcosho and Adcf inkir (2006) reler to

cnvinrnrncntal degraclation as thosc activities

thirt render lhe cn\ilonrrlcnt unhealth\ and

unsustlinablt or:cr time.

[invironmental dcgladation and povcrtv arc

incrtricabll intertu'ined. rcsulting in a vicious

clclc in nhich poverty causes environnrcntal

strcss- u'hich in turn perpetuates more povert)'.

\\'hcn thc phrsical environmcrrt in lnd around

citics dctcriorates. thosc nrost allccted arc thc

turban poot'. Poverty' ptlts llrcsstrrc tln pcople ttr

engage in r.rnsustairtable and ecologicalll

damaging practices. Bartone (199 l) said that the

urban poor'. conllned to economically liagile and

ecologically vulnerable areas. contt'ibute to thc

\nc\dence ol en,'\tonrrrerr\a,\ t\egrtrdt\ron tnd
urbau congestion. Accoldir-rg to hit-t-r, econor-r.ric

di.sadvanta,ges usLrall,v as a rcsult ol

unenrplol,ment/ underentplo)rntcnt arc the root

causes ol' urban poverty and ellvironmcntal

degradation. Environmental degrirdation creates

slums, shantytou,ns and squatter scttlerreuts.

AkirrhoJc i1002 ) c.,rrr,holl.ltcs tl)is lrr sur irr:: tlr:rt

thc c()nccntt'al.iort r,l thc |rrrr in Ltnpllrrrne.l

scttlcnrcnts leads to thc eurergence ol slurrs anr,l

shullt) to\\ ns. Tlrc r,rrban |oor c()r1\ crge irr celtlirr

geographic loci u,ithin thc cit1,. Tlresc loci,

rvhicl.r have been idcntillcd b1' Aina(1990) rs

shantl.tou ns iu'e cleprived settlcrlre uts

chalactcrizccl b1' r'cr'1 high rcsiclentiril dcnsitl'.

lar-uell r.rninhabitablc hor-rsing. ancl abscncc o1'

sanitation. birsic ir-rliastructure and social

selvices. Geolgc (2002) describes a slum as an

cr-rv'ilor-rr.r-rcr.rt in rihich a set of lblccs intelact to

give lise to a devalucd ph1 sical and social imagc

ot' an area b1' thc Irrgcr cournrunitl. Srlulttcr

scttlcnrcnls ilrc uncontxrllccl illegal antl

Ien)lr()r'ilr\ scttlur]lcnts. SlLrnrs. shittttr [()\\r]s illlrl

squattcr scttlcnrcnts cxhibit sirrrilar

cliaracteristics. These inclLrdc poor slnitarl

sulroundings. dilapiclatccl strurcturcs, high

occupiurc)' ratio. phl sicll dr.rllncss ol'

sr-rlloundings in tcrr.r-rs of'lanclscaping rrrd sociul

atreuities, inaclecir.ratc pror ision or conrplctc lucli

of public tacilities. abscntec landlords. lon rcnt.

haphazard architectural clcsign arrd gcnclal

fbatures of vandalisrr. I)orcltv is iltr cr.rolr.r.rous

threat to the political stabilitl, social cohcsion

ancl cnvironnrerrtal balancc of'our citics and until

it is tacklccl ciecisivcll. sustairrablc ulbln

dcrclopment rvill rcrtrain u rliugc.

CONTEXT OF I'[IE RESEARCH - 'I'HI.,

LAGOS METROPOLIS

1'he studi' is set in thc l.agos ivlctlopolis. I-lgos

state. Sottth \\icsteln Nigcria. on thc ulur()\\

I

I
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.:str1l pllirl ol' thc Bight ot' Ilcnin. 'l'hc

:rrrr1'rolis. an estin.)atcd 300 scluale kilonletrcs,

.. Jroup of islaltds ctldoricd uith crecks ilncl I

--',on. 
'l'ltc citY begitn in thc lllicenth ccnttll'\' rls

l)()rtugr.tcsc trircling post e\portillg ilorl .

. -i.cls. uncl slitrcs. and conlprises scttlcnlcrlts

. hlir e qrou tr il'olll predorlliliarltly lirrnling

-: lishing villagcs to highll' r'rrbarlizcd

,.Lcnrcr.rts. La-cos tlctropolis is inlrabitcd b)

- -lrt 809,'u ol thc popLrlation of thc l,agos State

... ing it thc Ilttst trrbllrlizetl statc irl Nigcria

:.ry. \\rith I population tlf'orcr l0 million

-.'le. it is rcglrJr'J ils il ll)c'-llt citr

l.Lbogunie.2002). Lagos is thc conrnrclcill

-r rnclustrial hLrb of' r'r..igcria: llris has ilttracte d a

-.. r'.rle (rl ttti-tt ltttts ttr tllc iitr .

'- I.ugirs nlctrol)()lis is r.ttl ctrr ittltlcrltrtal

.,.)1c1 . 'l lrc citr rcllccls thc cllitotrrc tri'

:e llrllori.rr\ r.tt ball clccar : litltlr tlr e lctou dccl

- Jlncnts. dcscct'atcd ctlr ironllrcrlt to gron'ing

':c. According to NLrbi and Onlilin (2006). a

- I 5Ul'\ c\ rcr calctl lllltt ttr cr 709/o ol thc bLrilt

' .Lrcrr ol'thc l,rgos Irlctltlpolis is blightecl.

--,rtclitrs to l. INI)l) (2001).519"0 ol'nrelc

, - .lcnts rnd -t-l')i, ol' lcnrlrlc rcside Ilts ol'

r:l()lrolitillt [.agos lttc poot'.

POVERTY AND ENVIRONMENTAL

DEGRADATION IN THE LAGOS

\I ETROPOLIS: MATTERS ARISING

rbrrn clocloptlent problen.rs in Lagos could bc

rcrr ecl lionr both socio-econolric and

-'rr irrrulttcutltl ncrspccti\ cs. lttcrease irl thc

-rban popr.rlltion has rcsulted in the prolil'eration

.,l slur.ns and sharttltorvus. Ihe prolif'eration of

.hesc shant)'to\urs rcsulls in the unrvieldy

:rpansion ol'tltc ttrbttrl celltel's. llhiclr poses a

:ralol plar-rnirrg problctll ils thc provision arrd

:ranagelrent oI roads. dlainage and servage

5) stems antttng tlthct' itlliastructure pro\/es \rery

difficult. Irrtrthcrmore" shatltvtolvus crlusc

increases in the incidcncc of ttt'ball povcrtr'.

cliseascs anci epidenrics" ct.lvirot-lt.l-tcl.ttal pollr-rtiorl.

rrrban conllicts llttLl cl'illlc'

The prevalent ploblcnls in thc l.agos Itlctlopolis

are Phl'sical/Ertvirtlnnlcntal. C'trlttrrll/Socio-

logical aud Managcrial.( MabogLrnie. l98l;

Egunjobi,l999; Olaf inola. 2000:Odtrlalc nnd

Ogundele, 2006) .

Physical or Environmcntal Problcms: irlclr-rclc

conflicting land uses srtclr rs lhc inllltration o1'

corrmercial lattd uses oll hotrsirig as tilu cltsc itl

Festac tou'n; corttpletc stlcccssitlt.l on,'\llcn

Avenue artd Au'olou'o roacls; poor acstllctics illltl

Lrnsiglitly citl scape, high bLrilding dcnsitl lnci

high rate o1'building colliipsc inclucling thc tttt,-st

l'ccent ollc at EbLrtc Mcttl. arrcl itlr ttsioll trl'

inlbmral shurttics in planncd arcrs. Itlliasttttcttttc

problelrs include na[ro\v and poorll collstrtrctetl

roads, ntostly without pror"ision lbl clrainagc.

Otlret' cnrironrtietttll problctlts itrcltt.lc ttrrllli

cor-rgestion, noise, atrllosphelic arld \\'iitcl'

pollution. llooding itncl tlccill.t strrgc ctc. 'l'hcsc

problenls ilre particulilrll prc|alent itl ltrcas lhltt

are irrhabited by the poor. Dttc to thc rlpitl

population expansiol'l ancl rripid ttrbirnizltion

being rvitnessed in the Metropolis, nrore pcoplc.

especially ' the pool' inhabit ccologicalll

vulncrable areas such as Iieh, Atlttkoko.

Makoko among others. Atmospheric pollr-rtion is

high in Olusosun irncl 0.iota: A.iegunle and Orilc

are pronc to llooding. ulrile building eollapsc is

high in Ketu, Ebtrte Metta, A.iegunle and Orilc.

Althouglr the Lagos State Public Health Bl c llu
recommends a loom occupancy rate of 2 pcl'sol-ls

pel roolll. as at 2004, occup.rnc]' riltc-s r ar\, liot.tl

1.4 in lorv density Apapa to 3.6 in nlcclitrrrr

density Surulere and 8.0 in high densitl" Mushin.

See Table I belorv (UNDP/LASC. 200'l).
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Table l: Householtl Size and Density in Some Local Government Areas of Lagos Metropolis in 200,1

Local Govt Status By
Income

People Per
Room
1.6

1.4

5.8

5.4
8.0
2.0

Househokl
Size

Eti Osa

Apapa
Ajeromi
Ifelodun
l,agos Island
N'Iushin
Su rulere

I Iieh

IIigh
[-ou'

Lorv
Lou,
Middle

5.6

,1.8

5.8

r0.8
8.0
,1.8

Source: State of thc Lagos Megacity Report (200,1)

l'able 2: Crimes reported in Some Local Government Areas of Lagos Metropolis in 2005

I -ocal
(ior t

S tatus
Il)
Incornc

Iintrl,
and
Stcaling

Arnred Bank
Robbery Robbery
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Sourcc: Nigcria Police Crime Report (2005)

Sociological or Cultural Problems: plevalencc

ol'rniscreants i.e. area boys, crime and.iuvenile

dclincluency, ethnic clashes, high population

clensitl,. political violence, public ignorance and

apathy'. en\/irollmental health crises. All thcse

issucs arc dorlinant in thc sharrtl' torins. Area

bols arc mainl)' located in thc slums ol Mushin.

Shitta ancl Isale Eko. Land disputes and

cxtortion, usually accornpanied by rvidespread

violence are cluite common among the Onro-

Onilcs of A.iah and other emerging settlen.rents

aroLurd the mctropolis. Ethnic clashcs usLtall)'

occur in the shantl'tou/l1s ol Idi Araba ancl

I-aclipo-Mushin. Environmental health crises are

rluite common in lorv income aleas. IJigh

incidencc of scxually transmitted diseases rvas

lccordccl in thc lorv-income settlements ol'

Ipodo-lkeja and Tolu-Ajegunle (Nwokoro and

Okusipc. 2002). Political skirmishes are also

n ir-lcspread irr lorv-income areas. Crimc

incidcnts arc :rlso higher in thc lorv incorne areas

ol Agege(853) and Somolu (800), compaled to

the middle and high irrcome areas of

Sr-rrLrlere(321). Apapa (238) and tlti Osn(140) as

shorvn in Table 2 above.

Environmental Management Problems: These

include legislative bottlenecks. technical

iniideqr:rcics and liick o1'r-r.rltr.rpuucr'. lack ot'

public participation and corruption irs r.r,ell as the

loopholes in the [,and Use Decree ot' 1978 that

are yet to be revised, close to three decades later:

selective implementation of the Ulban and

Regional Planning Declee 88 of 1992, paucity ol
qualilied otllcers orr the lield arld the inability of

government to rcnrLlrlcl'ate rvorkers aclerluatcl\.

Communitl palticipation is also not being

implenrented. Planning is still basically "tbr the

people", rathel' than being "rvith the people".

Thelefbre, plannir.rg ends up not being

sustainable, as the people do not f'eel a sense oi
respollsi bi I i ty to thci r cnr,iror.rment. Fu|tlrelmorc.

the problerrs ol thc Lagos Metropolis are

courpounded because Lagos is a city that does

not have city*,ide adrrinistlation. There is an

overlap of tirnctions and activities by all the

i"( t
:l
:
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p., lis in 200,1 locirl gt'x ct'lrlttctlts. and consecluentlr', fl'iction,

conllicts attcl u'itstcr ol' public lirnds''['his

cotroboratcs thc opinion ol' Okol'c alld

Olatunbara(1993) rvho posit that if corrstituent

local govcrntrtents o1' a large metropolis plan

and uranage their orl'n sectiol.ls of the area, thele

are bor"rnd to be conflicts and narrorvness in

outlook. Ovcrlap ol l'ttnctiot-ts of the various

crrr ironnte-rrtrtl tllatlagetlent agcncies is also an

issue. 'fhc case of Lagos State Tralllc

N4anagctlctrt Agencl'. Federal Road Sal'ety

Commission and Federal Road Maintenance

Agency' is an example.lt is obvious that in the

l.iigos Metropolis. poverty has a dire effect on

thc gcrrcral cttvironnlent. It is obvious that a lot

ol'lork neecls to bc done if Lagos is to meet the

trrrscts ol' thc Millerrniur.n l)evelopnlent goals

rhat Nigclia has corntritted to. The major

problcn'rs o1' ltrban devclopt-nent and

sustainability' are pt'evalent act'oss the city and

parliculal'lv evidetlt in the nutnerotts slttms and

shantrtolirrs inhabited bi'tlre poor and deprived'

Thc poor'. trho make up a signilicant proportior.t

ol'the Ltlbart pttpr-rlatiorl are the tnost vulnerable

in periocls ttl'l-realth clises and environnlental

haz,irrds. therclbre itl.ttl.rediate intervention in the

enr irtlnnrent is crrrcial iu ot'der to avoid a

cllt0stf()phic cr cttl, occttlting sooll.

I Ire l'ollrrrvirrg scctiotr therclble is dedicated to

the positiorr of this paper, u'hich is horv urban

planning strctegies can be enrployed in the

achic,''enrent of sustainable urbanization'

ITECOIIIMENDA'I'IONS: TOWARDS A

SUSl'A I N r\ llLE LAGOS i\l ECACITY

Illlbctive urban pilvcrty control can only bc

actualiz,ctl throLrgh the application ola plagmatic

lpproirch invoh ing civic rcoricntation, urban

reclcvclopntcttt lnd thc clltrcnclrt-trcnt of a result-

r,r'icntctl s) stcnl ()I'ltrtrrtt t.ttltllagctrrerrt. 
-I'his cirtl

i.c lrchicr c.l thlough ( ioorl t irl-xtrr (ior ct'tlttncc.

lLrbtn Governonce is detlned by UN-l'labitat

(2002) as the stlm of tlre many u'ays individuals

and institutions. public and private- plan alld

maliage the cornmon allairs ol the city. It is a

continuing process thror-rgh rvhich conllicting or

diverse interests may be accommodated and

cooperative action can be taken. It includes

lbrn.ral itrstitutior.rs as rvell as intbnrlal

i.lllcngelllcllts llllLl tlie socilrl capital ol' e ifizt'ns

Cood Urbart Goveruancc irlplies that cit)

governments respond and are accottntable to all

ulban residents, ir.rcluding the poor. It implies

inclusive anti participatorl approaches in uhich

evely group and stakeholder is adequtrtely

represented in the aihirs of the cotrmunitl'"

Through good tlrhrrrt go\ cl'llilllcc. e itizens ale

provided n'ith the platfbrnr that rvill allol'thenr

to use their talents to the tirll to irrprove their

social and econontic conditions.

Good urban govel'nance is characterized by the

lbllorving norms:

r Sustainability in all din.rensions of urbarl

development

o Subsidiarity of authority and resources to

the closest aPProPriate level

. Equity of access to decision making

processes and the basic necessities of urban

life

r Elllciency in the delivery of public sen'ices

and in Promotiig local economic

develoPment

o Transparency and Accountability of

decision makers and all stakeholders

r , Civic Engagen.rent and Citizenship

o Security of individuals and theil living

environment

These nolms, which are independerrt. and

mutually entbrcing are responsive to the issues

of the urban poor. Practical Means of applying

these norms especially rvith regards to the Lagos

Metropolis are shorln in Table 3.
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PIIINCIPLES ()U.lICTIVES

Balanced Social,

Econonric irnd

I :nvirountentai I)rioritics

Slirliclroldcr lrrr olr crncrrt

Local Autononrt,and

Accou ntalr ilit!,

llcsource r\ilocation

N'lanagcrtcnt aud Sen,ice

Dclit crv

I: ttlll C\\'ernren t

Efllcient Investnrent in

I n liastrrr ctrr rc

Transplretrt and

Accountable Decision

Making Process

Acccss to Inlbrntation

I Iirrh Standarcl of' tirhics

antl Prolessional Conduct

l-eadership lbr Public

Participatron

Building Detnocratic

Culture

Invironruental

Managernent and Disaster

Preparedness

Enablcrrrerrt

Control and Prevention

Security o I l-errure and

Livelihoods

Personal Safbtr,, Crinre

'l'able 3: Princilllcs, obicrlii'es an(l Practicfll N'Ieasures for Applying (i:c Norms of Good covcrnancc
to the Lagos Ntctropolis

PR,\('TI(',\I, II E,\SI IIIES
STIST.\I N.\BII,II-\ I IrtLlcrtuIirrg corrsrrllutiorrs rt ith stakeholders to agree on i trrol

bascd rnissio. statcr)lcrt arld lors tcr, stratcgrc risi.' Ibr thc citr Lr.

r L'le\ :rt)t (lc\ cl()l)l'l)LIt :lt ill(:- t(.\

Finsuring Iinanciai r iahili 1r bv prontotin! ccononric acti\itv throuirh
particil)ation o1' all citizcns

Stakcltoldcrs shoultl noutirratc thc bcnc {jciar.ics of. pro.jccts
Prorl)ote thc trans I.:r o I' upltropriatc lcchno logics

STIBSI DI,\RII'\

[]Qt r t'\

I,.t.'t:t(] E\CY

'u{ \\sP.\RI,t\CY
,\\I)
.\( ( OtrNl';\BILIT
\,

1,.\(; \(;t.\tItN't
\\t)
( II IZ[,\SIIIP

st,( t IU't'\

In consLrltrtion u ith corrrrnrrrr i11,

constitutionrl lianrc*urk r'trr assignirrg anLl dclcgating resp0nsihil:
ltrtl corrrrrc,sLrrrtc i)o\\crs a.tl rcsoLrrccs 1i.rr tlrc *arils throrreh t,

rte rtlrhorlrootl lcr cls

organizations. dci clop r

pcer Iearninll[)ronrotc dcccntralized cooltcration atrd ltecr to

Iistablish irtrcstnrent irr

afcls

- EnsLrrc bolh rrLlrncn arrd

ccntives Ibr targctcd sectors aird geogri|.

rncn havc ctltral acccss to decision nral:rrr.

l) roccsscs

- Ir.stablislr qu()1ils 1i)r \\()r.ltc,l rcltrcscnlrlr\es in [.rotlt fhc
Nlon itorinpt

Conrrtliilecs itntl lhc lll.o!ll.alllrlle bcrrc I 
j c iaric.s

- Ensrrrc L)crclolture.rrt I)0licrcs \LtllIort tl)( Irrlorrn.rl Sector
- I)romotc intcgratcd intcr-sect oral plaurring antl nranagentent

- Regulate public scn.iccs th

societv sectors

r()llll) Pflrlncr\lrins 1r'1,1, llre 11111"1. ,.. .

tations lith citizens ou il)lporlrnt

le stlntlards ol' lccoLrrrtlrbi

()rllanize regular opcn consul

such as participatorl, budgeting ancl nronitoritrir nrechanisrns
- Create public feedback nrechanisms suclr as hotlines, proccdu
public petitioning and public interest litigation

Pror.uote the publics righ t olaccess to inlbrntation

- Dcrelop practical and cnfbrceab

service delivcrl, especiallv rvith political ofllce holdcrs
( tVt( Malie use of nrechantsnrs such ils lo\\il ltlrll ttterltnli. eitrzert. t

espccialll, tvith regards to ror

issue speci lic rr orkgroups

- Promote civic responsibilitl,

rcsponsible leadership and protecting conlmuuity propefty
- Enable cqual contribution of' ruren ancl n.onretr ancl thc firll particip
of thc citizenrv in,civic lifb
- Intltlenrent cnvironntental 1tlauning and ntallagentcnt rtrethuclol,.-
hasctl orr stakcholdcr irrvolvcntcnt

- Creatc a culture ol peacc b1, encouraging tolerance
public an,areness cantpaigns

- Prourote securitv ol livclrhoods particularl y lbr the urban poor rir: - _

appropriate legislation and access 10 e,tplo),nte.t, crcdit and etluc:
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. L rn:lll('c

: rt-t J ltt

r-: i\ illd ilnci f:

, t'.i1!)l.lilll1 li\.

llr(lccdrrres:

. lrrtllbilih .,

l:./alts li)li1.,r

i to \'otItg i

i 'l particip.ai.

(-oN(tt.tlsloN
,,\pplr ing lhc trortlrs of' good 

-qo\ 
crllllllcc to thc

plrulning altd tldlllillistratioll o l' thc [-agtts

\,lcgacitr nill signilicantlr hclp in acltL'cssing

irotlt ttt'bntl po\ crt\ lttlcl ctlvirot.tt.t.tctltal

ticslilcli"ltiort. 1hc l-agos N'lctropolis call []c

lcr olutiorrirlizccl l-r) thc deccrltrllizatiorl tlf'

rcsponsibilities and resourccs to thc local

cor.rncils based ou the plinciplcs ol' subsidiaritl'

ancl accot-tutabilitl'; cncotrraging thc participation

ot'civil society especiall,v \\'o111cll in thc design'

inrplenrctttatiott and Inotrittlrirrg ol' local

pliuritics based olr the plinciplc o1'civic

cngagenrent. Ft"tt'thet'tnore. building the ctrpacitl

o1'all actol's to contlibute tirlly to decisiorl

rlaliing and urbin developt.nent processcs based

on thc principles of equitl' and c['f icie no';

lircilitating netnorking at all levels b1'thc

principlc o1'civic ellgagenlellt: litlcl basecl orl the

ITEFERENCES
Aina,T.(I990). 

-lhc Shantl' 
-louu licorroml '

Datta.S(cd). l-hird ll"orld lrtdrrslt'ioli:otiort

llctrltltt'tti.strls rtntl l'erspacliras Ilppsllll
Ord&Fornr 1990

Akinbode, A. (2002). Iutrtldttctorr
I:ni it'ottttlcutal Rcsor'trccs \{anitgctllcttt
IbrJun: Dal'bis I)Lrblishcrs

Aliinyele, I. (1994). '[)ovcrty lcdr-rctiorl arld

Lrrlritrt liolerlcc: thc clsc 1bl strcct Iilocl

vetrdot's in Nigcria'. irr Albcrt.O.l ct al

(l:cls.)( 199'l ) iTRBAN I\IANACITMEN'l'
,\ND LlllllAN VtOLITNCFI lN AFIIlCn'
lbldarr: IFRA Vol 2

nlillsiplcs u,' tut11i11llbilil" ltll'l sc''tttitr ' l' ' ::

lirll ltrlr atltLtgc tl1' ll.ttldet'tr itllilrtll'ttit'it 'r:r'i

!r\lllllltllliL,Ltitrtl tutlttt,'lrr':ies L(r \tllrl\rr' I ' :

r,rrban go\ e lllallce and sLlstltitllilrlc []ll''r:

rlcrclol-rrttcnt rrill restrlL it.t itllptorctl ucll'ile i'':

the cttrttutttnitl.

It is t-ltt itltct'nltlioiral c()llscllstls lilr'tt -trrttl

go\ cnrtnce is a crucill pre-t'ctlr.tisitc lirt l 'r cttr

crrrJicltiorr. It is ltls,' 1.L11' rrr l''tl':e tl ('l'

clitiuul tirr r.rrrlc:rsliirr'l tt.iii"t::tl eltt't ' i

tlcrclr,l.trtcttt(t \ -ll rt'it r'- lr)rrl) |

instittttional I'csll()llscs x. Lilc ltrrlti 'ir i

contribtttc kl lt sigrliliclllt l'e rltldti()11 l1r l)()\ ci il' '

therclttrc in tlrtlcr t() tllc.1. tlie \lillcrlrliLrrr:

[)crclttpnrctlt (iolrls- it is irllpcrrrtirc thrL! ilrr

principles ot' gtlotl qo\clllrllci' ilfc ll(l()llldli :ill!i

pronttttctl lill lrotll l r:gcilef:iti()ll illlLl tlle

tttiti!l:rti,rrr (tl lr(1\L|l\ ill "ttt ttil"lll L'('tlltlltlll'l:( '

Kolcosho, tl. and Adcl'inka, A. (2006)'

Irlpact cll' I,ttr irotlnletrtal Dcgrlrdatitln'i SlLtrrl

orr Youtlt (it'ouLh lintl i)crcloptllellt :t'ltsr'

Studv tll' Iu ltr ll ( (),llllltlllit\ . 1.agos" 1'tltltcr

prcscrltecl at Itltct'natitltliil Conl'erct.tc'; Lrtl

l':nrit'tttrtllcnllti lreoll()nries altcl C'trrrllir'i

Ilcsolr-rtion. l.inir cr-sit) oi- l-lrgos

Lagos Strrtc Govcrnment/ Linited Nations

Ccntre for I lunran Sctt!ements (198{)'
ldentillcltion o1' l.lrbat-' i(cncual Atcrs irr

1\,letropolitan l.lgos'. l lr'brltr rtttd Rcqiorr:rl

l)lirrrnirrs l)ir isittlt: irnitctl r.\ittiotls

I)cvcloprttcttt l'roqrrttlrr.t.tc L-iNCIIS IIlbitlL
N I R Sl {)0 Ilttlrlclttr'trtrltirr''

t-rgos Statc Governmcnti I I]\-Habitnt

Officc in Nigeria (200Ji. .\tirta of.tlrc I'rt':';'

IIcgrr Cilt'rrrrrl Ollrci \i1lor.iorr Citie.s lle polt

Mabogunje, A. (l9til). liiri.ards atr Ilrban
l)olic1' lilr Nigcriir. ir.: Sada.l'.O rt:rti

Oguntof inbtl cds I lrirrrl I)roccsses rttttl

Probleurs in Nigcrirr. lbrrdrn: Unir.crsitr ol

I badan Press.

NIabogun.ic,,\.(2002). Iic-crrrrstt LtctitlS thc

Nigcrirn Cin: Iilc \trr iiolicr ott I ii'rttl
I)er c-lopntcrtt itncl lloltsirri:. ilrtpcr presclrlr.l .:i

lt \ationll ('ortlerctrcc rrrt titc ('itr trt \lle rl;r .

Ilc Il.' l(x)2

Ilartonc,C ( I 99 I ). 
-f lle E tlvirtlrlulcrrtlrl

Chrllcuges ot''l'liird Worlcl Cities'

.Jorl rrrr/, 5(,!'l)
I..gunjobi, L.(1999). -l he Ciaspirrg Citl -

Iuur,rguritl Lcctrtrc. t Inivcl'sitv of Ibaclarr

.1P.1 "

t nrcthodolol:-

crr ersitl, tlrrou=

r:u poor tlirou_=

lnJ education

Iicd cral E nr, iron tn cntll Protcctiotl r\gcnc1'

(1991). (iLridclincs and Standalds ' Ibr

I:rrr irotttttcntll Polltltiotl C'otltrol in Nigcria
(ieorgc, C. (2002). lllsic Prirrciplcs anrl

lVlcthocls of' IJrtrlrr lncl I{egionrll Plannine.

l.ar,.rls: l.ibt'ogettt []oolis.

I lornb'r'. .\. crl ( 19931. Orlirr'.1 .\.lr rrrte cJ

t jirnrcrs I)ie ti\rnill\ . r," lf JiLi,,rt

69

r l l':
r al1\ -.'

...:t,t11ll

,-r c1Lrlr

-rlilollsibrlt 
-

: : l:.OLl!ll 1,

..r;.1 lcoLtr li:-

): rit lIAliin,l

.i

':ir thc i,,

il'rf()llrli

i,

i



Nlabogunje, A. (2002). Nigeria and the Good
Urban Governance Canrpaign. The

Laurrching of the Globol Conrprrign .fbt' Good
(irbatt Gorcr'nance in .\tige t'itr. Fccleral
.llitti-tttt' o/ Il'orks and Ilotrsittg. .1brritt.

\i,Jcll(r.

United Nations l)cvclopmcnt Programm
(2001). Tlrc lvlillcnniLrnr L)cvclopnrcnt (iolls
rr ri' rv. Lr nd p.tlr'gi ltd_lr ;

n rvu .unnri I lcni unrpr()icct.()rlr' htntl

Nigcria Police (2005). Nigeria Policc Crirne
Rcport 2005

United Nations Developmcnt
Programmc(200,1). I lunran [)cr cloprnctrt
Ile po rt 2 004. [\\L]!11l1il1u s.

Nubi, T. and Omirin, M. (2006). Utban
Violence. l.and Rights and thc E,nvironntent.
paper prcsented at lnternatiortal Conf'elencc
otr l]rr iror-rn.rcntal Ecorronrics and Conl'lict
I{esolulion. Univel'sit1' of l.agos

U N-Habitat (2002). Torvalds E1l cctile [ ]rbln
Governance in Nigeria.
n,u,.unchs.org/campai gn

UN-Habitat (2002). The Global Canrprien on

Urban Governance Concept Papcr.

n,n'rr'. r-r nhab i tat.or-q

ll"

Oduwaye, A. and Ogundele, K. (2006).
Dnvironurental Hazards in Metropolitan
Lagos. paper presented at International
Conl'crence on Envilonmental E,cotronrics and
('onllict Rcsolution. I Inir'clsitl o1' [-agos

UN-Habitat Q0A2). Plinciplcs o1'Cood UI'ban

Golcrnance. u'u,u'. unchs.oru/canrpai-uns

Unitetl Nations Orgrnization (l 996).
Internatiorral Year tbl thc []radicrtion ol'
Polertr', being lact shcet

Olayirvola, L. (2000). 1'echniclLres lirr
Achieving Sustainablc Der cltrptttctrt 1br'

Tou,ns and Cities in Osr.rn Statc. Paper'

presented at Workshop on [.lrban I)lltltrting
and Sustainable Developtnent in Osr,nt Sirtc

United Nations Organization(2000). " I'hc

Millennium Declaratiou. 8th plcnar'1 nrcctinr
of the UN Gencral Assembly"'. li Sc1'rtcnrbcr'

2000 u rr rr.unntiIlcni Ltrttpr','it ul,ot l

70


