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Introduction

A school of thought argued that the watchdog role of the mass
media is enough for the mass media, while another school of
thought posited that the watchdog role of the mass media be
replaced with a new role tagged guide-dog role [Tejumaiye 2004B].
There are a lot of debates about the effects of the mass media on
man and society. A school of thought posited that the effects of the
mass media on man and society are real, while another school of
thought is of the position that the effects of the mass media do not
exist. The argument of the second school of thought goes thus:

If over sixty vears of a considerable amount of research
effort, direct effects of mass media upon behavior have
not been clearly identified, then, we should conclude thar
they are simply not there to be Jound [Gaunrler, 1998 ]

The first school of thought on the effects of the mass media areued
thus: ,

- I..\_\m|&ﬁmm.wm§$®‘§m...mmmr:.. we buy products

advertised. We go 1o cinema o watcl films mentioned in
the mass media. Lgually, there are reported cases of
people refraining from buving certain products becanse
of media negative publicity concerning the contamination
or adulteration of the products. Acts of violence have
been recorded consequent upon exposures to media
violence just as much policy and regulation have been

directed ar preventing the media Jrom causing harm
[McQuail, 2000)

According to McQuail [ibid: 416], “the study of effects is as old as
the entire mass communication  discipline”. Confirming the
significance of the effects of Mass - communication, Newbold
[1995:118] argued: “mass media effects tradition has been the major
force behind the development of mass communication research”.
Perhaps, what is not and has never been doubted includes that the
contemporary man and society use the mass media. In view of the
above, there is need to study the mass media, particularly, its
processes and its effects.

Ln
(B

Nigerian Mass Communication Association Journal

According to Lasswell [1948], the main functions of mass
communication in society are: surveillance of the environment,
correlation of the parts of the society in responding to the
environment and the transmissions of cultural heritage. Wright
[1975: 26] added entertainment to this list. Mendelssohn [1966],
interpreting the addition of entertainment to the functions of
communication, said that entertainment may be part of transmitted
culture. He stressed that ahother aspect of entertainment is that of
providing individual reward, relaxation and reduction of tension
which makes it easier for people to cope with real life problems and
for societies to avoid breakdown. McQuail [2000] added
mobilization as the fifth function of the mass media. According to
him, mobilization is designed to reflect the widespread application
of mass communication to political and commercial propaganda.

Mass media have been found to play role[s] in environmental
consciousness and education le.g. Jensen [1977]; Nelson [1994];

——————Enemaku {20021 Adenekan (20017 Salawu [2004] and Tejumaiye

[2007A]. They [mass media] have been found to be almost
indispensable in socialization as well as in the dissemination of
knowledge [e.g. Jossclson, 1976; Brown, 1976]. The mass media
roles in politics have also been established in studies such as
[Seymour 1974; Soola 2003: Keghku 2003; Tejumaiye and Rufai
2007 and Aina 2003]. The mass media roles in societal culture and
in cultural dissemination and transformation have been established
by studies like Carrey [1975, 1989]; McGuigan [1992]; Schudson
[1991]; Wright [1975] and McQuail [2000). There is hardly any
aspect of man’s life that the mass media have not played one role or
the other. -

Definition of terms

The under listed terms as used in this study are as defined
below: ,

Mass Media: Mechanisms put into the communication process to
duplicate man’s writing (printing press) and to extend man’s senses
of sight and sound (electronic media). [n this study, .mass media
encapsulates both the print and the electronic media.

53
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Lang and Lang [1966: 23] had earlier made reference to the idea of
agenda setting when they argued thus:

In a sense, the newspaper is the prime mover in
setting the territorial agenda. It has g great part in
determining whar most people will be talking about,
what most people will think the Jacts are and whar

most people will regard as the way problems are 1o
be dealr with. .

Mills [1951] had drawn com
man when he wrote thys: “
stands communication which
have of their existence”.

almost total dependency of
sense of identity and aspirati

monness between the mass media and
between consciousness and existence
influences such consciousness as men
Mills [1956] again expounded on the
individuals on the mass media for their
ons. According to Comstock [ 19931:

The influence of the mass mediq

[particularly
television] resides not in affecting how " people

T W al
Nigerian Mass Communication Association Journ

ing the i tance of various
. ents of voters regarding the impor
s H:.ma?mum_m“_.g Since this 1972 classical study nO:&:QMa _”WQHWM
nnauﬂw‘m_nﬂ%arm and Shaw, several studies have v.oo:. nn“:azw s
MmM:Mm setting e‘_m_zm vatiety of variables. ,_,wmrﬁ__.__ﬂ_q_um q_‘E_Uu\w :M.mq e
2 v 6] Williams and Semla ; i e
and Robinson [1986]; Wi i, 5 ot
x 93]: Zhu an
i 1987]: Rogers et al [19 : . i
Hm_m_ﬂﬂzn_\uoocw Harris and Kolovos [2001]; Norris [2006] a
Valenzuela and McCombs [2007].

s : tting hypothesis,
i i ‘ licity of agenda setting I
te the apparent simp . s g
Ummwm”_ assumptions were therein the construct. >nnma_m nﬂ::o i
mmme_ooa [1997], these assumptions include: [1] agen m:am mmn::_q
mmam:_ specific effect. This translates to mean that %w: e :m
" i i es
certain issu
t the media report on . 3
Emnm:mm:.”_(ﬁ% about these issues, [2] agenda setting has an mﬁmmm_mmm e
" . i _
nm.z_” mi,:m translates to mean that agenda mm:_sm Mmmm:wmw s
oo : % i The deduc
indivi _ ern.
mitiari dividual's issues conc . iR
i Q_Mn. effect and the aggregate effect mwm::ﬁ:o: _Mmacﬁrm
& ent s £ e areg -
Hr%,mﬁwzno_m”uni specific effect approach to the study o

behave, but in whqr they think abour. The medium

becomes q socto-cultural force nos because people
are what they see, byt because what they see and ralk

about are mmportant parts of their experience.

Lang and Lang [1966] reinforced the notion of agenda setting by
observing: “the mass media may force attention to certain issues. ...
They are constantly presenting objects suggesting what individuals
in the mass should think about, know 2

bout and have feelings
about”,

McCombs and Shaw conducted the first em

Setting in 1972. The duo studied the 1968 Presidential Election in

. United States of America [Lowery, and
DeFleur 1998). In their study, they compared actual campaign
content of the mass media with what people said were the most
important issues. McCombs and Shaw found strong support for the
agenda setting theory, that is, there Were strong relationship between
the emphasis placed on different campaign issues by the mass media

56

ree_approach because the
—mass—media is superior to acontent free

former has more face validity than the latter.

i a setting function
A more central mmmcsw:OJ in :._w% M:wm_.w wammw.mnnmmmam:m .
i A m"ﬂ“;mo.mwmwﬁm%au,w%::m Smmuﬁn:. has mmﬁmv__ﬂm._mm
o L:m are ou_u,uwr_m of telling the public what %m:_us
el ::._mm. md MQSEEEW and modest about McCombs m:: .
wmwwﬁ.noiswﬁm“w: includes that agenda mm_:zm Bmqu.n_w _mmm; mﬁmm\zv:n
amnw.:m consequences. These mosmmnm_m%,www N__an_hmm.mm S
8 t certain issues triggered by . e
nmjnwﬂwnmcmﬂ,@aur;m process. [2] that Emmm.ewa_m mmm::gmﬂw m:M
s e | role in the emergence of political perso i i
e m_mm_mwﬂ“ Uw drawing attention to certain issues o_<.2 Mﬁﬁm_ﬁm—.mmm
memﬂdmn:m provide cues for the public to judge and ultimately

for legislation about.

5 tudy of the
According to Lowery and DeFleur :cc.u. 2761, H:ﬂwmwsﬂnw .
agenda setting function of the mass media _m:__qu et e
.q::ﬂ,F.,m of mass media to the issues suggested by s
in s

]
~J
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It will be recalled that in March 2006, there was pandemonium in
Lagos due to a very sudden change in the atmospheric condition of
the weather. The condition became tense and very damp with heavy,
thick and darkish-white stinking smoke enveloping some parts of
the state such as the Lagos Island, Ebute-Meta, Bariga, Ojota, Ketu,
Mushin, Oworonsoki and some parts of lkeja [Tejumaiye, 2008].
People ran in different directions for their lives because they were

- not sure of what was happening. Some Lagosians in the midst of the

confusion said that'the smoke was also discomforting to eyes and
driving on some Lagos roads became problematic. The situation
caused offices to close early. Later in the day, the Nigerian
Television Authority [NTA] reported that the smoke was as a result
of metropolitan burning of solid wastes at the Ojota dumpsite. The
Lagos state Television [LTV] in the same vein reported that the
cause of the smoke was a Nigerian National Petroleum Corporation
[NNPC] pipeline that burst on the sea; this claim was corroborated
by the Lagos State Environmental Protection Agency [LASEPA].

A study in Hong Kong showed that bad air might be responsible for
a significant jump in children being admitted to hospital for asthma.
The six years study conducted by researchers at the University of
Hong Kong between 1997 through 2002 using hospital admission
records revealed that a total of 26,663 children were admitted into
hospital for asthma during the six-year period. According to Nyong
[2005], *if current trends continued, temperatures in sub-Saharan
Africa could rise by 2C with rainfall declining by 10 per cent’.
Nyong, a scientist at the University of Jos made this statement in a
paper presented to the Conference on Climatic Change that took
place in Exeter in 2005. He noted that there must be substantial and
genuine reductions in greenhouse gas emissions by the principal
emitters. The scientist said that the G8 countries accounted for
almost half of the global carbon dioxide emissions in 1999. He
emphasized that while global warming was a crisis for the whole
world; Africa was particularly ill equipped to deal with the situation
because of water shortages and dependence on agriculture for food
and export earnings. “Africa’s high vulnerability is not only due to
climate change but a combination of other stresses which include
poverty, wars and conflicts. limited technological development, a
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government establishments. A critical examination of these barriers
as identified by Adenekan (2001) and Salawu (2004) shows that the
problem is that of loss of general societal interest in general societal
problems, for the sake of emphasis: the problem is lack of interest in
societal or collective interests. The belief includes: what belongs to
everyone belongs to no one. This in the main calls for a
reorientation and a new thinking in societal problems and
challenges, not only societal progresses, thus, the need for the mass

media to review their roles since they have been accepted to be a

force in the shaping and the reshaping of the society. This study is
therefore recommending a role change for the mass media. The
study recommends a replacement of the watchdog role to that of a
guide-dog role. The basis for this recommendation includes that the
mass media watchdog role has been misunderstood and interpreted
to mean meddlesomeness by both the government and the governed
[see Tejumaiye 2004A and 2004B]. Again, a guide dog role is
suggested because journalists have failed to elevate the watchdog
role. Today, you often hear the sources of information claiming: “ho

1 was misquoted”, “no, I never said that”, “impossible, I could not

have said that”, etc. =

Guide dog journalism takes active cognizance of the diversities of
interest, geography and culture in Nigeria by reporting in
MULTIPOLAR ways, not BALLANCED ways. Balance suggests
middle. Multipolar reporting ensures that all persons affected by
issues have a voice in the story not just the proponents of the most
extreme viewpoints. This brand of journalism does not advocate
abandonment of the watchdog role; rather, it is encompassing and
greater in scope than watch dogging. It however stresses the total
relinquishing of the attack dog role and accommodates some
elements of the crusade dog role. Guide dog journalism places the
mass media as an indispensable socialization force in the society.
Guide dog journalism advocates that citizens should take-up
ownership of societal problems — social, political, €conomic,
technological, cultural and environmental — and that the more we
take up societal problems, the better for us all. In all, the task of
Guide dog journalists is to elevate societal problems such as the
need for environmental awareness, education and knowledge to the
level of societal and general discussions, the end result of which is
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9) Seek Balance: This is the old debate of objectivity versus
subjectivity. While there is an element of subjectivity in
what you write however, strife for objectivity always,
Remember that the world s full of conflicting values, Also,
avoid being an advocate of interest: it leads to loss of
credibility.

(10) Don’t forget the follow-up stories, The best, concise and

well-written story will have a minimal impact if it appears

once in a newspaper or a newscast. You need to follow-up stories.

Remember that environmenta] news lends itself more to what has

been called “process” Journalism than “episodic” journalism. The

issue is: keep environmental_stories aljve. According to Nelson

(Ibid) the way to keep environmental stories alive are:

(a) Look for environmental stories in other beats :

(b) Look for connections between events reported and
environmental news

(c) Be creative. This .Is- indispensable in reporting the

environment. You riust be creative in the way you get your
stories; your sources; in your interview and also in your
‘Write-ups. = T : = )

Conclusively, ask Yourself these ten questions when writing an
environmental story/report. The questions according to Nelson [ibid]
are: (1) Have I made the story “local” so that people can relate to jt?
(2) Have I added new sources to my list this week? (3) Are the most
important aspects emphasized and the trivial discarded? (4) Is my
presentation clear and concise? (5) Have I made _.umov_n “feel” the

story and conveyed its significance? (6) Do the descriptions and
analogies explain the numbers? (7) Are the technical terms defined?
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TARGETS, PERPETRATORS AND EFFECTS OF SEXUAL
HARASSMENT IN SELECT MASS COMMUNICATION
DEPARTMENTS IN SOUTH-EAST NIGERIAN
UNIVERSITIES p

BY
Jude Terna Kur

Abstract
The survey of female undergraduate

South-east Nigerian Universities aime
perpetrators and effects of sexualzharassment on the h
used a sample of 240 final year undergraduates drawn through
simple random sampling. Findings suggest that targets of sexual
harassment are younger in age, single, of low and average
academic statuses and of parents of low socio-economic status. The
perpetralors are mostly senior academics. Sexual harassment
adversely affects the acadenic well-being of-the harassed. The

_findings support feminist theory that sexual harassment is an
exercise of power. It is recommended, among othersthat a policy .
against sexual harassment be formulated in mass communication
departments of universities and other institutions of higher learning.

s of mass communication in

d at determining the targets,
arassed. It
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