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INTEGRATING SUSTAINABILITY PRINCIPLES INTO COMMUNITY
-DEVELOPMENT AND PEACE EFFORTS IN NIGERIA

T.V. Bakare (Ph.I))
Department of Adult Education
University of Lagos,

ABSTRACT
This survey observed the extent of adoption of elements of sustainable community development (SCD I
Migeria,along with the integration of peave efforts. The study selected 250 respondents from five South Weser
states in rural and urban Nigeria, using stratitied proportionate randem sampling techniques. Six research qu
were answered and one hypothesis tested using the duly validated, researcher-constructed quastionnaire - S
Findings revealed that the level of incorporation of sustainability prineiples was mather low, and that SCD practies
affected the peace process In Nigeria, The implication is thal the future of communities will be compromized.
rate of development slowed considerably, and peace efforts thwarted, if sustainability principles are not intera
into Community Development practices and peace efforts.

KEYWORDS: Sustainability principles, Peace Efforts, Method, Sustainable Community Developmen t (Sc8

Nigeria, South Western States

INTRODUCTION

Commurity development (CD) is traditionally seen as
the practice of coming together by community
members, in & group, to act and profller
common solutions to their shared challengesin order to
muke their living standardshetter especially when the
governmeant they Iook up to [or help fail them, It can be
[ully undertaken by the commmity members
(especially when the project is onva small scale), or with
the halp of others, ecither ths povernment, in
collyboration with local NGOs or with internaliona)
partners.  Typical examples of CD inftialives are the
building of rural roads, clinics, wells, schonls, health
care cenlers, empowerment and skill training, among
others,

Sustamability is basically the precess of continuity.
sustainability principles are those clements embedded
w e conscious and judicious management of ezrth's
resources,  minimizing  waste, while providine a
conducive work environment, according to Ben-Eli
(2006). This would be daone in 3 manner that will he
hencficial te all individuals and their communitiss, but
also would last for fulure generations.Sustainable
Community Development (SDC), whish combines
clements of community development with economuc,
socigl  and  environmental sustainability, is fast
hecoiming o better alternative to the traditional mode of
community development as  a  more  holistic
method What {5 wsually ropgarded as development is
built physical struciures. Bnyi (2014) ohserved that
many O systems still favour the calonial method,
which s sl echoed by successive Nigerian
governments, in what he describes as a systematic

- ThE -

exploitation and defumanization of rural dwellems
Brundtland Commission had summarized the eseeme
sustainable  davelopmen: of any  kind 2=
‘development that meets ‘he needs of the
without compromising the ability of the
gencrations (o mest their own ueeds” [Brusdd)
Commission - UN, 1987). Adeiphi (2011 Jazress
the definition of sustainable cevelapmont and =
notes  that the three dimensions of Eem
(maximizing society’s well-being, coonomic =
and eradicating poverty. equal aecess to rosoures
the optimal and eficient use of natural res
Society (promoting social equity, uplifling the
and quality of life by inproving access to basic
and education services, providing security and
for human righis), and Eavirenment (enha !
and conservalion of the environment and s
resources) all for present and future generations I
author further suggest using peace-building, 1o Sal
the three dimensions to ensure minimization of sewss
impacts ffom the relationship among the thees g
mMaKimize positive syneragies,

aCD is @ relatively new method of dey
community, and many counrics in the des
nations are hecoming more committed to the =
BCD - Canada, USA and Great Britain, AT
Thers have alse been efforls in Aftica, a5 seem
cases of a country like Zimbabwe. In Nipera
efforts to examine the social aspects of sues
community development considercd issues of g
demography, health, education and himan =ci
There have also been several projects fke |l



istainchle cities program  fronted by the United
Naticns (UNCHS, UNDP, World Bankete) and
“dopted in some states in Nigeria like Oyo, Kano and
g stares, among othors,

dlthouigh the OECD (2003) maintaing that in Alfrica,
he gonual urban mrowth rate is close to 3% as more
reople now live in cities separate smdies in Ebonyi and
omae states show similar reaults that most people stll
=side in the roral areas (Udu and Oowe (20003 Bappi,
neh &Dahiru (2017); Enyl, (2014))  Lhey all agree
ar majrrity resfde in rural areps. Furthermore,
ccording to Mathew el al {2002), pzople must be
ware of environmental issues and the related risks Lo
wace building objectives. The authors apres that
avelopmental aspirations may lead to unconirolied
sploitation  of  natural  resourczs devoid  of
ustainability imperatives, instead of paying due
fention to the futore. ‘They maintain that goed
nvironmental practices can have a positive effect on
=pce building and development efforts, In lerms of
svelopment tself, views differ on whal is 1egarded as
Sovelopment, whether it is showeased n buill strocture
r human capital development, and the tradinonal way,
= opincd by Eny: (2014) is to scc the censtruction of
suilt smuctures g5 development.

cording to Peck and Dauncey (2013}, SCD features
nclude qualitative and quantitative socio-ceonomic and
mvirormental benefits, The authors propose o baclve-
oinl [ramework that will help cnhance sustainable
sommunity development, which the study uses a5 base
Seoretice] assumption. The next figure shows e

aterlink hetween CDand sustainability:
T

iz
Development
£2015)

Sustainabl:  Community
Venn Diagram). Bakare

LClements  of
(Tripartite

sth loernatenn] Conferenee Om Capacity Brilding Tar Yationsl Sustaineble Development/xhibetion (CTXSD 20181
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Figure 1 was developed from the 5D diagram (200%). 1t
portrays the ifter-connectivity between the cuntributien
of the physical, seciv-cullural and economiz variahles
that lead Lo a viable, livable and equitable envizonment,
to morture sustainable cemmunity development, using
peace a5 Lhe enabler.  Within the concept of SCI2. the
phusical environment clement is t help allain an
environmenl that iz habitable through aparepriate
attention to the management of agricullave, wasts
disposal, pollution managsment, etc. The economic
element s 10 engender u vighble economy that will
consider poverty alleviation, job creation, skill
scquisition, improved earning power, among others;
while the third circle, the socio-sullumal, is 0 ensure a
society that is ‘ust, with eyuilable provision and
distribution of resources through good governance,
manzgemert and leadership; while belng mindiul of the
community dwellers’ wellare, collective decizion-
meking and seccss Lo wmople information.  Thus, it is
obvious that all the elements of sustwinability can be
practiced within the corfines of CD. The central
overlap indicates the cxtent of sustainability of CD
praclices. The objective of incorporating susluitability
principles inw CL efforts s to ascertain that there is a
symbiotic and lasting balance between humans, the
ceonomy aud the carrying eapacity and rogencrative
powers of the envirenment, sueh that development
Timits irreversible damage for future generstions and
peace ellorls,

Human universal needs remain basic and essential,
however, man's pse and depletion of nataral resources,
without replacement, only cracerbales the competition
for searce resources. All ndividuals have the right o
decent Hving standards thet cnsure access 1o basic
nocesaities  of  life,  taking inte  consideration
ervirommental and economic conditions,  Deprivation
breeds poverty which in tum generates lensions and
conflicts, urban and mural vinlsnze, environmental and
puverty-ingused stresses. The sereeprion of inecuitable
disltribution of resources is 2lso a potential for conllivt
It #s therefore necessary to address these roor causes of
poverty and pollution, to proteet communitics whare
people share common environmenl ad for which dhey
st equally share responsibilicy.,

Peace, on the other hand, is embodicd ina stale of rest
und harmony, deveid of vielence, It is epitomized o
reanlving conflicts  amicably, along  with good
diatogne/communicationin 2 manner thal will lead to
more desirable hwman  cenditions. Peace  clements
include justice, pood health, sulcty and security, equity,
(riendlinzss and prosperity. amang sthers.  The peace
process is a social process within communities and iz
underlaken by concerncd parties whe wish to avoid
wars and conflicts It consists of steps taken fo
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politically resclve disputes through peaceful meons,
combining polities with diplomacy, mediation, dialogue
aud negotiations (whatever is necessary) and using
ofticial and nor-official methods, Peace is inextricahly
inerwoven with development.  Thus, when politics,
economices, ecology and culture fail, then there canmot
be prave.

The lack of peace can be both a cause and offect of
things that cause conflict. War van decimate entre
communities, but a balance can be achieved when
people live amicably in mutual respect, tlerance,
satisfaction among each other, and their environment,
One common factor that may cause rancor s
government’s inadequate provision of basic facilities,
which will lead to a scrambls for scarce resources that
mEy, in turn, canse conflics,. When thers iy searcity, ar
the ireverent usc of the earth’s resources und social
lension, conflict ensuszs. Feace is a commodity that
must be culiveted and maintined within  the
community to ensure longevity and deveclopment.
Peace efforts are always ongeing in the maintenance of
umy soCiely,

I terms of peace in Nigeria, some ol the more recent
conflicts have been jeligion based — like the Boko
Haram incussions in the North, though there have also
been socio-economically induced challenges like the
rampaging altacks of herdsmen, agitations Ty iniililant
groups i other parts of the country, aleng with
kiduaping for ransom, According to the United Nations
Gieneral Assembly (UNGA, 2017), the 68" Session of
the General Assembly highlishted the link between
peace and development,while adding security and the
management of natural resources, They agree that there
eould be no sustainable development (especially when
sustainabilily prineiples are not inteprated) without
peace and security; it can be added thal deve'apment
that is ot suslainable cannot be development, Though
eonflicts can be intermnal or external, the cause is often
the same — injustice, inadequate provision of TesOIrces,
economic, social and environmental issues.

Adule education is znuther vital element in the equation.
Fdueaticn will help people to live in peace and
harmony with themselves and others, and with the
naturgl environment, helping to build a culture of pacs
with commitment o peace. Bakare (2012) had
confirmed thal acult education helped in managing the
ervironment sustainably. Education is a key tool in
combating poverly, promotng peace, social justice,
human rights, democtacy, cultural diversity and
enviroamental awseeness. Peace  education is  all-
encempazssing ony teaches life skills of tolerance and
ucn-violence. Education equally plavs a vital role in
rasing community dwelers® awarcness an eocial isenss

- political, cconoiic, health and education waich all
atfect personal lives, but also impact ch the world 25 2
global village.

Problem of the Study

Sustainable development challenges are oller bomes
from the inadequate provision of infrastructure e
good roads, pood health care, eleciricity, water and
other basic needs, as well as erisis in the educatior

‘system. ‘This could cause competition for szamce

resources, engendering poverty, insecurity, religions
into'erance, infustice and other social ills, which have
been the bane of exislence in the country. It is all 2
vicious eycle, as they all affect peace and development
which go hand in hand. Man is enlpable i1 harming the
environment and depleting patural resources. Oyelohe
{20113} vpines that the Nigerian government has new
dene enough in ensuring sustainahility, and that thers i
still a lol more to be done in the face of decay, lack of
provision of road, scourity, education, cto. Though
Nigeria seems to have embraced the idez of SD
generally, it has not vet seemed to zero in on the S0
aspect of il

It is however necessary to inlegrate elements of
sustainahility into the conventional CD efforts, This
may he a challenge in the [ace of lack of provision of
basic inlrastucture and amenities,  The paper ®
premised om the importance of integrativg susteinabibios
principles into CDand peace efforts, This supgests shee
withoul —actively taking the principles  (mm
consideration, CD efforts may be unsuccessful, =mi
peace a mirage. Il therefere becomes roclevam s
consider sustainability at the level of CD.This
bucause even though CDstrategy has alsu been adops
uver the vears in Nigeria, as impetus and approacs m
overall develapmenl and peace elforts, the achizversen
of an accepteble level of SCI has hardly beew m
focus.Rasultanily, the 15" Sustairable Developmen
Goal in Nigeria (peace) is currently decmed 2 T

as stakeholders have not been actively scen 1o be

working towards peace. Inter-communal, interreligio

and nter-tribal violens conflicts around the coumes

ofien challenge any peace efTorts. Thestdy sits on s
premise thal the earth is capable of sustaining el
through naturz] means of selection and 1epeneration
However, human interference with the environmen
the bid 1o develap has necessilated commensusme
allention to sirategically manage the sarth, s

dilernative means.  Peace cannat be possible when

devzlopment is not well managed and canse rancee
bemween communities, hence the need to maialain peals
un 3 long term basis. The assumption is thar whay
sustainability principles arc mcorperated  into O8N
efforts, this is likely to simultaneously also promgs
pesce within the comimunities,
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sludy 2 to examine the

sustainebility elements nto the adopled wellivd of

ommunity developraent and its link with sustainable

community  development  practicess  and  peace,

Farticylarly the study is ta:

1. document current pojpular CIF insllids;

2. ascerluin parhicipation patterns in CDA
activilics: -

3. note development patterns;

4. cnumerate current CDr activitics and document

perception of what is seen as development

nite peace levels within the communities, and

establizh the level of inlegration of 5P into

developrment in Nigeria

&

desearch Questions
1.  Which zre the populas CD methods
2, What is the participation rate in development
activities?
3. What are the development patterns within the
ccomimunitivs?
4. What ars the current C12 activilies and whal is
regarded as deve opment”
5. What is the peace level within the
communities?
6. To what extent are sustainabilicy principles
being integrated ints development in Migeria?

Cable 1; Snmple size sclection

incorporation  of

ot [nteenational Conlerence On Cupraity Building For Matonal Suscanable DevelopmenCadihiien (OBRS1 200 3
28-31 Augnst 2008, Multinedia Univers:iv Conlerence Centre, Marehi, Kenva

Hypotheses
l.  There iz ro relationship between development
and peace in South West ' communities in
Migena:

METHODOLOGY

The Tesearch is a survey of the level of complisnee with
SCD principles and peace efforts.  Population of study
consists oF community dwellera in urhan and roral aress
ol the south western zome of Migeria. Sampling
techuiue  mvolved  the selection  of  respondents
purposively and mndomly, after clostering  and
stratification.  FiveSouth Western starzs wers nsed for
the gludy (Owo, Ogun, Osun, Ondo and Lages).  From
eaell slale, 3 Loval Govermment Areas (LGA) wete
randomly selected thom the communities, canaisting of
one urban LOA ([rom the capital of the atzre) and
LGA: from bwo rural communities. A total sampls size
of 250 respondents was randowly selected, al the ralin
ol 20 participants from the wrban area, and 15 puople
gach from the two miral locations,  This is to give a
halanced opinion in terms of the sprend (as more peeple
lived in the rural areas), sc the sample was
proportionale. The instrument was administered o the
Literats who were community stalwarls, This makes 50
respondents [hom ¢ach slale as shown in the table |
below:

ne instrument was e self-developed and validated set
i questions (based on the principles of sustainability),
= had abackground information section. as well as
oother with Tikert Scale structured questions, rating
e2le and closed ended questioms. The insrument was
dizemed reliable at 72,3% uller o pilot test, using the test
e-test method at three woeeks interval,  Data were
lected over a perind of three months weross the
Wifferent states with the assistance of vao Graduate

Fzderal Univarsitics of cach state.  Darta were analyzed
ising frequencies and the Chi Square.

= | Elute Mo of | Loval Ciowsmnment Ateas (LA and fowns selecied
Lins | Lriim Mool Hural {Taws and Mool
(stare eapital’ | resp JEERY] Tes[L
D B Town | Tovem | (LAY 5
3 LiEa A 24 Town 2 (LGA} 0 15
Ogen 20 Towm 2 Towm 3 (LA I3
144 B 24 Town 4 {LGATD 15
Cinga 1% Town } Towwn § (103ATI I5
; LA A 20 Tovwen & {LEFAT i 15
Cisun BTN Tawn 4 | Towen 7 (LAY 1=
1Ga I 20 Town & (LOA) 15
T | 200 Torwin & Town 8 (LGAY 15
EGA Ik 20 | Toown 10T GA) TG 15
L , TOTAL 100 [ TOTALL 150
source: State records TOTAL =

HESEARCH FINDINGS ANTF ANALYSLS

#  Combining all responses (ruralfucban), it was lound
that majocity of the respondenss (110, Adsa),
glaimed that most of the current popular CD
methods noted in thelr comenunily had  the
government as main provider. This is [ollowed by
# combination of government and communiry welf
help collaboration (30 - 20%0), ang the |easl, (27 -
Li0.8%%) was Lhe strategy of collaboration between
gevemment/commuanity’partncrs { Partners could be
philanthrapists or lecel/international groups).
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* Interms of participation patterns in CDA activities;
First, it was estublished througl their responses
that 104 (41.6%) belonzed to CDAs, some
belomged to sociul welfare proups, while the rest
did not belong o anv.  Howewver, in terms of
participation, meore  respondents 168 (67.2%4)
clalmed to participatz ia CD projacts ever if they
did not belong 1o Associations, thus the
parlicipation in development activilies rate was
aclually higher than belonging to CDAs.

* Dovelopment  patlerns  in the  communities,
aceording to the respondents, were found to be, in
descending order — road coemstruction,  water
projects, electricity, bridge, individual skill
development and education, and agriculiure.

® The cwrent development aclivities were mostly
vouda. water and maral electrifivalion projects.
Alsd, many pressing deve ommental issues were
mediated throngh selfthelp efforts. Tt was zlso
found that, in the respondents’ opinion, what was
considered (o be termed ‘development” wer:
largely infrastructural dovelopment — rated in
descending  order a5 (construction of
roadséwater/healta care  facilities‘schoolsfmarkel,
ele). Development of human capital (through
education) did not rate as high.

* As fur peace levels within the communities,
mujority of the respondznts 166 (66 4% rzted the
almosphers in their communities as averazely
peacelil  generally, but 138 (55.2%) of the
respondents (it only minimal levels of safely and
secyrity.

In eatablishing the level of intepration of sustainability
principles into development in Nigerfa, it was found
that indices indicated that sustainable development
principles were nol imtegrated, for the most part, into
development in all the CD cfforts in both rural and
wban Jocations, which  echoed Bakare (2012)
[ndings.The responses further indicated a link botween
the three pillars (the tripartite venn diasram of
sustainability) activilies, as well as COTTIETY
development efforts and sustainability principlas.It ey
thus be sunmised thal, the higher the level of
compliance with sustainability principles, the higher the
level of econumic, socio-cultural, environmestal as wall
as community development activities and sustainahiliiy.
This suggests that when economis, socio-culmral,
envirenmertal and community development aciivities
Incorporate sustainability principles. the mors positive
the outcome.

Overall, in cansidzring other responses, Economically,
123 (49.20% )of the respondents did not helieve thal the
government crealed an enconraging evough almosphers
for job crestion and o.her ccoromic avlivitics, as well

=g

as cerning polentinls; though 100 {40.40%) think (k=
cntreprenensship is encouraged tor economic efficience
and 94 (37.60%) acknowledwed resdily  availabi=
government sponsorship of wkill acquisition programs
The consensus was that the government was cerlaini
not doing enough to credle opportunities lor businesses
and individuzls 1o thrive and survive, and this obviously
alleets the livelihood and standard of living,
Lovironmentally, 192 {76.80%) perceived a noticeas =
level of air pollution from traflic fumes. factors
emissiony and penerator owtput.  Upwards of 83
{34.80%) huve not pamicipated in deliberarely plantise
of trees, but B9 (32.00) felt there should be sticier
pollution laws,  Sadly, many were not found o be
familiar with the practice of Reuse, Reduce ansd
Reeyele (3Rs). Incidentally, wany did not have the
habit of properly disposing of their waste, Many noreé
that development activities wilhin their communies
were not totzlly environmentally-friendly,

Socio-culturally, the general consensus was that, at |40
(36.00%), more than half of the respondents, rated e
level ol provision of basic infrastiactuie as low  Some
73(30.00%) ncted high density of population in livimg
areas. 175 (70.00%) pointed out madequate supply o
electricity and the majority slso noted lack of provisios
of public conveniences, potable water anil public wasie
disposal facilities. 82 (34%) rated Lie provision of
transportation a5 low. However, respondents alg
acknowledzed government’s efforts o provide base
clucation and health care, as well as access
information.  They believed thal most of these issies
affect the fabric of the [zmily as a unil, cven thouzh
thers was a concerted offort to wainlain the mily
structure.  The general consensus was that tax payves
money was pot being uvsed to maxinum effer =
indicared by the low level of infrastructural provision
genernlly. Almost all respondents stated that there wers
not enough resources for all in the commumity,

Furthermore, Community  dwellers  considered  the
nature of conflicts and rated them as mostly stemining
from scourity issues (lerrorism, kidnepping, rites)
killing, armed robbery). followed by inadequate welfae
and  infrastructoee:  land  dispute  and religziows
mrolerance Majority of the respondents agsin claimes
that they used religious inlervention to mitgoe
conflicts, snd then lamily intervention, [ullowed bry
Vigilante and community CDA  leaders, before
resorting to cuslorary cours.

Most of the self-help pujects noted were Initiated by
the communities  themsshves, NGDs, CBOs
shilanthropists and #ternational parmers and  were
mainly in the rural aress. However, wgjurily 190
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(76%) of the respondents claimed their communitics
still wait on the government, rather than initiating
development. They believe il is the government’s duty
to provide basic amenities. There is cuwTentlyover-
dependence on the largesse of the government, NGOz,
CBOs, philanthropists and  Associalions to  boost
community development inilintives by the different
communities. In spite of available policies and laws to
the ¢ffect, povarnment seems to be lagging behind in its
dutizs to the populace, [t can also be surmised that
several communily sell-help initiatives might have been
spurred by povernment’s history of insbility to deliver
aver a perind of dme; there was rampant evidence that
many  projects within lhe communities wese still
undartaken by the peuple in the varous communitics
who wete tired of waiting, especially in the rural areas,

Ini pating level of development in the commuynities, the
descending order was found Lo be Lagos —Ogun — Osun
- Ondo and Oyo. For peace, the descending order was
Ligos — Oyo — Osun - Ogun and Ondo. This means that
Lagos slale was found to have the highest lewel of
development as well as peace. Even thougl Ogun state
was higher in development, it rated lower In terms of
peace and Ovo proved Lo be more peaceful even though
it ruled lowest in torms of developmant. This sugpests
that it canmol be aunomertically concluded that
development necessarily twanslated inle having a
peaceful community,

Test of Hypothesis

The single hypothesis posited that there is no
relationship between development and peace in South
Wesl communities in Nigeria.

Table 1: Relationship belween development and peace
in South-west sumimunitics in Nigeria

fith Internitional Conference On Capacity Building For Natiens] Sustainable Development Ealiibition (CBMS0 2018}
1551 Aupust 2018, Mulimedia University Confecenee Contre, Nafrohi, Ry,

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

Generally, the level of development was found o be
gencrally low, bul even more so in lhe rural arcas.
Fopular CID sirutegies were usually government-
supported initialives, which were found less in the tural
areas, thus development was [ound to 1l be ultimarsly
wiorz  concentrated  in lhe  urban  wreas,  Most
comurunities apparently wail on the government for the
provision of mest infrastructures, cspecially with lurger
projects that they cammot handle, like main roads,
electrification. ¢te. There is sUll & concenlralion on
structuralphysival development (which is traditienelly
wsed to measure level of development), agresing with
Eayi(2014). Some states and LGAs seemed to be doing
belier than others,which emphasized possible political
underlone. Development was found to affeet peace
efforts. Focusing on sustainability helps to tie in the
cfforts of ensuring  fairness and  justice  through
perpeluation and longevity,which further enahles peace.

IMPLICATIONS FOR THE STUDY

As the findines of the study revealed a fess than stellar
adherence to SCD principles in all (he states observed,
the development process will be sorely allected. Tf we
only practice community developmen, devoid of the
sustuingaility element, the futre will be jeopardized
and development will not be rapid, neither will peace be
cnsurad.  The implication of tie sludy [ur Nigera is
that there is a need Lo re-invest ‘n the vlements of SCD
for rapid development and in order to move up within
the internativoal rankings of devzlopng nations, The
repercussions of not practicing SCD invite a grim fulure
for development. This is [urther summanzed:

- when people do net actively participate in
communily  activities,  coordination  is
impossible  and  developmen: is  slowed
affecting the peace process

Evidence from ‘Tahle Zrevealed a calculated r-value of
.32 =3 the relatienship  between peace and
development, as rated by the participants in all the five
slates in south-west geopolitical zone in Migeria, This
caleulated r-valueproved significant since ir was grealer
{lian the eritical r-value of (.24, given 243 degrees of
freedorn, at 05 significant level. This means that thete
is a sipnificant relationship betwzen peace and
development among participants in all the six states in
South-west geopolitical wone in Nigeria.

Wariahle meah sd I df Tecdl T l—‘tﬁgfn. byl U bicture i1s ol provided, there
E— = 2 _b'E_ﬂ'%t'ﬂ'm e for scarce resources which
Peace 1731 272 550 243 052 o lead gmeonflict. Also when people fzel
Development 17902 250 feft out, it does not bode well [or peace efforts
=ttt tee cembiished that poverly plays into
' Sionific unsustaingble development so this musl be
ienificant addressed

- where there is oo much focus on physical
development to the detriment of human capital
development, growth will be slow and cannat
be  maintpined  sinee  humans  drive
development, and are also the cutalyst

- when there is no equily in distribution. raral
dwsallers do not bhenefit; and it mnst he
remembered that they form majovity of the
Topulation, thus leaving theimn ont is unjusl.

- if people are no encourased o pse adull
cdueation in all its ramifications, they will nat

-
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know their rights, be properly empowered,
informed nor nurtured to embraced peace.

In the face ol lack of provision of basic amenities for
communities, surely it will be difficult to factor in the
sustamabiliy element, unless efforls are redirected
towards the provision of basic infrastructure and
amenities, cspecially in the rural areas. Adult education
Tmust be seen as the panacea for 3CD and pezce efforts.

CONTRIBUTIONS TO KNOWLEDGE

The author subsequently proposed a medel for
ehwvironental sustainability with human well-being at
the core of the model, encouraged by adult education
{see fig. 2} The research thus developed a malrix for
the principle of S8CD and reilerates the imporiance on
focusing more on issues of SCD, an area thal has
hiterto not been given the deserved attention. It is
hoped that the research findings will alse help reawaken
the govemment Lo ils duty to the communities, which
should be undertaken consistentlyustly and in a
manner that will favour [utwre generations and
engendar ftace.

CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
There is the need for the government to improve on
performing its duties to the populace through provision
of roads, energy, health, sducation and other social
amenibies, but more yrrently more atiertion should be
directed to adult education for 211 stakeholders in arder
te be more ¢flectve. Incidentally, the praclice of
integrating sustainability into CD is still a work in
progress. LT basic infrastructure is availzble, reinforced
with pertinent adult education, then SCD will become
maore successful in Migeris Thus the government needs
to intznsify capacity building and the vigorous use of
adull education for public enlightenment in order (o
ensure the integration of sustainability principles milo
CD practices and foster peace. There is no doubt that
owr present action (or imaction) impacts on fotuee
generations, and adult oducation can help the
gvernment and the populace to acknowledge and
embrace bost practices.

SCD manages and manipulates available resources to

fulfill the needs of the people, giving them a betrer

guality of life while simultancously acceding to the
dictates of symbiotic interdependence botween the
sustainability variables. Findings reveal that it is net
yel whyrn for Migeria in terms of mculcating the spint
of sustainability into the develapment process. The
govermment should put in place enough ceonoinic
iulrastructures o banle poverty, unemployment, lack of
cducation and poor heglth carc . amomg other social lls,
along with enforcement of environmental laws. It
would be difficult for the goverment Lo achieve

i,

. Il

environmentsl sustainability whete commus—s
still struggling to achieve the hasic human ne=sd
provision is lacking,

The document adopted in 1999 by the ©
(resolution number 53243) — the Brosn
Deeclaration. and Action on Cullure of Pesce
hevily on educatior w bricg aboul wnite
education can help train people in peace m=s
Procasses,  empowering  communilies,  ceumn
mobilizing the youth, helping war viclims. s
Educalion — since adults make decisions. aten,
religion, help o equip people with the lDf_'lii T
peacs (formally/informally), be responsibis
value peace, which will minimize conflicts amﬂ
wolerance, respest and social justice. Thers =
that people coexist more peacalully when &eﬂ:u
are mel, thus peace is a political condition St .
Justice and sustainable development.

Adult cducation is of paramount lmpmt:nm
process of SCD. In faet, it iz arpuabl
important cloment, a: human developmen
heart ol any meaningful development effors
achieved through information disseminatien
technology and Literacy, among others. SO0
impossible, but enough euergy is ver w be
towards this viable oplion for overall dews
SCD iz a viable alternative o the traditions!
lo development, bocause it EnCOUrazes
participation.  education, encouraging |
community  hands-on  activitiss, conmol
reliance integratively, It is necessary for Niss
examine her taditions] approach to CD v &
drive towards sustainability. Unfortunately o |
development is still politically motivated or i
oot moving us fast ‘as it should, punly
sustainability principles are not built in.

Migeria is already on the right track, with
support the TIN Habilal program on urbas spm
both Federal and state levels, This is aloss
noticealble  efforis  ar sustainable
espacially in the urban areas, There is alws
collaboration oumpouring from lozal and &

orgamizations, espeoially from the di ﬁ‘-:m:n
the United Nations (UNCHR, WHO.
UNDF, UINICEF, UNEP, INESCO, ciz),

Adult education will help people to be mose
take responsibility for cheir actions for 2 be
ol life, and desist from being uncecess
subiective consumers of earth resources,

itzelf s a process, @ wook in progress, Com
cun further Felp the populace wake up o e
their environment and uge the socio-culim il



ensure that the environment is treated with the deserved
muspecl.  Development obviously cannot oceur devoid
of human capital. Also, technology remains an enabler
for  development  along  with  peace  aducalion.
Development is about bettering people’s condition and
well-being but what is even more important is human
capitz]l develepment 2s the surest way to instilute
sustainable development, und this can be achieved with
adult cducation.

Tezce 35 achievable, and while it is believed thal
sovernmenls cannot maeke peace, they can enable
corditions whers peacemaking can thrive, especially
when lhey perform their orimary duty of providing
tagic amenities. When people arc suitably equipped W
fend for themselves, there are equal opportunitics for
~ceess to all manners of education, and the socialization
pricess o osducation is solidified, cooperation and a
tecling of belonging will be encouraged and improve
relationships ameng members of the coTmunity.
eating an enabling atmosphere for developmeant to
aeenr suslaingbly, The study concluded thal integrating
sustainability principles ino communily developmenl
FFarts will also promote peace within the communities.
I wuas thus  recomumended  thal  policies and
implementalicn  should  ensure  that  sustainability
principles are ingorporated and adu't education used to
cmsure development and peace in the nation and
slubally, Categorically, Peace, sceurity and stability
provide enablimg  enviromment for  sustzinable
development, Pegce can stein the scourge of terrovism
nd other social ills that impede progress and
dermine development.

According to the study, the level of integration of
sustainability principles into devclopment eflorts in
Wiperiz is currentty nol oprimal and it is affecting Lhe
peace level. Tt was thus recommended that comscions
sfforts be made ta incorporate the principles in order o
maintain develapment aud peace, To this end, a model
for the inlegration was suggested as indicated in the
Agare helow,

Vigure 2 was developed from Lhe adaptation of Lhe
principles of Quebec's Sustainable Developmenl Act
(Crandad:Bourret, 2006) and shows the relationship
between SCD and the mewsurable indices that make up
the process, using peace as the fulcrum. Lhe figure lists
slaments Lhat are imporiant in sustaicable development
processes, but they are also all obviously related to CD
practices and facilitacd trough peace cilvsls, using
cducation to foster awarcness and adoplion ef
sustainability principles.

GBIl Toteratianal Conlerenes Or Cupacily Duilding For Mational Sustainable Dirvalopmeat Txbibition {LENSL gy
7037 August 2018, Mulimedia Universiy Confeenee Conlbee, Wairob, Kenva,

Fig 2: TIniegration of principle of Hustainable
Communily Development: Halare 20048

Thz new approach liss in developing human capital,
rather Lhun focusing on only  physical  struclure
development. Adults tun development, which
invariahly affects the environment, so they mus: be
targeted “n all fomrs ol education W znsure pogiLive
temulss More work would be needed to estublish the
differentiation between urban and rural communities in
terms of developrent and peace efforts. Ultimazely, It
s sugzested that all  siakeholders  encowragy
participation i CDA  aclivilles; provide basic
infrastructure;  address poverly  and  environmental
‘saues: thcus more om human capital develapmunt
through various lorms  of adull  education; be
rransparent und fair in the distributior ol inlkasliocture,
10 foster the integration of SCD and peace.  This way,
sustaimability principles would be automarically built
imfo  developimsnl activities for present und  Tature
seneraions o enjoy, and peace will veign within
communities as Loy develop in harmeny with people
and their cnyironment.
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