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INTRODUCTION: The concept of 8ecolonization ordinarily .suggests-f the
‘negation of colonization, which is the imp.osition of political contr01 by a country
over a less powerful one. In reality, it is the gradual trénsfer of poliﬁcal power
from the Eﬁropean imperial r;lleré fo the Africans in what is popularly kﬁowﬁ as
the decade of independence. The corollary of this is liberation struggle, that
usually involves armed struggle and violence as witnessed in the Portu;guese
colonies of Angola, Mozambique and the wh‘ite settler colonies of Kenya, South
Africa and Algeria. The place of the colonial era in Africa has evoked a major
debélte: whether it was the beginning of African History as Burocentric scholar_s

like Trevor Roper had argued or a mere episode in the long history of Africa as

Ade-Ajayi and others have argued.’

Irrespective of the view that one holds on this debate, there is a general agreement .
Vthat the imposition of imperial rule on Africa was prec’eded by the Scramble and
Partition of Africa, particularly between 1875 and 1914. The Gold C'oast,. Nigeria;
Gambia, and Sierra-Leone came under British control aﬁd were collectively known
as British West Africa. For political expediency and administrative conveniénce, '
the British adopted a system of administration called the indirect rule. This |
“colonial government rested on three administrative pillars: tﬁe native authority, .tﬁe
native court and the ﬁative treasury. Not only was the’ system of '_colénial
administration in the Gold Coast and Nigeria similar during the entire period of thg
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colonial rule, the Lagos Colony was actually qontroll.ed_ from Accra from 1874 to
1886. The head of_the political administration then, the Governor, was résidencé
in the Gol.d Coast. The highest political ofﬁcer in Lagos then was the Lt Governor. .'
it took a strong protest from the very vocal educated eli.te in Lagos to forée-the
British to terminate tﬂis arrangement. They were impatien‘_c with the length éf time
required to pbtain even the Gove_rﬁor"s'view on mails dispatched to him frpm
Lagos on matters beyond the competence or jurisdiction of the Lt Governor. This

was the period when the ship was the only means of communication and Elder

Dempster ruled the waves.”

-‘And while it took just fwo decades from 1880 for European imperial powers to
partition and océupy Africa, it took a longer period for l‘the African colonies to
regain their independence. Tﬁe process was however dramatic especially after the
end of the second world war in 1945. The independepce of Ghana in 1957 seemed
to have opt;ned the way for the -other colonies. B.y 1960, eleven. cbloniés had
‘galned their independence, nine of them in i960 alone; the next two between 1961 -
and 1965 and the last two in 1973 and 1974. In Brit'ish West Africa, _Ghana’s
- independence was on 6 March 1957; followed by Nigeria on 1% October 1960,
Sierra-Leone oﬁ 27 April 1961 and the éa;n.bia on 18 February 1965. Again,.,
opinion differs on the assessment of fhe colonial era. Some have described it as an
unmitigated disaster forr Africa, others see it as a mixed blessing. Yet, others
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regard it as an infinite good for which théy expect Africans to be eternally grateful -

to the European imperial maters.” A balanced assessment, however, will show that

colonialism had its positive and negative aspects. The negative aspects sowed the

seeds that led to its destruction.

PATTERN AND TRAJECTORY: The process of decolonization in the Gold -

Coast and Nigeria followed  the same pattern and trajectory, in two historjcél
phases. The discussion Vof the politics of décolonizatioﬁ in the two countries will
involve the analysis of the processes, the personalities and thé ihstitutions
involved. To aid our understaﬁding; we shall adopt the themaﬁc and com;ﬁarative
approach in the historical narrative. The first phase of decolonization ip the two
countries was the stage of non-.violent protests which Funso Afolayan called
“proto-nationalism”.’ The protests were led by the few educated elite in the Coastal
cities of Lagos and Calabar in Nigeria and Accra in Ghana. Their grievances
centéred mainly on their exclusion from the corridor of };ower under tﬁe British

administration. Funso Afolayan explains the objective of the protests in these

words, “They sought accommodation within the colonial order,. rather than a

recovery of their sovereignty. They were reformists, not revolutionaries. Their

quest was for a better deal for themselves as elites and for their people in the

colonial enterprise”.” Dennis Austin similarly argues, “The intelligentsia felt they:




had been passed over, denied their proper place as heirs of the British whose

institutions they knew and, for the most part admired.”®

In the process, the educated elites vented their anger on the traditioﬁal rulers whom
they perceived had .displaced them from their rightful position of the vanguard of a
new civilization. In reality, the Indirect Rule was a system that stresses continuity
rather than a break with the existing political arrangément. Iﬁ principle, the‘ goal
was to administer the ‘nati.ves’ through thei; own lo‘cal chigfs and traditional
institutions. However, in implementing the Dual Mandate, the British
administration created paramount rulers iwhere they did not existrand invested
some with the p(_)litic-al authority they did.not possess in the pre-cqlonial era. In
Nigeria, Captain Ross extencie_d the power and influence 6f the Alafin of Oyo far

beyond his traditional domain in Yorubaland.’

Iﬁ Eastern Nigeria, the British administration in utter disregard for the republican
spirit of the Igbo people created ‘Warrant Chiefs” whose authority was based on
-the government. The excesses of theée certificated rulers resulted in the -popular
Aba Women riét of 1929. Even in Northern Nigeria where the Indirect Rﬁle
system was very successful, fhe emirate system freed some groups from the contrel
of their neigbours but imprisoned r—nany non-Hausa communities in the emirate

box. The story was not too different in the Gold Coast. In 1927, The Gold Coast




~ Leader roundly condemned the unfettered powef enjoyed by the Chiefs under the

British. It wrote:

The time is coming when a chief once installed will sit firmly on
the neck of the people, like the old man of the sea, and rule them

in his own way without any means of getting rid of him.*-

~ In the Gold Coast and Nigeria, the colonial administration did not only ignore the

political grievances of the educated elites but proceeded ‘to castigate them. For

instance in Nigeria, Governor Hugh Clifford was full of disdain for the agitators

whom he ridiculed as pretentious and presumptuous Black Englishmen who had no

roots in the communities they claim to represent.’

The racial policy of the colonial government united the educated elites against the
British. In both countries, edﬁcated Africaps were either 1;0t employed or made to
-occupy inferior positions in th.e govenﬁment or colonial civil service ine’spe(;,tive of
their qualifications. In 1919, the Gold Coast Independent complained bitterly
against this policy.'® The fate of Df.Nnamid Azikiwe also tells the same story in

Nigeria. Azikiwe returned to Nigeria with two masters degrees from a reputable

American University in 1934. After he was denied employment in Nigeria, he

. migrated to the Gold Coast where he became the editor of the Afiican Morning
Post from 1935 to 1937. The paper was very critical about the colonial

government. To avoid the constant harassment, Azikiwe came back to Nigeria in
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1937 where he founded the West African Pilot that became the mouthpiece of the
nationalist leaders for many years. In essence, the press in the Gold Coast and

Nigeria played a very crucial role in the politics of decolonization at every stage.

~ Another common feature of the politics of deéolonization in both colonies was the
levél of youth involvement in the nationalist agitations. ‘In the Gold C;aast, J. B.
Danguah convened‘the first National Youth Conference in 1930. The second wés
held in 1938 al'ld the third m Kumasi in_1939. By 1914, the “young me_n” had
formed a partnership With the ‘intelligentsia’ to pressurize the colonial
administration to introduce series of reforrﬁs' that cu}minated in the ‘unofﬁciél’
majority’ constitution of 1946."" In Nigeria, the Lagos Youth Movement was

| S

formed in 1934. The movement cllangca_g] its name to the Nige_rian_ Youth

Movement (NYM) in 1936. The NYM provided the first broad based platform for

the criticism of the colonial policies. The leadership of the Movement included

- Ernest Ikoli, Samuel Akisanya, Dr. J. C. Vaughan and H. O. Davies. Notable
students from Northern ‘Nigeri.a, including ‘Mallam Jumare who was dismiséed
from his position as a teacher, joined the group. The NYM called for ti’le reform of
abolition of the Indirect Rule S)}stem, the appointment of Nigerians into the 'high'er
cac}re of the civil service, rebresentat-ion of the provinces in the Legislative Council
and better working conditions for African employees in Eluropean firms."> The goal
of the NYM was to build a united Nigeria out fo the motley of communities that
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the colonial enterprise had brought together in the Nigerian State. The 'NYM
domlnated the polmcal landscape until mtemal dissension among the leadershlp
crippled its activities and it was subsequently replaced by a new political party, the

National Council of Nigeria and the Cameroons in 1944.

It is important to stress that the first phase of the nationalist movement in the Gold
Coast end Nigeria profited from Pan Africanism fﬁat originated from outside fhe
African continent. By then, the Blacks in the New World - began to connect their
struggle for civil rights' with the demand for self-determination of Africans under
colonial rule. The prominent leaders of this movement include Booker T,
Washington, E. B. Du Bois. and the Jamaican born -Mercus Garvey. -Bookier T.
- Washington believed that functional education was crucial to black emancipation. :
This idea influenced J. K. Aggrey, the Fante clergyman énq educationist whor

founded the popular Achimota College in Ghana. E. B. Du Bois was iinpatient:
with the long range approach of Booker T. -Washingtoh. He wented immediete
political and economic freedom for blacks everye\rhere. The approach of Marcusw'
Garvey was different fr.om the others. His goal was to repatriate some 400 million
‘negroes back to Africa to take over the‘ continent polftically, socially amd
economically.” - Between 1_919 and 1945, ﬁve Pan African Congresses__we;e held.
The first was at the Paris Peace Conference of 1919 and the fifth was the |
Manchester Coegress of 1945. Some of the nationalist leaders in Gold Coast and '
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Nigeria, notably ngrne Nkurumah and DrNnamdi Azikiwe, were inspired by Pan
Africanism and other interterritional movements such as the National Congress éf .
British West Africa (NCBWA) organized in 1919 under'the leadership of J-E.
Casley Hayford of G};ana. The congress Held its first meeting in Accra in 1920 _
and demanded from the colonial administration, the introdﬁcti_on of franchise and

equal opportunities in the civil service and the establishment of the West African

. .. 14
University.

The second phase of the decolonization in the Gold Coast and Nigeria reveals
many striking similaritiés. First is the timing of the event. This second-phase,
which is from 1945 to 1960, coincided with the period that the colonial mastefs
needed the support of their ccﬂonies more than ever before. Having just emerged
from the Second World War, the eco;lomies of Britain, Italy, France and Belgium
were in shambles, as well as the critical infrastruc't‘ures. Hence,'théy naturally
' .looked up to the colonies for support. Besides, Britain like France also introduced ;
liberal reforms that reflected in Vthe establishment of a new university for Nigeria
and the Gold Coast, increased budget allocation for heglth and ggri'culture in thé
hope of placafing the nationalist agitatofs.l-é.l'hese liberal or better c-oloﬁialism.‘

failed to save the situation for many reasons.

One of these was the radical orientation of the new mass political parties that

emerged in the Gold Coast and Nigeria during this period. In 1947, J. B. Danguah
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- had formed the United Gold Coast Convention. The a.pproiach.of th:e Pgrty to the
issue of self-determination and independence was ;ather caqtioils. In 194I9,
Kwame Nkurumah broke away with this p';rty and formed his own ‘Cc;nlvention_
People’s Party that mobilized the masses through what he called positive action to
dismantle colonial ruie. “In Nigeria, thé Action Group, under Chief Abafemi
Awoiowo and the Nati_onal Cc;uncil for Nigeria Citizens and the Cameroons.aiso
began to make outright 'dem;cmds fof independence in contrast to i;he more

conservative Northern People’s Congresé under Tafawa Balewa:

Another striking similarity is the cult image of these new political leaders.
Nkrumah was projected as Africa’s man of destiny, .the star of Ghz;.na, ‘and
Osagyefor, that is the redgemer, and the founder of the nation. Several myths were
similarly created around the personality of Cﬁief Obafcﬁli Awolowo who was
popuiariy called Awo by his supporters and associates. The aura surrounding the
legendary “Zik of Africa” was no less visible. Indeed, a group of youths formed
the Zikist Mgven;ent that was-.dedicated to the physical protection of Dr. Nnamdi

Azikiwe and his ideals. The movement was proscribed in 1952 by the government.

The third factor was the role of ex-service men in the agitations of the post 1945
era. To begin with, the experience of the ex-service men during the world wars’
helped to debunk the myth of European supremacy. Théy saw that the Europeans

were also subject to fear and death like themselves. For instance, Nigerian soldiers
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were recruited to fight in Cbngo and Burma. These ex-service_men served as
~agents of enlightenment in the post war era. In the Gold Coast, waf tirrne hérdship
made it difficult for the British administliati.oln to pay the allowance of the ex-
‘service men in 1948. This made the ex soldiers to lead a widéspread riot over the
rising cost of living. The riots in Accra, ‘Kuma-si and other towns were brutally
surpreésed.'6 The UGCC capitalized on the protests to demand Afor irn.mediat_e_
independence. As cot;ld be expected, the British government set up a Commission‘
of Enquiry — Watson Commission. The UGCC was implicated émd many of the
leaders were arrested -and held in prison for months. The riots compelled -";he
government to revise thé constitution of 1946. Consequently in 1949, th'e '
government appointed an All African CofnmittEe under Justice Coussey and with
Dr. J. B. Danquah the UGCC leader as a member. The outcome was the Coussey
Constitution of 1951 that reserved‘.half of the seats of thé. parliament for fhe chiefs
and their nominees. The difference of opinion on the merit of this constitution
‘damaged the relationship between Danquah aﬁd Nkrumah beyond repair. Whil.e
Danéluah felt it was a good c_oncession, Nkrumah rejccteci it and called for more

strikes and riot to force the government to grant immediate independence. -

Again, in both colonies, workers and labour unions played a crueial role in the
‘decolonization process. During the war the colonial government established
marketing boards in the Gold Coast and Nigeria to control prices, particularly by

|
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keeping the prices low. The situation became worse in the immediate post war
period. This policy subsequently affected all sectors of the economy — mining?
industry, banking, shipping and agriculture. In the Gold Coast, the eéonomie
hardship resulted in a wave of riots in the second half. of 1947, which was

‘particularly strong among the miners and railway workers. The cocoa farmers,

profiting from their experience of the cocoa hold up of-the 1930s, stoutly resisted

government attempt to destroy the allegedly diseased cocoa trees. The galloping

inflation was attributed to the activities of the Européan firms and the shylock

Syrians in the Gold Coast. The people therefore began to boycott foreign foreign

goods; championed by Nii Kwabena Bonne II, an Accra chief, until the

- goverinment forced the firms méntioned to reduce their prices.'”

Similarly in Nigeria, there was the failway workers strike and the general strike of -

1945 led by Michael Imoudu, who is \;videl'y acknowledged as the father of labour

movement in Nigeria. On 18 November 1949, the miners of the Enugu Coal mine -

profested against their condition of service. The Enugu Colliery shooting of Iva
Valley resulted in the death of 21 miners and injury to 51 others. As in the case of
the Gold Coast, the government set up a Commission of Enquiry with little

consequences. However, the event became a catalyst in the decolonization process

as moderate and radical politicians and students united against the British colonial -

administration.'® Indeed, following the protests in Port Harcourt, Aba and Onitsha
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a committee of eighteen prominent Nigerians was set up as a National Emergency

Committee to coordinate a protest on crime against humanity.

“One other common feature of the decolonization in both colonies is the impoﬂ:ar_lt
rolevthe urban centers played 'in the nationalist agitati(‘)ns.' .The political campaigns
as well as.the riots .and protests took place in the cities. The population of the
urban centers, ar;d their politi.(.:al and economic status, made them i_deal instrument
for mass mobilization. Fréderick‘ cooper has showﬁ that the populaﬁon of Gold
Coast major towns of Accra, Kumasi, éeko‘ndi - Tako;adi, and Cape Coast’
iincreased by about 55% between 1939 and 1947." Tlhe same phenomenon was
noticeable in the Southern Nigerian cities of Lagos, Ibadan, Calaba.r, Enugu, Aba
and Onitsha that became the hotbeds of the; politics of decolonizat'ion. duﬁng the
same period. For instance, the population of Lagos, which was no more thanr

~ 325,218 in 1950, had increased to 762,418 in 1960.”

Finally, the process of 'deqolonization in both colonies was through constitutional
reforms as distinct‘from armed struggle. The 1914 Constitution in the:. Gold Coas"c
and Nigeria cfeated the Legislat'ive Cbuncil for the two colonieé respectively.. The
1922 Clifford Constitution in Nige_ri'a that introduced the principle of elec_tion had
its equivalent in the Guggisberg ‘Constitution of 1925 in the Gold Coast. The
Richard Constitution of 1946 that brought the Northern and Southern Provinces of

Nigeria together for the first time in the same parliament also has a parallel in the
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1946- Constitution of Gold Coast. Aithough the 1946 Constitution in both colonies
had been hailed as a major adva‘ncemént on the existing one, the politicians in poth
colonies soon found fault with it. In Nigeria, the main complaint was that it was
imposed on the people. In the Géld Coast, Nkrumah aﬁd his supporteré felt the
reform was not enough. The widespread complaints led to the introduction of a
new constitution in the Gold Coast and Nigeria in 1951. Bbth colonies got another
consﬁtution in 1954. The Lyttleton Constitution of ‘1954 is very significant in
Nigerian ﬁolitical and constitutional history since it introduced regionalism into
the administratioﬁ of the couﬁfry. In Ghana, the 1954 Constitution granted self-
government to the people. It was this 1954 Constitution that paved the §vay flor the
Independence Constitution of both Countliies . 1957 for Ghana and 1960 for
Nigeria. The pace of progress was the outcome of events that ‘took place in the_

Party Secretariats, the Government House and the Colonial Office.in London.

CONCLUSION: The Gold Coast was fhe first éolony in Black Africa to obtain
independence. This Qas in 1957. Although Sierra-Leone was the oldest British
- colony in West Africa, the Gold Coast wa‘s the most politically advanced. - As
already shown, the fate of the -Gold Coast and Nigeria were closely connected
during the colonial era. Events .in one colony seemed to have immediately ‘inspired
similar occurrénces in the other colony. By 1948, the colonial éfﬁcials in Nigeria

were already jittery that the rapid p_aée of political development in the Gold Coast
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would have a backlash in Nigeria. In 1953, Governor Macpherson of Nigeria
"~ demanded a guarantee from Governor. Ar(ien_ Clarke of the Gold Coast that full
self government would not be given to the pelople of the Gold Coast in another four
to five years.”! But tried as hel did, he could not stop the tﬁming of 'the' political
wheel in the Gold Coast or silence. ihe nationalist leaders in Nigeria. It \;vas in
March of that same year that Pete;‘_ Enahoro of the Action Group Party in Nigeria
moved a motion for self government by 1956. This motion drew a wedge bgtv\./een
Southefn and Northern Nigeria whose leaders statéd that they were not yet ready
for the giant leap forward. Similarly, in the Gold Coast the regionalist stance of
the Ashanti led to their support for the National Liberation Party, while the issues
of the Northern Territories and the partition of the Ewe across the Ghana- Togov
international boundary threatened to delay the mdependence 2At any rate, the
- Victory of CPP in the 1956 electlons prepared the way for the independence on 6™

March 1957. On the other hand, Nigeria obtained her.own independence on 1%

October 1960.

In both countries, since independence, sucé‘e'ssi‘ve administrations have tried to
tackle the problems of national integration and national development. We would

recall that the political' leaders had raised the hope of the l.people‘conc_:eming the '
beneﬁ'ts of independence. Kwéme Nkurumqh had admonis;hed them to ‘seek ye
ﬁ1;st the politicél kingdom and _éthel' thihgs will be added unto you.” _In'_Nigéria,
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independence was expected to usher iﬁ the Eldorado. The rising ffﬁstrétion ha‘d
created .tension and occasional violence in both coun&ies. In the search for the
solution to the myriad of problems confronting the two countries, and indeed the E
whole of Africa, the importance of the lesson of history cannot' be overlooked.
1hls is the message that is symbohcally conveyed by Sonkofa an Akan bird whose

body is well positioned to forge ahead but has its head turned backward to proﬁt

from hindsight.
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